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Stop and Search - Code of Practice and Power to search children for alcohol 
 
I am writing to inform the Committee that analysis of responses to the two recent 
consultations on Stop and Search - one on a draft Code of Practice and the other on 
police powers to search children for alcohol, was published today at 
http://www.gov.scot/Publications/Recent. My officials have engaged extensively with 
a wide range of children and young peoples’ organisations and groups to encourage 
them to actively participate in, and to respond to, these consultations.    
 
I would also like to take this opportunity to set out next steps for the Committee. On 
the Code of Practice, Scottish Government officials are continuing to work with the 
independent Stop and Search Advisory Group, chaired by John Scott QC, to revise 
the Code and respond to issues raised in the consultation in preparation for laying 
before Parliament by 12 January 2017 as required by the Criminal Justice Act.  
 
On police powers to search children for alcohol, I said in my introduction to the 
consultation paper that this is a complex issue and it is vitally important that we get 
the balance right. I believe that, at this time,  there is not sufficient evidence to 
support creating a new power. However, in line with the response from Police 
Scotland, I propose to reassess the  situation after the Code of Practice has been in 
force for a suitable time.  
 
I therefore propose that there should be an assessment after the Code has been in in 
force for 12 months (with an interim assessment after 6 months), during which time a 
range of additional evidence will be gathered. 
 
In reaching this position, I have followed advice from the independent Stop and 
Search Advisory Group. 
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I hope the above information is helpful to the Committee. 
 
A copy of this letter has been sent to Mary Fee, Convener of the Justice Sub-
Committee on Policing 
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