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Dear Norma,  
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7 September 2017 

 
Civil Litigation (Expenses and Group Proceedings) (Scotland) Bill 
 
The Justice Committee is currently undertaking scrutiny of the Civil Litigation 
(Expenses and Group Proceedings) (Scotland) Bill at Stage 1.1 As part of that 
scrutiny, the Committee is responsible for considering the financial and other 
impacts of the Bill.  
 
The Financial Memorandum accompanying the Bill suggests that it may lead to an 
increase in the number of claims brought against NHS Scotland health boards. 
However, the Financial Memorandum does not provide an estimate of the number 
of additional claims or what the potential costs to NHS Scotland might be.  
 
The Finance and Constitution Committee also issued a call for evidence on the 
Financial Memorandum, and three responses were received from NHS Scotland 
health boards.2 These responses suggested that the Bill would lead to an increase 
in clinical negligence claims against health boards.  
 

                                            
1
 http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/CurrentCommittees/105294.aspx 

2
 http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/CurrentCommittees/105196.aspx  

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/CurrentCommittees/105294.aspx
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/CurrentCommittees/105196.aspx
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The Committee is keen to ensure that it has sufficient data available with which it 
can more robustly assess the potential impact of the Bill. The Committee would 
therefore be grateful if you could provide the information on the following: 
 

 the number of claims against NHS Scotland health boards in the last five 
years; 

 whether that number has been increasing;  

 what you consider the likely impact of the Bill would be for NHS Scotland; 
and 

 whether any preparations are being made in anticipation of the changes 
proposed in the Bill and/or to deal with any rise in the number of claims.  

 
As the Committee has now begun to take evidence on the Bill, the Committee would 
be grateful for a reply to this letter as soon as possible, and preferably no later than 
Wednesday 27 September.  
 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Margaret Mitchell MSP 
Convener, Justice Committee 
 


