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Justice Committee 
 

Remand 
 

Written submission from Comhairle Nan Eilean Siar 
 
I am writing in response to the email correspondence sent to Malcolm Burr, Chief 
Executive, on 12 March 2018 regarding the Justice Committee taking evidence on 
the use of remand in Scotland. 
 
In terms of the Comhairle Nan Eilean Siar area the following are answers to your set 
questions: 
 
Bail – what is available to support the use of bail in situations where a court 
might otherwise consider remanding a person in custody (eg supervised bail 
services)? 
 
Due to low numbers of people remanded from our Local Authority area there is no 
dedicated set scheme for bail support or supervision. However, there are strong links 
between the Criminal Justice Social Work (CJSW) service and the local Scottish 
Court Service / COPFS and a bail support or supervision scheme can be provided 
upon request from the CJSW at immediate notice. 
 
During and following remand – what support is available to mitigate the 
possible negative effects of remand on both prisoners and their families (eg in 
relation to continuity of housing, employment and benefits)? 
 
Again, the use of remand locally is low and no dedicated set scheme for this support 
exists – however strong links between CJSW and homeless services or the local 
Registered Social Landlord ensures that communication occurs to prevent 
individuals on remand for significant periods of time do not accrue arrears. Prisoners 
also make good use of induction and link centre contacts within establishments to 
mitigate negative effects of remand relating to benefits and employment. 
 

• information on services provided by relevant partner agencies 
(including third sector) as well as those provided directly by local 
authorities 

• whether the availability of services for men and women differs (including 
reasons for any such differences) 

• other potential restrictions on services (eg in terms of numbers of 
available places or locations) 

• examples of successful schemes and good practice 
• challenges in providing services (eg geographical, population density or 

funding) 
 
There are no direct dedicated services locally provided to those on remand. The low 
numbers remanded locally allow an individualised approach where communication 
between agencies to prevent negative experiences can occur. There are no 
differences in availability of individualised services for men or for women. There are 
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no restrictions on services in terms of numbers as use of remand from the two 
Courts locally is low in frequency. There can be challenges should there be a 
request for bail supervision or support for an individual from a very remote area of 
the islands where there are large distances or ferry travel for staff to meet with 
service users, however once more the low use of remand in general has meant there 
have been no referrals presenting such a challenge as yet. 
 
I trust that this information is of benefit in the evidence being gathered by the Justice 
Committee. 
 
Michael Stewart 
Social Work Services Manager 
21 March 2018 
 


