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19 October 2017 
Dear Mr Mundell, 
 
Payments to Returning Officers 
 
On 8 May 2017 the Local Government and Communities Committee wrote to you 
with its concerns regarding the payments made to Returning Officers. In my letter I 
highlighted the Committee’s concerns regarding the lack of perceived transparency 
around how these payments were claimed and reallocated. 
 
In order to improve transparency, we also called for information on payments 
claimed by Returning Officers in Scotland in relation to all types of election, broken 
down by local authority, to be available in one place. In our report, we highlighted 
that the Electoral Commission had called on the UK and Scottish Government to 
publish details on election spend in a comparable way over this period and we 
endorsed this recommendation. We urged you to work with Scottish Government, 
Local Government and the Electoral Commission to collate this information as a 
matter of urgency and ensure that it is put in the public domain. 
 
In order to further demonstrate our concerns regarding transparency, on 8 June, we 
issued, via the Scottish Parliament’s Information Service, a Freedom of Information 
request to all local authorities on payments to returning officers for running elections.  
 
In that request Councils were asked to provide a breakdown of payments made to 
returning officers for the following elections: 
 
            - 2014 Independence Referendum 
            - 2015 General election 
            - 2016 EU referendum 
            - 2017 local government elections 
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I have attached, as an Annexe to this letter, the FOI returns we secured and which 
have been published on our webpage. The range of approaches adopted by local 
authorities in providing this information further endorses the Committee’s concerns 
regarding the perceived lack of transparency regarding these payments.  
 
I have also written to the Scottish Government in similar terms.  
 
Finally, in your letter dated 21 June you refer to the UK Government’s forthcoming 
review of funding of national elections which will consider payments to returning 
officers. I would welcome an update from you on the terms of that review and when it 
will commence. I would also welcome an update from you on when you anticipate 
the 2015 UK Parliamentary general election costs will be published. We would also 
welcome confirmation of when you anticipate the 2017 UK general election costs will 
be published. 
 
Kind regards, 
 
Bob Doris MSP 
Convener of the Local Government and Communities Committee 
C.c. Joe FitzPatrick, Minister for Parliamentary Business 



Local Government and Communities Committee  

Freedom of Information Request to Local Authorities on payments to returning officers for running elections 

On 8 June the Committee, via the Scottish Parliament’s Information Centre, issued a freedom of information request to all local 
authorities on payments to returning officers for running elections. In that request Councils were asked to provide: 
Please provide a breakdown of payments made to returning officers for the following elections: 

- Independence Referendum 
- 2015 General election 
- 2016 EU referendum 
- 2017 local government elections 
Set out below are the responses received from each local authority. 
 
Aberdeen City Council 

1) £8,267 (Aberdeen City) 
2) £6,512 (Aberdeen North and Aberdeen South) 
3) £7,266 (Aberdeen City) 
4) £0 (Aberdeen City Council) 
Information regarding payments made to Returning Officers at all of these elections is already in the public domain, in the case of the 
Independence Referendum, General Election and EU Referendum, in the various Charges Orders, which are available on 
legislation.gov.uk, and , in the case of the Local Government Elections, in the relevant COSLA circular.   
 
With respect to the statutory elections/referendums the fees are fixed by government by counting area or constituency as follows: 
 
The Parliamentary Elections (Returning Officers’ Charges) Order 2015 
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2015/476/pdfs/uksi_20150476_en.pdf 
 (for the UK Parliamentary General Election 2015 fixed by UK Cabinet Office) 
  
The European Union Referendum (Counting Officers’ and Regional Counting Officers’ Charges) Regulations 2016 
http://www.electoralcommission.org.uk/__data/assets/pdf_file/0011/199442/The-European-Union-Referendum-Counting-Officers-and-
Regional-Counting-Officers-Charges-Regulations-2016.pdf (fixed by UK Cabinet Office) 
  

http://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2015/476/pdfs/uksi_20150476_en.pdf
http://www.electoralcommission.org.uk/__data/assets/pdf_file/0011/199442/The-European-Union-Referendum-Counting-Officers-and-Regional-Counting-Officers-Charges-Regulations-2016.pdf
http://www.electoralcommission.org.uk/__data/assets/pdf_file/0011/199442/The-European-Union-Referendum-Counting-Officers-and-Regional-Counting-Officers-Charges-Regulations-2016.pdf


The Scottish Independence Referendum (Chief Counting Officer and Counting Officer Charges and Expenses) Order 2014 
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ssi/2014/101/contents/made (fixed by Scottish Government) 

