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Dear Mr Johnston, 
 
I am writing on behalf of the Committee to follow up last week’s evidence session 
with the SPA on i6. 
 
As you will see from column 51 of the Official Report1, the Acting Convener asked 
why the Scottish Government’s gateway review conducted in August 2014 – when it 
last provided assurance on this project – designated the project as “amber/green”. 
The review said, “Despite a lengthy process to agree a Contract Variation 
Agreement, the programme has continued to make good progress.”   
 
However, this review was published at the same time that, according to the Auditor 
General’s report, milestone 5 (functional design) was behind schedule; payment for 
this milestone, of £2.6 million, was delayed; and, the go-live date was also delayed. 
 
Given these apparently contradictory messages, the Acting Convener asked about 
the Scottish Government’s knowledge of the project at that point in time. The SPA’s 
reply, in essence, was that it could not be sure but that the differing messages may 
have been due to timing differences arising from a fast-moving project. 
 
Given the above, the Committee would welcome a more detailed explanation from 
the Scottish Government as to why the review said the programme was making good 
progress at a time of apparently significant difficulties. Please note that the 
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Committee has also written to the SPA to ask for a further explanation of this and 
other issues. 
 
The Committee intends to write to the Justice Sub-Committee about i6 and, to 
account for associated deadlines, I would be very grateful for a response by 
Thursday 4 May. Please let me know if this poses any difficulties. 
 
Regards, 
 
 
Terry Shevlin 
Clerk to the Public Audit and Post-legislative Scrutiny Committee 


