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I had a successful business but in 2010 I was remanded to HMP Edinburgh, as a 
direct result my business suffered and my family life suffered beyond repair. I 
estimate being remanded cost me approx £2 million. I was granted bail after 12 
weeks and thereafter went on to be found not guilty when the complainer admitted 
lying.  
  
Remand is being used far too much, you are treated as guilty although you are still 
innocent and a large number of people are found not guilty. Your family go through 
the trauma of visits and are forced to undergo searches and feel continually under 
pressure.  
  
I would also point out that when on remand you are not entitled to dental care, eye 
care or in some cases have to cut your own hair. If you have a dental emergency 
you may if very lucky get an emergency appointment but I saw people waiting 6 
weeks plus. 
  
You are limited to what you can spend on food, toiletries etc although you are 
innocent. In my case I had very limited if any access to my business, business 
documents or the ability to run my business even in a restricted fashion. The 
telephones are in high demand due to limited times available and the number of 
people looking to use them  
  
The majority of remand prisoners have issues with their relationships due to the 
situation. Problems arise from telephones, the telephone can only be used at open 
times, then there is a queue but the most important issue I saw was to call a landline 
is 8p / min a mobile at 18p / min and most people’s partners only had mobiles. These 
charges could be reduced to almost zero especially landlines, the same charge 
relates if you’re calling your lawyer, legal calls should be free. In any event remand 
prisoners should get free or as good as free calls.  
  
I suggest telephones in the cells would make a huge difference, you could use the 
phone when it was convenient to the family and also be removed as a punishment 
as like a tv is. 
 
It would also remove the use of mobiles required, mobiles are not just being used by 
gangsters, normal people are using them just to call home and some are so keen to 
call home they end up in debt to the phones owner. If they had cheaper calls or 
phones in cells it would end this. 
  
There are scanners in the jails, the calls now are just sent over data so the telephone 
is not making the call this means all calls are encrypted via what’s app etc. If you had 
room phones you could monitor anybody suspected of a crime. The jammers have 
only made the calls more secure. 
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I would also think the smoking ban will have issues on remand as some people are 
in / out on regular basis. Perhaps when in the system on a long term they will be able 
to break the habit but I think there will be more tobacco smuggled into remand, more 
pressure because if they think I’m on remand for 1 week, 4 weeks etc I’m not 
stopping. Yes smoking needs banned, I do not smoke and I was unhappy having to 
sit within a smoking contaminated area.  
  
One of the managers told me a big issue was remand due to domestic issues. Yes 
any partner needs protected but I saw a number of people who had a small 
argument, bail was granted not to return to the home and no doubt couple of days 
later both parties were friends again, the man had returned and technically he was in 
breach of bail he was remanded. That then caused more upset between the parties, 
no doubt one feels guilty the other angry.  
  
A better idea would be when bail is being granted it’s for 1 week, in that time a 
mediator calls both parties to see if it is in the cold light of day are issues as bad as 
they said. If bail is to stand that they can’t return home where does the normal 
person go? That’s why they end up back at home and breach bail. So the cases 
where bail conditions state they can’t go home the case should be fast tracked into 
court within 2 or 3 weeks. That stops remand, gets the person out the system, lets 
the family reconnect if that’s what’s wanted but where children are concerned helps 
get back to normal. 
  
The crazy fact is, a person gets remanded for breaching bail by returning to the 
home, but when on remand their partner visits every day and they speak on the 
phone. Where is the logic in that ... it’s life, couples argue and arguments get out of 
hand, things are said and suddenly the police are called and I think it’s too black and 
white, argument means intervention. In the cold light of day couples make up but 
they then find they can’t be in same house, they don’t want that but they are stuck in 
limbo, perhaps for 6 months, that affects kids, work and perhaps a tenancy.  
  
A much more cost effective way would be to release on home curfew and police 
reporting of required. A 6pm-6am home stay would keep them out of prison, allow 
them to keep their home a job and help any children - it would also save money.  
  
My understanding is that if a person is fully committed ie on remand for 4 months or 
perhaps more as in high court cases most are on remand 12 months, they lose their 
home / tenancy.  
  
A great deal of people visiting remand are intimidated by the process and dealt with 
as guilty when all parties are innocent - my family found it very hard and intimidating, 
they were frightened they did something wrong, remand should be a very last resort 
especially when the person has never had a previous custodial sentence or when if 
found guilty they are not expected to serve more than say 2 years. A lower 
population would save money but would also allow more time and budget to address 
the problems of the people on remand.  
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