Aberdeenshire Council 

Please note that the Returning/Counting Officer is not subject to FOI requests as he is not a public body in terms of the Act, however 
we are happy to provide the following.  
Information regarding payments made to Returning Officers at all of these elections is already in the public domain, in the case of the 
Independence Referendum, General Election and EU Referendum, in the various Charges Orders, which are available on 
legislation.gov.uk, and , in the case of the Local Government Elections, in the relevant COSLA circular.   
For your convenience these orders are: 

Scottish Parliament Election Fees and Charges for the 2016 elections 
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ssi/2016/10/pdfs/ssi_20160010_en.pdf (fixed by Scottish Government)  
The Parliamentary Elections (Returning Officers’ Charges) Order 2015 
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2015/476/pdfs/uksi_20150476_en.pdf  (for the UK Parliamentary General Election 2015 fixed 
by UK Cabinet Office) 
The European Union Referendum (Counting Officers’ and Regional Counting Officers’ Charges) Regulations 2016 
http://www.electoralcommission.org.uk/__data/assets/pdf_file/0011/199442/The-European-Union-Referendum-Counting-
Officers-and-Regional-Counting-Officers-Charges-Regulations-2016.pdf  (fixed by UK Cabinet Office) 
The Scottish Independence Referendum (Chief Counting Officer and Counting Officer Charges and Expenses) Order 2014 
 http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ssi/2014/101/contents/made  (fixed by Scottish Government) 

The fee rate for Council elections is covered by an agreement from COSLA which dates to 2008. 
Payment has not yet been made for the Local Government Elections 2017. 

Angus Council 

In terms of Sections 15 and 17 of the Freedom of Information (Scotland) Act 2002 (help and advice to the applicant)I would advise that 
this information is not held by the Council but by the Returning Officer (RO) who is not subject to the statutory obligations of freedom of 
information.   
However, I would advise that payments to the RO are made in line with the charges orders or COSLA Circular CO/145 as revised for 
the respective election/referendum.   

http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ssi/2014/101/contents/made
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ssi/2016/10/pdfs/ssi_20160010_en.pdf
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2015/476/pdfs/uksi_20150476_en.pdf
http://www.electoralcommission.org.uk/__data/assets/pdf_file/0011/199442/The-European-Union-Referendum-Counting-Officers-and-Regional-Counting-Officers-Charges-Regulations-2016.pdf
http://www.electoralcommission.org.uk/__data/assets/pdf_file/0011/199442/The-European-Union-Referendum-Counting-Officers-and-Regional-Counting-Officers-Charges-Regulations-2016.pdf
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ssi/2014/101/contents/made


The orders are publicised and are accessible through the Office of Public Sector Information (OPSI) or by searching the internet and as 
such the information is technically exempt from release in terms of Section 25 of the Freedom of Information (Scotland) Act 2002. 
In order to be more helpful to you I have provided you with hyperlinks to the latest versions for each order.  With regard to previous 
elections/referenda you would have to research this information yourself. 
Scottish Local Government Elections - payments made in line with COSLA Circular CO/145 (last revised with effect from 1 April 2010) 
as follows: £56.63 (contested seats). 
UK Parliament Election – The Parliamentary Elections (Returning Officers’ Charges) Order 
Scottish Parliament Election – The Scottish Parliamentary Elections (Returning Officer Fees and Charges) Regulations 
EU Referendum – The European Union Referendum (Counting Officers’ and Regional Counting Officers’ Charges) Regulations 
The distribution of the RO fee is a matter for the Returning Officer.  

Argyll and Bute Council 

I refer to your request for information which was dealt with in terms of the Freedom of Information (Scotland) Act 2002 (FOISA). 
I have to advise that this information is otherwise accessible to you at https://www.argyll-bute.gov.uk/council-and-government/financial-
statements  
The information requested can be found in the Chief Officers reanimation section of the accounts, please note that the recent Council 
election details have not yet been published.  

Clackmannanshire Council 

 
The Scottish Independence Referendum, the Counting Officer's fee was £2,500. 
UK Parliamentary Election 2015, the Returning Officer's fee was £3,744.  
Scottish Parliament Election 2016, the Returning Officer's fee was £3,875.   
The European Referendum 2016, the Counting Officer's fee was £2,500. 
The Local Government elections 2017, the Returning Officer's fee was £56.63 for each contested seat which amounted to £1019.34. 
Dumfries and Galloway Council 

While Returning Officers are not subject to the provisions of the Freedom of Information (Scotland) Act 2002, we are happy to assist. 
 
