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Local Government and Communities Committee 
 

Scottish Local Government Elections and Voting 
 

Submission from the Electoral Commission 
 
The Electoral Commission has a range of responsibilities in relation to local 
government elections in Scotland. These include: 
 

 Guidance and advice to electoral administrators, candidates and agents 
 Operation of an statutory observer’s scheme  
 Setting standards for the running of these elections and monitoring 

Returning Officers’ performance against these standards 
 Running a public awareness campaign so that voters know how to 

participate in the elections  
 Reporting on the administration of the local government elections. 

 
This briefing provides information about our public awareness campaign for the 
2017 local government elections to help inform the Committee’s round table 
discussions on voter participation at the elections. 
 
The campaign 
 
The Electoral Commission will be running a multi-media public information 
campaign ahead of the 4 May 2017 council elections in Scotland. The public 
awareness activity will have two key aims: 

 To provide voters with information on how to register and the deadline for 
doing so  

 To provide voters with information on the date of the elections and on how 
to cast their votes 

 
There will be two phases to the campaign. The registration phase will aim to 
raise awareness that you need to register by the 17 April to be able to vote in the 
council elections. The voter information phase will provide information on the 
different ways of voting and explain to voters how to complete their ballot papers 
confidently using numbers in order of their choice.  
 
The campaign will include TV, radio, press and online advertising with a strong 
focus on the digital element. This focus will allow us to communicate targeted 
messages to different groups including students and 15-17 year olds. 
 
A voter information booklet will be sent to every household in Scotland in the 
week of 3 April. This will contain information on how to register to vote; the 
different ways to vote (including in person, proxy and postal voting) and how to 
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complete the ballot paper using numbers. This booklet will also be available in a 
range of alternative formats and community languages. 
 
Partnership working 
 
Partnership working is a vital component of the Commission’s work to reach   
under-registered groups and those facing barriers to participation in democracy. 
The Commission works in partnership with a wide range of public and voluntary 
organisations to effectively target voter information at young people, students, 
BME communities, disabled people and private renters.  This has included 
working with Shelter Scotland to reach homeless people, private renters and 
those in insecure housing with information about registering and voting. We have 
also worked with Enable Scotland to provide Easy Read voter information to 
people with learning disabilities and with the MOD to target service voters. We 
will continue to work with existing and new partners, including those working with 
young people, in the run-up to the 2017 local government elections to widen the 
impact of our partnership work.   
 
Further information and examples of our partnership work can be found in our 
report on Public awareness at the 5 May 2016 elections and the EU referendum 
 
Returning Officers also have responsibility for promoting awareness of how to 
participate in council elections and we will continue to work with Returning 
Officers, Electoral Registration Officers and their communications teams to 
extend the reach of our public awareness campaign. This will include providing 
campaign resources for councils to adapt and use locally. 

 
15-17 year olds 
 
The Commission will undertake bespoke partnership activity in relation to 15-17 
year olds. This will include activity in schools to replicate the success of our 
‘Ready to vote’ campaign launched ahead of the Scottish Parliament election 
which approximately 80% of Scottish secondary schools participated in. We will 
again work with a range of bodies to deliver this including Education Scotland, 
The Association of Directors in Education Scotland, School Leaders Scotland 
and the Electoral Management Board. 
 
We will update MSPs updated in the coming months as our public awareness 
plans develop. This will include notifying MSPs of resources they can use to 
promote awareness of, and participation in, the local government elections. 
 
Sarah Mackie 
Senior Officer - Communications 

http://www.electoralcommission.org.uk/__data/assets/pdf_file/0014/213800/May-2016-and-EU-referendum-public-awareness-evaluation-report.pdf

