
Age of Criminal Responsibility (Scotland) Bill Toolkit 

This toolkit contains: 
 

 How to use the toolkit 

 Background to the Bill 

 How to feed back to the Committee 

 What happens next, and how to keep in touch 

 Powerpoint presentations 

 Printouts 

 
 

How to use the toolkit: 
 
There are two levels of Powerpoint resources and printouts: generally, one is aimed 
at primary aged children, and the other is more suitable for secondary level, though 
we would encourage you to use your own professional judgement as to which is 
more appropriate for the young people you work with.  
 
Each resource has a Powerpoint slideshow and some printable sheets. Please use 
them to investigate and discuss the issue – they can support group discussion or 
class debate, discursive or persuasive writing – it’s a resource for you, so use it as 
you see fit. It is meant to be a starting point for discussion, so feel free to do further 
research and investigation, or let us know if you need more information about the 
Committee’s work. 
 
Below is some information about the Bill, to help inform your discussions, and some 
notes about how a Bill passes through Parliament. You’ll also find information on 
how to feed back to the Committee. 
 
If you have any questions at all, please contact the Equalities and Human Rights 
Committee clerking team on 0131 348 5227 or by emailing 
equalities.humanrights@parliament.scot. 
 
 
Please send us your responses by Friday 5 October 2018.

mailto:equalities.humanrights@parliament.scot
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AGE OF CRIMINAL RESPONSIBILITY (SCOTLAND) BILL 
 

Background  

 Currently, children under 12 cannot be dealt with in a criminal court in 

Scotland. Instead of going to court, children’s harmful behaviour is addressed 

through the children’s hearing system. However, a child can be held 

responsible for a crime from the age of eight. This is called the ‘age of criminal 

responsibility’. This is the lowest age in Europe.  

 

 Some children who carry out crimes have had difficult lives. The Bill wants to 

stop children under the age of 12 being treated as criminals, and look at what 

can be done to help them not commit crimes, taking into consideration other 

difficulties they might be facing in their lives. 

 

 Currently a crime committed by a child is recorded, giving them a ‘criminal 

record’ which could stay with them for the rest of their lives. This might come 

out when, for example, they applied for a job. The Bill will mean children are 

not left with a criminal record for things they did when they were under 12. In 

rare cases, information about a child’s harmful behaviour may be shared in 

the future (for example with a college, university, or employer) if it is felt that 

there might be a risk to others. In these cases there will be someone who 

decides what should be on the record (and the child can appeal).  

 

 The Bill gives the police powers, when necessary, to investigate children 

under the age of 12. This is to help police find out what happened, and may 

also help prove a child’s innocence. Investigations are carried out in a child-

friendly way. Police can take a child to a place of safety (like a police station 

or hospital), take samples, and search children in very serious cases. If a child 

under 12 is interviewed by the police, they will have the right to have an 

advocacy worker present.  

 

 The Bill tries to balance the best interests of victims (including child victims) 

and the best interests of the child responsible for any harm caused. 

The main questions we have are: 
 

 Should the age of criminal responsibility be raised to 12? 

 Do you think the age should be raised any higher than 12? 

Questions for wider discussion 
 

 What age do you think the age of criminal responsibility should be? 

 When children under the age of 12 cause harm, should they have a criminal 
record for the rest of their lives? 
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 What do you think about police powers to take samples from a child, take a 
child to a place of safety, or search a child?  

 What information do you think the victim of a crime should be given about the 
person who committed the crime, when that person is a child? 

 
How to feed back to the Committee 
 
We really want you to feed the results back to the Committee to contribute to the 
consultation process! 
 
The main questions we have are: 
 

 Should the age of criminal responsibility be raised to 12? 

 Do you think the age should be raised any higher than 12? 

In your response you can include short comments from the young people you 
discussed the issue with, if you wish. 
 
You can use the response template attached, or just email us your answers. Send 
them in whatever form works best for you. If you have any questions or require a 
stamped envelope, please telephone 0131 348 5227 or email 
equalities.humanrights@parliament.scot. 
 
What happens next? 
 
A Scottish Parliament Bill passes through three stages before it can become law.  
 
Stage 1 is the Committee stage, where the Bill is looked at by a group of MSPs. 
These MSPs write a report for the Parliament, and make a recommendation as to 
whether they think the Bill should be passed to the next stage. All the MSPs have a 
debate, and if they agree with the “general principles” (the main idea behind the Bill), 
they will vote that it should move to Stage 2. The Age of Criminal Responsibility 
(Scotland) Bill is currently at Stage 1. 
 
At Stage 2, all MSPs can start making changes, or “amendments”, to the Bill. The 
Committee of MSPs looks at the Bill again and votes on suggested changes. This is 
when the MSPs can suggest changes based on what they hear from the people of 
Scotland, for example through engagement work. 
 
At Stage 3, the MSPs can again suggest amendments. They then have a final 
debate where all the MSPs can vote on changes they think should be made to the 
Bill. If the majority of MSPs agree, the Bill is passed and can then become law. 
 
You can keep up with the Bill’s progress: 

 On the Committee webpage (where you can see all the views that are sent to 

the Committee) 

 On the Bill webpage (this is where you will see amendments to the Bill) 

 On Twitter (for information about the Committee’s work) 

mailto:equalities.humanrights@parliament.scot
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/CurrentCommittees/108266.aspx
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/107986.aspx
https://twitter.com/SP_EHRiC?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw&ref_url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.parliament.scot%2Fparliamentarybusiness%2FCurrentCommittees%2FEqualities-Committee.aspx
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Age of Criminal Responsibility (Scotland) Bill Feedback 
 
You can use this form to send the responses from your group to the Committee by 
email or post. You can also feedback in another format (for example by email to 
equalities.humanrights@parliament.scot ) if that is easier, or call us on 0131 348 
5227 to discuss if you have any questions.  You can use more than one page if 
necessary. 
 
Our postal address is:  
Equalities and Human Rights Committee, T2.60 
Scottish Parliament 
EH99 1SP 
 
If you would like to provide comments as part of your response please ensure 
that they are anonymous and contain no personal or identifying information. 
 
 
It would be helpful to the Committee to know the following information.  

Delete or circle as appropriate: 

The young people responding are roughly aged  

 8-12 

 12 – 17 

 18+ 

 

Question 1: Should the age of criminal responsibility be raised to 12?  

Yes/No 

Any comments? 

 
 
 
 
Question 2: Do you think the age should be raised any higher than 12? 
 
Yes/No 

Any comments? 

 
 
 
Do you have any other comments about the issues you discussed? 

mailto:equalities.humanrights@parliament.scot