Information regarding payments made to Returning Officers at all of these elections is already in the public domain, in the case of the 
Independence Referendum, General Election and EU Referendum, in the various Charges Orders, which are available on 

http://www.opsi.gov.uk/psi/
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2017/637/contents/made
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ssi/2016/10/pdfs/ssi_20160010_en.pdf
http://www.electoralcommission.org.uk/__data/assets/pdf_file/0011/199442/The-European-Union-Referendum-Counting-Officers-and-Regional-Counting-Officers-Charges-Regulations-2016.pdf
https://www.argyll-bute.gov.uk/council-and-government/financial-statements
https://www.argyll-bute.gov.uk/council-and-government/financial-statements


legislation.gov.uk, and, in the case of the Local Government Elections, in the relevant COSLA circular.   
 
For your convenience these orders are: 
 
With respect to the statutory elections/referendums the fees are fixed by government by counting area or constituency as follows. 
 
Scottish Parliament Election Fees and Charges for the 2016 elections 
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ssi/2016/10/pdfs/ssi_20160010_en.pdf  (fixed by Scottish Government)  
 
The Parliamentary Elections (Returning Officers' Charges) Order 2015 
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2015/476/pdfs/uksi_20150476_en.pdf  (for the UK Parliamentary General Election 2015 fixed by UK 
Cabinet Office) 
 
The European Union Referendum (Counting Officers' and Regional Counting Officers' Charges) Regulations 2016 
http://www.electoralcommission.org.uk/__data/assets/pdf_file/0011/199442/The-European-Union-Referendum-Counting-Officers-and-
Regional-Counting-Officers-Charges-Regulations-2016.pdf  (fixed by UK Cabinet Office) 
 
The Scottish Independence Referendum (Chief Counting Officer and Counting Officer Charges and Expenses) Order 2014 
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ssi/2014/101/contents/made (fixed by Scottish Government) 
 
The fee rate for Council elections is covered by an agreement from COSLA which dates to 2008. 
Dundee City Council 

Please provide a breakdown of payments made to returning officers for the following elections: 
- 2014 Independence Referendum 
- 2015 General election 
- 2016 EU referendum 
- 2017 local government elections 
2014 Independence Referendum - £5212  
2015 General election - £6233 
2016 EU referendum - £4853 

http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ssi/2016/10/pdfs/ssi_20160010_en.pdf
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2015/476/pdfs/uksi_20150476_en.pdf
http://www.electoralcommission.org.uk/__data/assets/pdf_file/0011/199442/The-European-Union-Referendum-Counting-Officers-and-Regional-Counting-Officers-Charges-Regulations-2016.pdf
http://www.electoralcommission.org.uk/__data/assets/pdf_file/0011/199442/The-European-Union-Referendum-Counting-Officers-and-Regional-Counting-Officers-Charges-Regulations-2016.pdf
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ssi/2014/101/contents/made


2017 local government elections - £1600 

East Ayrshire Council 

For your information, I would wish to confirm that Returning Officers/Counting Officers are not subject to the Freedom of Information 
(Scotland) Act 2002. It is the Scottish Information Commissioner’s view that information in the possession of a Council Returning 
Officer/Counting Officer is deemed to be held by the Electoral Registration Officer or the Returning/Counting Officer respectively and 
not by the local authority. 
However, notwithstanding the above,  I am happy to respond to your enquiry as follows:- 
The Returning Officer costs are all covered by the relevant Fees and Charges Orders for the specific elections (apart from the Local 
Government Elections which are resourced by Councils). These Orders are already published by the relevant Government’s and are 
freely available in the public domain. 
In common with other Returning Officers, a proportion of this sum is used to meet other election staff payments and the Returning 
Officer intends to continue with this practice for the recently held Local and General Elections in East Ayrshire 

East Dunbartonshire Council 

While Returning Officers are not subject to the provisions of the Freedom of Information (Scotland) Act, I am happy to assist. 
 
Information regarding payments made to Returning Officers at all of these elections is already in the public domain, in the case of the 
Independence Referendum, General Election and EU Referendum, in the various Fees & Charges Orders, which are available on 
legislation.gov.uk, and , in the case of the Local Government Elections, in the relevant COSLA circular as previously attached. 
 
