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Conservation of Salmon (Scotland) Amendment Regulations 2018 
(SSI 2018/37) 

 
Written submission from the Loch Lomond Angling Improvement 

Association (LLAIA) 
 

On behalf of the Committee and members of the 130 Year old and largest 
Angling Association in Scotland the Loch Lomond Angling Improvement 
Association (LLAIA). I have been instructed to write to you to kindly ask that 
as a member of the Environment, Climate Change and Land Reform 
Committee you will seriously consider using your vote to annul the instrument 
on Tuesday 13 March 2018. 
 
It is worth stating that these conservation measures were introduced in 
response to the threat of proceedings by the EU against Scotland for breach 
of the Habitats Directive 92/43/EC. In order to meet our obligations under 
European law the conservation measures were introduced with some speed 
in 2016. The LLAIA appealed the proposals for the 2016 category of our 
system which again proposed we are placed as a Cat 3 simply because one 
of our tributaries the Endrick water is a SAC river, as such our whole system 
which would otherwise be a Category 2 (Limited no of fish can be retained 
subject to agreed conservation plan) is downgraded to a Category 3 (No 
retaining of fish). At the RACCE Committee meeting on the 9th March 2016 
and supported by our local MSP we asked for the instrument to be annulled 
(Copy minutes enclosed). You will see that the instrument was only carried 
because of the Convenor’s vote who stated on record that the evidence 
presented did question the data and methodology but reluctantly he had to 
support the instrument. 
 
For the 2017 season, the LLAIA waters were again proposed to be a Cat 3, 
and with our objections and subsequent meeting with Marine Scotland 
Scientists and Marine Scotland staff we presented our case that the catch 
data used by MS is only for 16Km of a 46Km river and that rod catches are 
not a accurate way to determine populations of fish, at that meeting they 
acknowledged that they were not in possession of all catch data for the river, 
they understood they had counted water that fish cannot access, and  when 
the instrument went for approval in season 2017 our objection was upheld. 
 
Now for this season’s proposal, yet again MS are proposing we are a Cat 3, 
we objected in the strongest terms and again met with Marine Scotland 
Scientists and Marine Scotland staff on the 30th October 2017. At that 
meeting we were informed that MS and MSS had again only used the LLAIA 
catch return data and had not sourced or obtain the catch data from the other 
Salmon fishing Riparian owners over the previous twelve months. In fact, we 
don't believe the MS staff from the meeting in 2016 had recorded nor passed 
on to their colleagues that all info was not being used in our calculations. We 
asked that our data be adjusted to compensate for the missing 30Km of river 
and the MSS scientist refused. 
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We then succeeded in having a meeting at the Parliament building with the 
Cabinet Secretary herself and in the presence of our local MSP Jackie Baillie 
and representatives of Marine Scotland on the 12th December 2017 where 
we put forward our objections that the data is flawed due to omissions of 
catch data and also catch data and angling effort formulae is flawed. We 
secured an agreement that officials would locate the missing data and get 
back to us by Christmas. Unfortunately we have not received any further 
information from Marine Scotland and the regulations have remained 
unchanged. We didn’t receive any communication from MS until the proposed 
instrument was laid in parliament a few weeks ago and the public response 
issued regarding the proposals which again I enclose for your study. 
 
In particular I bring to your attention the statement made within that document: 
 

  
We are appealing to you that after three years MS and MSS are still making 
things up as they go along! That they simply do not have accurate 
methodology for Scotland and having to use something based on Norwegian 
rivers and also their own admission that data is missing and they have gaps, 
to indicate that further developments will be explored for future years we 
strongly believe indicates that you are being asked to pass a instrument that 
is not scientifically proven nor would it stand up to peer review, the fact also 
remains that none of the methodology or data calculations used by MS have 
been published in any scientific journal nor under any single fishery scientists 
name indicates that the science is not robust. 
 
At our meeting with MS and MSS in October 2017, we asked Marine Scotland 
Science whether they would stand by the current methodology and put its 
name to a scientific paper on the calculation method and data used. We did 
not receive a positive response. 
 
We ask on behalf of all our members are you willing to approve this 
instrument ? When clearly MS and MSS themselves admit they don’t have the 
required methodology nor will they for a number of years. As such we ask you 
to annul this instrument on the 13th March 2018. 
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The LLAIA as you can read in our original objection letter to MS on the 
proposal’s for season 2018, are very conservation minded and have for a 
number of years put in voluntary conservation methods by use of a tagging 
system and extending the conservation of Spring Salmon by a month from the 
Statutory conservation period. All we appealed for is our system remains a 
Cat 2, and with a view that MS spend far longer obtaining accurate data. 
 
Finally I would direct you to Page 218 from a MSS Commissioned research 
document that states by a group of peer group fishery scientists that there is 
no correlation between Salmon abundance and angler effort and rod and net 
catches. So why are MS using rod catches and as you read incomplete rod 
catch data to make legislation and ignoring advice in one of their own 
commissioned research studies? Paper can be found at: 
 
http://www.gov.scot/Publications/2016/03/5757/downloads#res497355 
 
This paper states that a national network of fish counters is the only way to 
determine abundance, yet extract of minutes from the Salmon Liason Group 
indicate funding is unlikely and recent F.O.I requests from us to MS and SNH 
indicate that no money whatsoever has been spent on the Endrick Water 
SAC, in fact they has been no recorded dialogue in the last twelve months 
with ourselves or local fishery trust about improvements to habitat or scientific 
study of any kind. The only improvements and funding for improvements have 
been made by the LLAIA itself. 
 
