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Justice Committee 
 

Inquiry into the role and purpose of the Crown Office and Procurator Fiscal 
Service 

 
Written submission – anonymous 1 

 
I am submitting information regarding the COPFS inquiry. I have previously 
contacted the clerk as I was only very recently informed that an inquiry was taking 
place. She has given me an extension to enable me to contribute. 
  
The start of our involvement with Police Scotland which followed on to involvement 
with the COPFS was [date] 2015. My two children had been physically assaulted by 
their father and following this they suffered greatly as a result of COPFS not 
understanding the needs of vulnerable victims and witnesses in criminal cases. 
  
The police charged my children's father with physical assault of both of them two 
months later and bail conditions were put in place. The bail conditions made my 
children feel safer as they previously had not felt safe and worried about any further 
contact with him. The police phoned and spoke with me on the day that their father 
was charged and let me know that he was due to appear in court on [date] 2016. The 
policeman said that if I contacted the police at the end of the day on that date they 
would make me aware of what had happened at court. 
  
We received no further correspondence. for the whole period until the trial date my 
daughter who had just had her 15 birthday asked me everyday mummy have you 
heard anything ....what is happening. Every day was stressful for her as a result of 
the very physical attack by her father. This was followed by visits at home from the 
police where she had to repeat what had happened. This was followed by a visit to 
the police station and the Joint interview process. My daughter was pale and 
physically trembling with the stress of these situations and the seriousness of the 
people that she was now involved with. Following this her younger brother had to 
face the same experiences. After this there was nothing ....except a social worker 
who very briefly visited our home for around 20 minutes and spoke with me and said 
there was no place for social work in our situation and left. We had no further 
communication from anyone....there was no support for my daughter or her younger 
brother. They had been physically assaulted and their father had been charged. I 
was trying to support them both and help them to cope with every day. 
  
As we neared the trial date my daughter was becoming more and more stressed and 
anxious. Following the assault she had trouble sleeping ...it took her hours to get to 
sleep...she relived her experience ...she had thought that her father was going to kill 
her in his physical assault of her. When she did sleep she woke having nightmares 
about her assault. She didn't feel safe. She didn't want to be alone at home or 
anywhere. She didn't want to go anywhere on her own. She was always looking 
behind her. She had received an injury during the assault which means she can't 
write for any length of time and requires to use a laptop in school to complete 
extended pieces of written work. Certain novel studies cause her connection 
difficulties. She loves sports and previously had a big weekly commitment to certain 
sports but this injury limited her involvement. 
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All of these worries heightened as we approached the trial date. On the day I could 
sense her immense apprehension. She was really struggling at the start of the day. 
  
As I neared the end of the afternoon I called Police Scotland for an update of 
information from that day. I was astounded and overwhelmed by the reply that I 
received. Their father had received a letter the week before to say that he did not 
require to attend court and that bail conditions had been lifted. They had no further 
information about what had happened or why. 
  
When my daughter came out of school at 5pm that day she got in the car and asked 
me as she was getting in, what happened today mummy. I knew that my response 
was going to be very difficult for her as it had been for me when I received this 
information. I still couldn't comprehend this information in any way. She broke down 
completely, there were tears streaming down her face. She just couldn't understand. 
Why had this happened? Why was she not been informed of this? Why had she had 
to go through this day the way she had for no reason....she had felt so anxious that 
she had felt sick all day as today's date was the only piece of information that she 
had. 
  
I got her home. She went to bed in her school uniform and cried for hours. I didn't 
know what to do. I tried as hard as I could to support her. I myself had no level of 
understanding about how this could happen. We have had no previous involvement 
with the police or COPFS. Her younger brother who also was struggling with every 
aspect of his physical assaults which had been, unknown to me, ongoing in the 
family home, was so upset seeing his sister like this. She had never at any point 
gone to bed in her school uniform and cried for this prolonged time until she fell 
asleep. I had no one to contact for help. 
  
My daughter couldn't understand how she and her brother hadn't been told about the 
change in the court date and why they hadn't been told about the change in bail 
conditions as they directly related to them. I didn't have the answers to these 
questions. It is an evening that we will never forget. 
  
Months went by where I tried to find out what was happening again day after day 
...month after month of no information. I phoned the COPFS for an update on the 
case and I was told that the case was ongoing. 
  
Women's Aid were attempting to support us. I had gone to their drop in session the 
day after the supposed trial date trying to get some help on how I could support my 
children with the events of the day before. They listened to me on my visits and 
realised that there had been domestic abuse in our family on the long term and I 
completed their risk assessment which resulted in a raised level of risk and a 
MARAC meeting. This was held in April. 
  