Scottish Parliament Election Fees and Charges for the 2016 elections 
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ssi/2016/10/pdfs/ssi_20160010_en.pdf 
(fixed by Scottish Government) (£4437) 
The Parliamentary Elections (Returning Officers Charges) Order 2015 
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2015/476/pdfs/uksi_20150476_en.pdffor the UK Parliamentary General Election 2015 fixed by UK 
Cabinet Office) (£3094) 
The European Union Referendum (Counting Officers and Regional Counting Officers Charges) Regulations 2016      

http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ssi/2016/10/pdfs/ssi_20160010_en.pdf
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2015/476/pdfs/uksi_20150476_en.pdf


http://www.electoralcommission.org.uk/__data/assets/pdf_file/0011/199442/ (fixed by UK Cabinet Office) (£3865) 
The Scottish Independence Referendum (Chief Counting Officer and Counting Officer Charges and Expenses) Order 2014 
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ssi/2014/101/contents/(fixed by Scottish Government) (£3965) 
 
East Lothian Council 
 
The majority of the information requested is exempt under Section 25(1) of the Freedom of Information (Scotland) Act 2002 as it is 
information which is otherwise accessible. In order to assist you, however, we have provided links to the relevant websites where the 
data is published:  
2014 Independence Referendum:  
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ssi/2014/101/contents/made 
2015 General Election:  
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2015/476/pdfs/uksi_20150476_en.pdf 
2016 EU Referendum:  
http://www.electoralcommission.org.uk/__data/assets/pdf_file/0011/199442/The-European-Union-Referendum-Counting-Officers-and-
Regional-Counting-Officers-Charges-Regulations-2016.pdf 
2017 Local Government Elections:  
The amount paid by East Lothian Council to the Returning Officer was £850. 
East Renfrewshire Council 

The amounts paid to the Returning Officer are as set out in the relevant fees and charges orders with regards to the 2014, 15, and 16 
contests whilst the amount paid for the 2017 local elections is as per the SJNC circular on fees for Returning Officers. 
 
The amounts paid were: 
- 2014 Independence Referendum  £3,421 
- 2015 General election  £3,423 
- 2016 EU referendum   £3,192 
- 2017 local government elections £1,019.34 
City of Edinburgh Council 

http://www.electoralcommission.org.uk/__data/assets/pdf_file/0011/199442/
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ssi/2014/101/contents/
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ssi/2014/101/contents/made
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2015/476/pdfs/uksi_20150476_en.pdf
http://www.electoralcommission.org.uk/__data/assets/pdf_file/0011/199442/The-European-Union-Referendum-Counting-Officers-and-Regional-Counting-Officers-Charges-Regulations-2016.pdf
http://www.electoralcommission.org.uk/__data/assets/pdf_file/0011/199442/The-European-Union-Referendum-Counting-Officers-and-Regional-Counting-Officers-Charges-Regulations-2016.pdf


While Returning Officers are not subject to the provisions of the Freedom of Information (Scotland) Act, I am happy to assist. 
Information regarding payments made to Returning Officers at all of these elections is already in the public domain, in the case of the 
Independence Referendum, General Election and EU Referendum, in the various Charges Orders, which are available on 
legislation.gov.uk and in the case of the Local Government Elections, in the relevant COSLA circular.   
For your convenience these orders are: 
With respect to the statutory elections/referendums the fees are fixed by government by counting area or constituency as follows. 
Scottish Parliament Election Fees and Charges for the 2016 elections 
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ssi/2016/10/pdfs/ssi_20160010_en.pdf (fixed by Scottish Government)  
The Parliamentary Elections (Returning Officers’ Charges) Order 2015 
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2015/476/pdfs/uksi_20150476_en.pdf (for the UK Parliamentary General Election 2015 fixed by UK 
Cabinet Office)  
The European Union Referendum (Counting Officers’ and Regional Counting Officers’ Charges) Regulations 2016 
http://www.electoralcommission.org.uk/__data/assets/pdf_file/0011/199442/The-European-Union-Referendum-Counting-Officers-and-
Regional-Counting-Officers-Charges-Regulations-2016.pdf   (fixed by UK Cabinet Office) 
The Scottish Independence Referendum (Chief Counting Officer and Counting Officer Charges and Expenses) Order 2014  
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ssi/2014/101/contents/made  (fixed by Scottish Government) 
The fee rate for Council elections is covered by an agreement from COSLA which dates to 2008 and is attached for information. 

