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6 August 2018 
 
 
 
Dear Bob 
 
MINISTERIAL WORKING GROUP ON BUILDING AND FIRE SAFETY – FIRE DOORS 
 
On the 15 March 2018, I provided the Local Government and Communities Committee with a 
written update in regards to a statement that the then Secretary of State for Housing, 
Communities and Local Government, the Rt Hon Sajid Javid MP made to the UK Parliament.  
Mr Javid advised that a fire door tested as part of the Metropolitan Police Service’s 
investigation into the Grenfell Tower fire, failed the test after 15 minutes, when it should have 
lasted for 30 minutes. 
 
I wrote at the time to reassure the Committee that the Ministerial Working Group and 
Scottish Government officials were in close liaison with UK officials on the matter and at that 
stage, there was nothing to suggest a wider problem.  I am now writing to provide you with 
an update. 
 
The UK Ministry of Housing, Communities and Local Government (MHCLG) developed a 
testing programme along with their independent Expert Panel on building safety to look into 
the matter in more detail with further tests.  Following a series of tests by the Expert Panel, 
sufficient evidence became available to conclude that composite doors supplied by Manse 
Masterdor and Masterdor Limited did not meet the 30-minute fire resistance standard they 
were marketed as providing.   
 
Following the discovery of the issue with Manse Masterdor manufactured doors, the Expert 
Panel agreed a wider testing programme with the MHCLG to include other manufacturers.  It 
has now been confirmed that a further three manufacturer’s products have failed the tests to 
date.  The UK Government has instructed major suppliers of fire doors to meet this week and 
agree a clear plan of action to tackle the failings that have been identified. 
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The products that have failed tests to date are:  
 

 glazed and unglazed doors supplied by Manse Masterdor and Masterdor Limited; 
 

 glazed composite doors supplied by Specialist Building Products Limited (trading as 
Permadoor), Solar Windows Limited and Birtley Group Limited (trading as Bowater by 
Birtley).   

 
Since 2005, building regulations in Scotland have required that doors to individual flats in 
high-rise domestic buildings be 60-minute fire-resisting self-closing doors. 30-minute fire 
doors should not, therefore, have been fitted as flat entrance doors in new-build or 
refurbished high-rise properties in Scotland where the building warrant was applied for on, or 
after, 1 May 2005.  The advice from both the independent Expert Panel for building safety 
and the Scottish Fire and Rescue Service remains that the risk to public safety is low. 
 
I have written to both Local Authority and Housing Association Chief Executives to make 
them aware of the current position, providing them with the attached updated advice note in 
relation to replacing front door entrance fire doors in Scotland following previous advice 
provided.  I have also written to the manufacturers of the failed fire doors, requesting they 
check their records and notify Scottish customers who may have purchased from them doors 
that have failed to meet the necessary standards.  Separately, I have written to the Rt Hon 
James Brokenshire MP, Secretary of State for Housing, Communities and Local Government 
on the matter and highlighting the importance of continued sharing of information. Officials 
have also written to local authority Building Standards managers highlighting and directing 
them to the regulations around fire door specification in Scotland. 
 
Scottish Government officials continue to liaise with UK officials on this matter and the 
Ministerial Working Group will carefully consider any information that becomes available to 
ensure that any necessary action is taken in Scotland.  I will continue to keep the Committee 
apprised of any significant developments on this matter. 
 
Kind regards 

 
 
 
KEVIN STEWART 
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