
 
Written Submission - William James Dundas 
 
I am sixty years old. I have known and visited the original Glasgow School of Art 
building, designed by Charles Rennie Mackintosh, since I was fourteen. I have been 
a member of the Charles Rennie Mackintosh Society since 1974. I joined the society 
at a meeting held in the Glasgow School of Art. 
 
I have conducted private tours of this, and other Mackintosh building since my youth, 
and have accompanied groups on tours conducted by art school guides on several 
occasions. On one notable occasion a large group was split into two groups. One 
group was guided by Harry Barnes (then Director of the school) and the other was 
guided by my seventeen year old self! 
 
The Glasgow School of Art building has been a significant beacon of architectural 
form, style and influence since it was first built. It continued as such until it was 
significantly damaged in the 2014 fire, and subsequently destroyed in this year’s fire. 
 
The importance of this building, the fact that it is recognised all around the world and 
informs the training and education of architects today demands that it should be 
reinstated.  
 
Glasgow owes it to the world that the doors, corridors, stairs, studios and other spaces 
designed by Charles Rennie Mackintosh should be there to be walked through, 
experienced, understood and enjoyed again. 
 
The damage inflicted on this building in two fires within four years is a scandal and 
cause for analytical investigation by the police, fire service, all government agencies 
who have funded the building and all other stakeholders. 
 
Any body or individual who may have dealings with the board or management of 
Glasgow School of Art should be wary of their concept of full transparency. Total truth 
and unimpaired honesty have greater value. 
 
I, among others, have detected extreme hubris and a condescending tone when trying 
to make reasonable communication with these folk. They like me are but human 
beings. I am one of those people they speak of as the ordinary Glaswegians who have 
a  passion for this unique building. 
 
I offered help and advice to these people after the 2014 fire. Their response has left 
me unwilling to subject myself to their discourtesy and lack of gratitude ever again.  
 
I, am a stakeholder, as a member of the tax paying public, and as such have a 
legitimate right to ask questions, and where appropriate, to hold them to account.  
 
Sadly they seem not to recognise my rights nor their responsibilities. 
 
A primary task facing the committee will be to disrobe these elitist folk of the circular 
discourse which they so often indulge themselves. 
 



A major challenge for the committee will be to establish the essence and the truth, that 
may be hidden within the monotonous and repetitive narrative of those being 
investigated.   
 
 
I know what the moral high ground is and I choose to inhabit it.  
 
 
 