15273 
Information.pdf  

Falkirk Council 

1. 2014 Independence Referendum – £2,768 
2. 2015 UK General Election £2,426 
3. 2016 EU Referendum - £2,637 
4. 2017 Local Government Elections – No payment has yet been made. The relevant circular for payment of Chief Officers in relation to 
Local Government Elections fixed the amount payable at £56.63 per contested seat. 
Fife Council 

http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ssi/2016/10/pdfs/ssi_20160010_en.pdf
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2015/476/pdfs/uksi_20150476_en.pdf
http://www.electoralcommission.org.uk/__data/assets/pdf_file/0011/199442/The-European-Union-Referendum-Counting-Officers-and-Regional-Counting-Officers-Charges-Regulations-2016.pdf
http://www.electoralcommission.org.uk/__data/assets/pdf_file/0011/199442/The-European-Union-Referendum-Counting-Officers-and-Regional-Counting-Officers-Charges-Regulations-2016.pdf
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ssi/2014/101/contents/made


The information you have requested is subject to an exemption under Section 17 of the Freedom of Information (Scotland) Act 2002 - 
Information not held. This office is not subject to the provisions of the Freedom of Information (Scotland) Act 2002. The information you 
have requested is held by the Returning Officer for the U.K. Parliamentary election 
 
Glasgow City Council 

While Returning Officers are not subject to the provisions of the Freedom of Information (Scotland) Act, we are happy to assist. 
Information regarding payments made to Returning Officers at all of these elections is already in the public domain, in the case of the 
Independence Referendum, General Election and EU Referendum, in the various Charges Orders, which are available on 
legislation.gov.uk , and , in the case of the Local Government Elections, in the relevant COSLA circular.   

Highland Council 

While Returning Officers are not subject to the provisions of the Freedom of Information (Scotland) Act, I can confirm the following 
information. 
Information regarding payments made to Returning Officers at all of these elections is already in the public domain, in the case of the 
Independence Referendum, General Election and EU Referendum, in the various Charges Orders, which are available on 
legislation.gov.uk, and , in the case of the Local Government Elections, in the relevant COSLA circular.   
For your convenience these orders are: 
With respect to the statutory elections/referendums the fees are fixed by government by counting area or constituency  as follows. 

Scottish Parliament Election Fees and Charges for the 2016 elections 
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ssi/2016/10/pdfs/ssi_20160010_en.pdf (fixed by Scottish Government)  
The Parliamentary Elections (Returning Officers’ Charges) Order 2015 
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2015/476/pdfs/uksi_20150476_en.pdf  (for the UK Parliamentary General Election 2015 fixed 
by UK Cabinet Office) 
The European Union Referendum (Counting Officers’ and Regional Counting Officers’ Charges) Regulations 2016 
http://www.electoralcommission.org.uk/__data/assets/pdf_file/0011/199442/The-European-Union-Referendum-Counting-
Officers-and-Regional-Counting-Officers-Charges-Regulations-2016.pdf  (fixed by UK Cabinet Office) 
The Scottish Independence Referendum (Chief Counting Officer and Counting Officer Charges and Expenses) Order 2014 
 http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ssi/2014/101/contents/made  (fixed by Scottish Government) 

http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ssi/2016/10/pdfs/ssi_20160010_en.pdf
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2015/476/pdfs/uksi_20150476_en.pdf
http://www.electoralcommission.org.uk/__data/assets/pdf_file/0011/199442/The-European-Union-Referendum-Counting-Officers-and-Regional-Counting-Officers-Charges-Regulations-2016.pdf
http://www.electoralcommission.org.uk/__data/assets/pdf_file/0011/199442/The-European-Union-Referendum-Counting-Officers-and-Regional-Counting-Officers-Charges-Regulations-2016.pdf
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ssi/2014/101/contents/made


The fee rate for Council elections is covered by an agreement from COSLA which dates to 2008.) 

Inverclyde Council 

You will be aware that the RO/CO is not a public authority under the Freedom of Information (Scotland) Act and as such is exempt from 
the disclosure requirements.  This is the advice given by the Electoral Commission. The Commission also advises in general that 
RO/CO’s may choose to disclose information requested where the information is already in the public domain or does not include 
personal data. 
The information you have requested is already available to the Scottish Parliament with the possible exception of the local election.  
Payment in this regard was £1245 for May 2017. 