From this April MARAC meeting they found out that the case had been diverted to 
social work and the diversion had happened when their father had received the letter 
a week before the court date. So at the end of April we started to find out a bit of 
information following the MARAC meeting and only because of the MARAC meeting. 
If that meeting hadn't taken place we still would know nothing. This helped a little but 
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what was diversion? What was happening with social work and their father? Why did 
this happen? Why were they not informed? We still don't l know these answers and it 
is now October 2016. 
  
With respect to this inquiry about the COPFS and this question...how does the 
COPFS protect and support witnesses and victims. It doesn't. It hasn't protected and 
supported my children. It hasn't informed them of any aspect of the case that they 
were involved in. It was vital that they were supported following their experiences. 
  
My daughter wrote a letter to COPFS on the 24th April following months of no 
information and worrying and feeling anxious every day. It was very heartfelt about 
how it feels to have experienced what she has experienced and the huge impact that 
the events have had on her life. Both the physical assault and life following the 
assault. How she can't study for exams because she can't focus the way that she 
used to as she struggles to block out her experiences and thoughts about what is 
happening and why. She was due to sit exams and controlled assessments following 
the Easter holiday. In her letter she asked why she was not being informed about the 
case. She was letting COPFS know about what life has been like for her before and 
after the assault and how she felt that it is important that her voice is heard and that 
she would rather be involved and go to court. She had heard that COPFS prefer not 
to have children experience court as it can be stressful. My daughter thought that 
nothing could be more stressful than the months of nothingness that she and her 
brother had encountered.  
  
The reply that she received at the very end of June again lead to another break 
down for her. Another occasion where she could not believe the contents of letter. It 
is another night that we will never be able to forget. 
  
It stated that the procurator who had dealt with the case had recognised the assaults 
on her younger brother but had not recognised the assault on her. The letter 
continued to say that the procurator who was replying to her letter had further 
investigated the assaults and had found that the procurator who had dealt with the 
case had made an incorrect decision and that she could see that there was evidence 
of the physical assault on her. The letter upheld that the wrong decision had been 
made and that a prosecution should have been made. But the case was now closed 
so no further action could be taken. My daughter said mummy I thought that he was 
going to kill me how could anyone ever not consider that to be an assault. 
  
The letter then added that we should have been referred to Victim Information and 
Support. They would have kept us updated on the case. The letter upheld her 
complaint about not being informed and stated that an error has been made. These 
two major errors have meant that my children have suffered. In the letter it stated 
that the procurator decides what action to take, if any, in public interest. My children's 
father works with children. So it directly relates to public interest. 
  
The COPFS have not ensured that justice has been done. They have not protected 
and supported my children as vulnerable witnesses and victims. They have made my 
two children endure and suffer more as a result of them not being informed and 
supported and the correct decision not being made. My daughter’s opinion of the 
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justice system is sad to listen to. That at her young age she has had this extremely 
negative experience. 
  
We were advised by Women's Aid to submit Right to Review documentation. Both 
my children completed and submitted these documents. It was extremely difficult for 
them and took lots of time to do this. They received replies from COPFS saying that 
they did not have the Right to a Review. Again difficult. It would appear that in the 
view of COPFS children do not have the right to anything..information..support or 
Justice. 
  
My daughter has been attending physiotherapy following a referral by her GP with 
little improvement. She has now been referred to a surgery consultant and has an 
appointment in December to see if they can help her to recover from her injury. 
  
I have read the Joint Protocol between Police Scotland and the COPFS. It was 
brought to my attention recently. I can see lots of points where my children's case did 
not follow the procedures. Particularly Decision Making 14, 16 and Prosecution 18. I 
have also now read many other pieces of documentation to try to reach some or 
indeed any level of understanding of events. These documents have taken time and 
finance to put in place with the intention that they are followed. Reading the 
documentation in place they have not been followed. The COPFS have a vital job to 
do. Their decisions have a massive impact on people's lives and it is important that 
they do their job correctly. How it is possible that they made two major errors in my 
children's case I really can't comprehend. I also have a very important role in my 
profession but I am proud to say that in my career spanning over 30 years I have 
managed to ensure that I have not made any errors on this scale. I work diligently to 
carry out my job to the best of my ability as I know that my role is vital in children's 
development. How they managed to achieve this level of failure is totally 
unacceptable and has led to both my children having a year of anticipation of 
unknown quantity. 
  
I am unsure if this is the correct way to submit information to the inquiry. I have never 
submitted information to an inquiry before. I am just submitting evidence of my 
children's experience of COPFS. I feel that if there are other families who are 
experiencing what we have experienced then it is vital that they are informed, 
supported and that documentation is followed to enable justice to occur. Children 
need to be helped and supported when they have suffered these types of 
experiences. They need to have information about what is happening and what is 
going to happen next instead of wondering and worrying about the unknown. 
  
It has taken a long time for me to write this submission. I do wish to be anonymous 
and for my children to be anonymous. It is to help with the inquiry and try to ensure 
that this does not happen again for any other children.  
 
Anonymous 
17 November 2016 
 


