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Stuart Brown’s submission of 1 November 2018 

Re: 

1. Petition PE01690 Review treatment of people with ME in Scotland

2. Response PE1690/I to the above petition from the Scottish Government

I refer to the above petition and the Government’s response. I wish to request that 

two clarifications are made to the Government’s submission, as detailed below.  

Investing in biomedical research:  

The government state: “We recognise the continued need for robust research into 

this condition. This is why we recently announced funding of £90,000 (with Action for 

M.E.)…”. This statement requires clarification: the government spend is not £90,000:

it is £45,000 – the other £45,00O is being provided by the charity Action for ME

(AfME).  Moreover, this is not recurring funding – it is a single grant spread over

three years, thus amounting to a mean spend of £15,000 p.a.  This could not be

fairly described as providing “robust research”.  I note that several other formal

responses to this petition acknowledge that the scale of funding needs to be several

million pounds, recurring.

Request: 

i. That the government revise their submission to ensure that the actual

government spend is unambiguously described;

ii. ii. That the government revise their submission to ensure that the

contribution from charity is acknowledged.

Provision of nursing care: 

The government state: “In terms of specialist care we recognise the role of the 

clinical nurse specialist is pivotal in delivering integrated services focused on 

prevention, early intervention and enablement to support people and their families 

who require specialist care across hospital and community settings. Since 2015, the 

Scottish Government has therefore invested an additional £2.5 million annually in 

specialist nursing and care… …it is therefore for NHS Boards to decide how best to 

provide high quality, safe and sustainable services to meet the needs of their ME 

patients.”  

The additional specialist nursing fund described by the Government was not spent 

on ME, nor did the Government particularly intend that it should be.  While this 

additional funding has made a welcome difference to conditions such as Motor 

Neuron Disease this spending is entirely irrelevant to the current petition.  

This statement has been made previously by the Government and has been 

challenged in writing by Willie Rennie MSP.  

Please note that to their credit Fife Health and Social Care Partnbership has 

provided an ME Specialist Nursing Service for some years, funded from existing 

budgets. I am sure the petitioners would welcome a nationwide roll-out of this 

service, albeit in the context of a more cogent ME strategy.  



Request:  That the government remove this paragraph in its entirety from their 

submission.  

 