Midlothian Council 

While Returning Officers are not subject to the provisions of the Freedom of Information (Scotland) Act, I am happy to assist. 
 Information regarding payments made to Returning Officers at all of these elections is already in the public domain, in the case of the 
Independence Referendum, General Election and EU Referendum, in the various Charges Orders, which are available on 
legislation.gov.uk, and , in the case of the Local Government Elections, in the relevant COSLA circular.   
 (For your convenience these orders are: 
With respect to the statutory elections/referendums the fees are fixed by government by counting area or constituency  as follows. 
Scottish Parliament Election Fees and Charges for the 2016 elections 
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ssi/2016/10/pdfs/ssi_20160010_en.pdf (fixed by Scottish Government)  
 

The Parliamentary Elections (Returning Officers’ Charges) Order 2015 
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2015/476/pdfs/uksi_20150476_en.pdf  (for the UK Parliamentary General Election 2015 fixed 
by UK Cabinet Office) 
 
 The European Union Referendum (Counting Officers’ and Regional Counting Officers’ Charges) Regulations 2016 
http://www.electoralcommission.org.uk/__data/assets/pdf_file/0011/199442/The-European-Union-Referendum-Counting-
Officers-and-Regional-Counting-Officers-Charges-Regulations-2016.pdf  (fixed by UK Cabinet Office) 
 
 The Scottish Independence Referendum (Chief Counting Officer and Counting Officer Charges and Expenses) Order 2014 
 http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ssi/2014/101/contents/made  (fixed by Scottish Government) 
 

http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ssi/2016/10/pdfs/ssi_20160010_en.pdf
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2015/476/pdfs/uksi_20150476_en.pdf
http://www.electoralcommission.org.uk/__data/assets/pdf_file/0011/199442/The-European-Union-Referendum-Counting-Officers-and-Regional-Counting-Officers-Charges-Regulations-2016.pdf
http://www.electoralcommission.org.uk/__data/assets/pdf_file/0011/199442/The-European-Union-Referendum-Counting-Officers-and-Regional-Counting-Officers-Charges-Regulations-2016.pdf
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ssi/2014/101/contents/made


 The fee rate for Council elections is covered by an agreement from COSLA which dates to 2008.) 
 
Moray Council 

1) 2014 Independence Referendum 
 
 Payment made to the Counting Officer for the Scottish Independence Referendum for the Moray local counting area on Thursday 19 
September 2014   
 
Payment made was £ 3,421 
 
This payment is as per the legislation 'The Scottish Independence Referendum (Chief Counting Officer and Counting Officer Charges 
and Expenses) Order 2014' publicly available at  http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ssi/2014/101/contents/made  
2) 2015 General election 
 
Payment made to Returning Officer for the UK Parliamentary Election for the Moray constituency  on Thursday 7 May 2015 Payment 
made was £ 3,422 This payment is as per the legislation 'The Parliamentary Elections (Returning Officers’ Charges) Order 2015' 
publicly available at  http://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2015/476/contents/made  
3) 2016 EU referendum 
 
Payment made to the Counting Officer for the Referendum on the UK’s membership of the European Union in the Moray local counting 
area on Thursday 23 June 2016 Payment made was £ 3,276 This payment is as per the legislation 'The European Union Referendum 
(Counting Officers’ and Regional Counting Officers’ Charges) Regulations 2016' publicly available at  
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2016/419/contents/made  
4) 2017 local government elections 
 
Payment made to the Returning Officer for the Local Government Election for the Moray Council on Thursday 4 May 2015 Payment 
made was £ 1472.38  
 
Local Government (Council) Election, 4 May 2017 - Payment for these elections are set by CoSLA. The fees were set in July 2008, 
detailed in circular 145. For the Council election, the Returning Officer is paid £56.63 per contested seat. There are 26 seats in Moray. 
Na h-Eileanan an Iar Constituency (Western Isles Council) 

While Returning Officers are not subject to the provisions of the Freedom of Information (Scotland) Act but, I am happy to assist. 

http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ssi/2014/101/contents/made
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2015/476/contents/made
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2016/419/contents/made


Information regarding payments made to Returning Officers at all of these elections is already in the public domain, in the case of the 
Independence Referendum, General Election and EU Referendum, in the various Charges Orders, which are available on 
legislation.gov.uk, and , in the case of the Local Government Elections, in the relevant COSLA circular. 
 

North Ayrshire Council 

We have now completed our research for the information you request and the responses to the questions submitted are listed below.  
 
UK Independence Referendum (2014) 
£5283 (gross) 
£3170 (net) 
UK Parliamentary Election (2015) 
£3622 (gross) 
£2053 (net) 
Scottish Parliamentary Election (2016) 
£8056 (gross) 
£4568 (net) 
EU Ref 2016 (Counting Officer) 
£3635 (gross) 
£2181 (net) 
 
Please note that this is 75% and the Returning Officer is due to receive a further outstanding payment of £1211. (£727 net) 
Irvine West By-Election 
Gross £234 (gross) 
Net £140 (net) 
NOTE: The Returning Officer did not take this payment. It was given to another member of staff who was shadowing her  
 
