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6th March 2018 
 
Dear Mr Finnie, 

 
Police Scotland’s former Counter Corruption Unit 

 
Thank you for your letter of 2 March regarding our oversight of Police Scotland.  You asked about 
our oversight of the process by which Police Scotland intends to comply with an IPT judgement.  
You also asked when we would next be inspecting Police Scotland’s anti-corruption unit. 
 
In performing our role in relation to oversight, depending on the circumstances and whether the 
issue under consideration engages IPCO’s remit, we may well be involved in overseeing or enforcing 
Police Scotland’s compliance with an IPT judgment through our inspections, to ensure that the 
conduct in question is consistent with the IPT’s decision. Further, in the event that the IPT 
determines that a public authority has acted unlawfully, this would be considered as part of any 
application by that authority to use a power which requires judicial approval. It follows that if the 
IPT concludes that Police Scotland’s approach is in breach of its judgment of 8 August 2016, this 
issue will be considered as part of the IPCO’s next inspection of this Force.  
 
The issue with Police Scotland’s anti-corruption unit arose during a communications data (CD) 
inspection carried out by the former IOCCO.  Since that June 2015 inspection, there were two more 
CD inspections of Police Scotland by IOCCO, in June 2016 and July 2017.  IPCO took over oversight 
responsibilities from IOCCO (and the Surveillance and Intelligence Services Commissioners) on 1 
September 2017.  IPCO’s first inspection of Police Scotland is not currently scheduled, but will be 
later this year. 
 



Those IOCCO inspections, and future IPCO inspections, include an inspection of the anti-corruption 
unit.  Our ‘baseline’ sets out a series of issues that inspectors must look at, and includes the 
following: 
 
“Applications submitted by the Professional Standards Department (PSD) or the Anti-Corruption 
Unit (ACU) must comply with [the Regulation of Investigatory Powers Act] and [the Codes of 
Practice]. Inspectors will examine a good cross section of applications submitted by PSD / ACU and 
set out any findings.” 
 
Parliamentary and judicial oversight are important and complementary safeguards against the 
potential abuse of investigatory powers by public authorities.   
 
I am very happy to provide any further assistance required. 

 
With best wishes 

 
The Rt. Hon. Lord Justice Fulford  

The Investigatory Powers Commissioner 
 


