
 

 

PE1687/D 
Scottish Government submission of 26 November 2018 
 
I refer to the Public Petitions Committee correspondence of 30 October 2018 inviting 
the Scottish Government to provide a further update on recent activity relevant to 
petition PE1687: Calling on the Scottish Parliament to urge the Scottish Government 
to review existing regulations governing fireworks displays in Scotland, particularly in 
terms of private fireworks displays in rural locations, in order to protect animals from 
fear and distress and prevent subsequent injury.   
 
This follows the Scottish Government’s initial submission dated 7 June 2018, which 
set out current regulations relating to firework sale and use as well as animal welfare, 
and subsequent information provided on 22 October regarding Scottish Government 
actions in the run up to bonfire night 2018. 
 
As recognised by the Committee, legislation relating to the sale of fireworks is 
reserved.  In September the Minister for Community Safety wrote to the UK Minister 
for Small Business, Consumers and Corporate Responsibility to request an update on 
any actions being taken at Westminster.  The reply advised that the Office for Product 
Safety and Standards are reviewing the guidance materials available to consumers on 
the safe and responsible use of fireworks, but are not considering any changes to 
legislation at a UK level at this time.  The Scottish Government will continue to keep 
pressure on the UK Government to look again at the laws concerning the sale of 
fireworks.   
 
Public consultation on firework use 
 
On 18 November the Minister for Community Safety announced that the Scottish 
Government will launch a consultation on the use and regulations of fireworks early 
next year.  This consultation will inform any actions that the Scottish Government could 
take to reduce the negative impact of fireworks. 
 
Full details of the Scottish Government consultation and how to respond will be 
published in the new year.  We would be happy to write again to the Committee and 
the petitioner at that time with further information. 

https://twitter.com/ScotGovJustice/status/1064084643010486274