Council Elections 2017 (Payment not yet made) 
£1868 (gross) 
£1121 (net) 
General Elections 2017 – TBC 
 



North Lanarkshire Council 

In order to be of assistance, please find set out below relevant links to the various charges orders that set out details of payments made 
to returning officers. 
2014 Independence Referendum 

http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ssi/2014/101/contents/made 
2015 General Election 
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2015/476/pdfs/uksi_20150476_en.pdf 
2016 EU Referendum 

http://www.electoralcommission.org.uk/__data/assets/pdf_file/0011/199442/The-European-Union-Referendum-Counting-Officers-and-
Regional-Counting-Officers-Charges-Regulations-2016.pdf 
2017 Local Government Elections 

Fees are set by COSLA however, to be of assistance, I can advise that Returning Officers were paid £56.63 per contested seat 

Orkney Islands Council 

While Returning Officers are not subject to the provisions of the Freedom of Information (Scotland) Act but, I am happy to assist. 
Independence Referendum - £2,500 
2015 General election - £2,500 
2016 – EU referendum - £2,500 
2017 – local government elections - £1,100.43 

Perth & Kinross Council 

Information regarding payments made to Returning Officers at all of these elections is already in the public domain, in the case of the 
Independence Referendum, General Election and EU Referendum, in the various Charges Orders, which are available on 
legislation.gov.uk, and , in the case of the Local Government Elections, in the relevant COSLA circular.   
For your convenience these orders are: 
With respect to the statutory elections/referendums the fees are fixed by government by counting area or constituency as follows: 

http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ssi/2014/101/contents/made
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2015/476/pdfs/uksi_20150476_en.pdf
http://www.electoralcommission.org.uk/__data/assets/pdf_file/0011/199442/The-European-Union-Referendum-Counting-Officers-and-Regional-Counting-Officers-Charges-Regulations-2016.pdf
http://www.electoralcommission.org.uk/__data/assets/pdf_file/0011/199442/The-European-Union-Referendum-Counting-Officers-and-Regional-Counting-Officers-Charges-Regulations-2016.pdf


Scottish Parliament Election Fees and Charges for the 2016 elections 
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ssi/2016/10/pdfs/ssi_20160010_en.pdf (fixed by Scottish Government)  
The Parliamentary Elections (Returning Officers’ Charges) Order 2015 
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2015/476/pdfs/uksi_20150476_en.pdf  (for the UK Parliamentary General Election 2015 fixed 
by UK Cabinet Office) 
The European Union Referendum (Counting Officers’ and Regional Counting Officers’ Charges) Regulations 2016 
http://www.electoralcommission.org.uk/__data/assets/pdf_file/0011/199442/The-European-Union-Referendum-Counting-
Officers-and-Regional-Counting-Officers-Charges-Regulations-2016.pdf  (fixed by UK Cabinet Office) 
The Scottish Independence Referendum (Chief Counting Officer and Counting Officer Charges and Expenses) Order 2014 
 http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ssi/2014/101/contents/made  (fixed by Scottish Government) 

The fee rate for Council elections is covered by an agreement from COSLA which dates to 2008. Please find a copy of this circular 
attached.  

Renfrewshire Council 

Please be aware that Returning Officers and the information they hold as part of their statutory duty are not subject to the Freedom of 
Information (Scotland) Act 2002 and therefore, are not required to comply with requests for information. Some information, such as 
general payment information, is held by the Council in its own right and therefore subject to the Act.  
 
Information on payments received by the Chief Executive in her capacity as a Returning Officer are published on the Council website 
and are a matter of public record. They can be access here: 
http://www.renfrewshire.gov.uk/article/2292/Annual-Accounts-and-Key-Facts-and-Figures  
 
For ease of reference the payments received by the Returning Officer in respect of the elections covered in your request were as 
follows:  
 
Independence Referendum 2014  - £6369  
General Election 2015                  - £6,332.27 
European Referendum 2016         - £5,803.00 
Local Government Election 2017   - £2,435.09 (based on number of seats) 
 

http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ssi/2016/10/pdfs/ssi_20160010_en.pdf
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2015/476/pdfs/uksi_20150476_en.pdf
http://www.electoralcommission.org.uk/__data/assets/pdf_file/0011/199442/The-European-Union-Referendum-Counting-Officers-and-Regional-Counting-Officers-Charges-Regulations-2016.pdf
http://www.electoralcommission.org.uk/__data/assets/pdf_file/0011/199442/The-European-Union-Referendum-Counting-Officers-and-Regional-Counting-Officers-Charges-Regulations-2016.pdf
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ssi/2014/101/contents/made
http://www.renfrewshire.gov.uk/article/2292/Annual-Accounts-and-Key-Facts-and-Figures


It is worth noting that with the exception of Local Government Elections, the fees payable to Returning Officers in respect of elections 
and referenda are fixed by either the Westminster or Scottish Parliaments. These are set out in Fees and Charges Orders which 
require parliamentary approval. The UK Parliament set the Fees and Charges for the UK General Election in 2015 and European 
Referendum in 2015. The Scottish Parliament set the Fees and Charges order for the Scottish Independence Referendum.  
 
