
 
 

 
 

1 
 

Local Government and Communities Committee 
 

Draft Budget 2018-19 
 

Supplementary Written Submission from COSLA (3) 
 
Sustainable Energy Action Plans 
 
Several local authorities including Aberdeen, Aberdeenshire, Dundee, Fife, Glasgow, 
Edinburgh and Dumfries and Galloway have developed, or are developing, strategic 
energy action plans or masterplans that variously take account of: sustainable 
energy generation/renewables; planning and development; sustainable transport and 
travel at city or region-wide scales; and some of which include aspects of energy 
efficiency and behaviour change at community levels.  
 
Fife Council’s Community Energy Masterplan for Burntisland aims to reduce 
community carbon emissions by 80% by 2050, and to reduce total final energy 
consumption by 30% by 2030 (compared to 1990 levels), in line with Scottish 
Government targets. Fife Council engaged with the local communities to transfer 
knowledge around energy, carbon, climate change and choices of low carbon 
technologies. A ‘whole energy system’ for Burntisland has been mapped out, 
addressing heat, electricity and transport options including storage opportunities and 
sustainable transport options. The lessons learnt on communicating carbon 
reduction and behaviour change at a community level and for a low carbon economy 
are being developed into a 2-3 year engagement programme for the whole of Fife.  
 
Power to Change, Edinburgh’s Sustainable Energy Action Plan 2015-2020 was 
published in December 2015. The SEAP's overall target is to reduce carbon 
emissions by 42% by 2020, from 2005 levels. The most recent data available, 
published in June 2016, shows that Edinburgh has reduced CO2 by 26.6% over the 
period 2005 to 2014. 
 
The SEAP will be delivered through five programmes: energy efficiency, district 
heating, renewables, resource efficiency and sustainable transport. Actions include:  
 

 energy retrofit programme for non-domestic buildings 
 installation of energy efficient street and stair lighting 
 publishing an Edinburgh District Heating Strategy and heat map and taking 

forward at least three major district heating schemes  
 enhancing electric vehicle charging infrastructure 
 working with large employers on staff travel planning 
 promotion of active travel 

 
Aberdeenshire Council’s Local Development Plan 2017 includes a key objective “to 
make efficient use of the transport network, reduce the need to travel and promote 
walking, cycling and public transport. We promote the principles included in 
‘Designing Streets- A Policy Statement for Scotland (2010)’ for all new developments 

http://climatechange.fife.scot/wp-content/uploads/sites/42/2017/09/EMP-brochure.pdf
http://www.edinburgh.gov.uk/download/downloads/id/6757/sustainable_energy_action_plan_easy_print.pdf
https://www.aberdeenshire.gov.uk/planning/plans-and-policies/aberdeenshire-local-development-plan-2017/
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and have made land development opportunities available in places where we can 
encourage methods of travel other than using cars.  
Local authorities have been incorporating consideration of electric vehicle charging 
infrastructure into their development plans for several years. For example, Dundee 
City Council’s 2014 Local Development Plan states: “The provision for charging 
points for electric vehicles should be incorporated into communal parking areas.” 
South Lanarkshire’s 2015 Local Development Plan states: “Proposals for new 
development must, where possible, seek to minimise and mitigate against the effects 
of climate change by … providing electric vehicle recharging infrastructure in new 
developments to encourage the adoption of low carbon vehicles.” Aberdeen City 
Council’s 2016 Local Development Plan includes supplementary guidance on 
transport and infrastructure which states: “All new developments will therefore be 
required to install appropriate EV charging infrastructure.” 
 
City of Edinburgh Council – Electric Vehicle Action Plan  
 
The Council approved its first Electric Vehicle (EV) Action Plan on 7 December at 
Transport and Environment Committee.  The Plan takes a strategic approach to the 
installation of EV infrastructure via key zones across the city and is considered an 
innovative approach to this developing agenda. A first action is the development of a 
business case for EVs and Consultants have been appointed to consider two 
scenarios for 2020 and 2023. This will assess future growth, best location, charger 
type and potential carbon savings and is in partnership with Transport Scotland due 
to complete in March 2018. The Plan also contains actions on EV maintenance, 
parking standards, e-mobility, promotion and partnership. 
  
The Council’s CAN DO innovation challenge is a two year funded project working in 
partnership with Scottish Enterprise looking for business solutions for EV that can 
incorporate renewables and battery storage.  
 
Orkney Islands Council - Orkney’s Electric Future  
 
Orkney’s Electric Future is an ambitious project that integrates Orkney Islands 
Council’s stated goal to promote the uptake of electric vehicles and more sustainable 
transport options with opportunities offered by Orkney’s high renewable energy 
generation, smart grid, and wider benefits related to tourism.  
 
Dundee City Council has introduced low emission vehicles into planning policies, 
procurement for taxi provision and has introduced significant changes to taxi 
licensing rules to encourage uptake of electric vehicles. 
 
South Lanarkshire Council’s carbon management plan and the Sustainable 
Development Strategy references electric vehicles with regards to lowering their 
operational carbon emissions and enabling the public to do so by providing electric 
charging infrastructure. 
 

http://www.edinburgh.gov.uk/news/article/2408/innovative_electric_vehicle_charging_zones_planned_for_edinburgh_in_scottish_first
http://urbanforesight.org/projects/case-studies/detail/orkneys-electric-future/
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Aberdeenshire Council’s Climate Change Action Plan 2020 and Carbon Budget for 
2017/18 both reference Electric Vehicles. 
 
 