In respect of Local Government Elections, the fees are set with reference to COSLA guidance and are based on the number of seats 
being contested within each council area. 
 
Scottish Borders Council 

This information is held by the Returning Officer not the Council. The Returning Officer has confirmed she is happy to provide the 
information and the Council is replying on behalf of the Returning Officer. 
 
The amounts are as follows:- 
 
2014 Independence Referendum - £4368 
2015 General Election - £3712 
2016 EU Referendum - £4028 
2017 Local Government - £1925.42 
Shetland Islands Council 

2014 Independence Referendum -           Counting Officer fee £2,500   
2015 General election -           No payment made by our Council – the Returning Officer is based in Orkney Islands Council  
2016 EU referendum -           Counting Officer fee £2,500 
2017 local government elections -           Returning Officer fee £1,157.06 
All of these payments were subject to Income Tax and Superannuation, and with the exception of the LG elections in 2017, were 
reimbursed by central Government funds. 
South Ayrshire Council 

 
Year End 
Date 

Total 
Amount 

Breakdown 

31 March 2015 £1,250 Scottish Independence Referendum 
2014 



31 March 2016 £1,250 UK Parliament General Election 2015 

31 March 2017 £1,500 EU Referendum 2016 

Current Year £400 Local Government Election 2017 

 
 
South Lanarkshire Council 

I can advise you of the following information in relation to Returning Officer fees:- 

 2014 Independence Referendum - The Scottish Independence Referendum (Chief Counting Officer and Counting Officer Charges 
and Expenses) Order 2014  http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ssi/2014/101/contents/made  (fixed by Scottish Government) 

 2015 General Election - The Parliamentary Elections (Returning Officers’ Charges) Order 2017 - 
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2017/637/pdfs/uksi_20170637_en.pdf and 
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2017/671/pdfs/uksi_20170671_en.pdf 

 2016 EU Referendum - The European Union Referendum (Counting Officers’ and Regional Counting Officers’ Charges) 
Regulations 2016 http://www.electoralcommission.org.uk/__data/assets/pdf_file/0011/199442/The-European-Union-Referendum-
Counting-Officers-and-Regional-Counting-Officers-Charges-Regulations-2016.pdf  (fixed by UK Cabinet Office) 

 2017 local government elections - see attached 

COSLA Circular CO 
145 Returning Officers Fees from 2008.pdf 
Stirling Council 

Payments made to returning officers: 
 2014 Independence Referendum - £3,152 
2015 General election - £3,246 
2016 EU referendum - £3,002 
2017 local government elections - £1,300 

West Dunbartonshire Council 

http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ssi/2014/101/contents/made
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2017/637/pdfs/uksi_20170637_en.pdf
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2017/671/pdfs/uksi_20170671_en.pdf
http://www.electoralcommission.org.uk/__data/assets/pdf_file/0011/199442/The-European-Union-Referendum-Counting-Officers-and-Regional-Counting-Officers-Charges-Regulations-2016.pdf
http://www.electoralcommission.org.uk/__data/assets/pdf_file/0011/199442/The-European-Union-Referendum-Counting-Officers-and-Regional-Counting-Officers-Charges-Regulations-2016.pdf


The information that you have requested for the 2014 Independence Referendum, 2015 General  
 
Election and 2016 EU Referendum is available at legislation.gov.uk. 
 
Local Government (Council) Election, 4 May 2017 - Payment for these elections are set by CoSLA. The fees were set in July 2008, 
detailed in circular 145. 
 
For the Council election, the Returning Officer is paid £56.63 per contested seat. There are 22 seats in West Dunbartonshire Council. 
 
West Lothian Council 

I can confirm that the payment to the Returning Officer in the following contests were as follows: 
 
2014 Independence Referendum (payment to Counting Officer)                     £ 6,297.00  
2015 General election                                                                                       £ 7,899.00 
2016 EU referendum                                                                                         £ 6,012.00 
2017 local government elections                                                                       £ nil 

 