Our Association is not alone in being affected by this flawed approach, some 
fifty systems are being proposed for 2018 to be downgraded and again we 
would ask? Can that be based on accurate data? One would perhaps expect 
if methodology to be correct and accurate that one or two systems be 
downgraded, but fifty systems across Scotland surely can’t be accurate. 
 
The result is that the measures have not been as fully and thoroughly thought 
through as might otherwise have been the case and while many believe the 
model utilised by MSS would appear to be fit for purpose, there are serious 
misgivings across Scotland about the quality of the data inputted into the 
model and a perceived lack of clarity regarding the process for its 
improvement. 
 
An informal group of rivers Trust biologists sought to address areas of 
concern directly with MSS in late 2015.  Particular areas of contention 
included: 
 

 The 'one size fits all' approach.  There is a criticism that the enormous 
variation in conditions around Scotland cannot be reflected in such an 
approach and there needs to be recognition of regional diversity. 

 Estimates for wetted area, inclusions of lochs 

 Estimates for fecundity (reproduction levels) 
  

http://www.gov.scot/Publications/2016/03/5757/downloads#res497355
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It appears that MSS and MS have some three years later still not came up 
with robust methodology that would stand up to peer scrutiny and with their 
own admission that proposals for our system are based on incomplete data, 
we ask you to do the right thing and vote to annul the instrument on the 13th 
March. 
 
We thank you for your valued consideration on this matter. 
 
 
Gareth Bourhill    
LLAIA Secretary  
 
Attached: 
 

 LLAIA submission to Scottish Government consultation on the 
Regulations 

 LLAIA note on historical catch data 

 Minute of RACCE Committee meeting on 9 March 2016 
                                                                                            



Response to the Scottish Government Proposals on the Conservation of 

salmon – Assessment for the 2018 fishing season, River Leven 

(Dunbartonshire), Loch Lomond and River Endrick SAC. 

The following response has been prepared on behalf of the members of the Loch 

Lomond Angling Improvement Association (LLAIA) and in consultation with the other 

Salmon Fishing Riparian Owners:  

Overview 

The LLAIA fully support Marine Scotland and the Salmon and Recreational Fisheries 

Team in their efforts to review policy and revitalise the populations of wild salmon 

stocks. However, it is our strong opinion that the implementation of any 

categorisation should be based on sound scientific evidence and until such 

information is known river systems should not be penalised on the basis of 

incomplete and partially inaccurate data and the use of a “National” model.  

We are particularly objecting to the science and resultant category for the Endrick 

SAC given that as managers of the Lomond fishery that since 2016 we had no 

communication from Marine Scotland and/or its partners detailing what new 

methodology would be used for season 2018. Looking at draft Minutes from May 

2017 of the Salmon Liaison Group, it was apparent then that MS departments and 

data would not be ready to carry out the assessment for 2018. It now appears that 

the new „methodology‟ has been rushed and put together at the eleventh hour.  

The LLAIA believes strongly that the categorisation of the Lomond system as 

Category 3 has been made on the basis of incomplete (catch returns) and inaccurate 

(wetted area) evidence in respect of the Endrick SAC. We highlighted this at a 

meeting with Marine Scotland staff in September 2016 , the result of which led to a 

successful appeal. From the figures in the proposals for this year again MS have 

failed to accurately determine the true “Wetted” area. This is not acceptable and 

further evidence that the whole thesis of a river-by-river specific assessment has not 

been carried out   

We strongly urge that a re-calculation is undertaken based on the content provided 

in the sub chapters below and that a reassessment is made of the categorisation of 

the Endrick SAC and ultimately of the Lomond system as a whole. Highlighting and 

discussing the River Endrick SAC, given that it is all or nothing with regards to the 

categorisation of the Lomond system, primarily dominates the following response. 

We also strongly protest that as a member organisation run by a committee of 

volunteers this yearly assessment impacts on the valuable work of our members and 

volunteers. Instead of carrying out improvements and conservation work, we have to 

spend valuable time on these appeals and objections We are also prevented from 

printing and distributing permits to our members and 28 retailers until after legislation 

has been passed and we strongly suggest that when a category is decided it should 

be fixed for at least seven years. 

We  would also question whether the appropriate impact assessment has been 

carried out by Marine Scotland or the appropriate government body and results 



collated for the proposed category 3 for the Lomond system given the demographics 

of our membership listed in point 7 below? What were the results of this 

assessment? 

1. Catch Returns 

 

Catch returns are one of the key components of the determination of the 

categorisation of the Endrick SAC. The Association owns or leases 16km of the river 

Endrick out of the 49Km of river below the Loops of Fintry. This is approximately a 

third of the fishable river.  In addition the LLAIA does not access the 2 major 

tributaries of the Endrick – the Blane and the Catter Burns – these are not fished and 

in the case of the Blane the riparian owner has to his great credit stopped all fishing 

on this important spawning tributary to enable stocks to recover naturally.   

 

In practical terms the fishing effort of the LLAIA members extends from above the 

confluence of the Blane and the Endrick to Bogside Farm, Fintry.  As noted above 

this is a distance of around 16 km but even within this area there a number of 

privately owned beats and syndicated waters which probably account for around 

3km of river.  The catch data provided by the LLAIA is purely in connection with 

those part of the upper and middle river that we access.  Fishing effort, and catches 

above Bogside Farm and on the Endrick and below the Blane have not been taken 

into account.   

 

The LLAIA is not a District Salmon Fishery Board and can only speak for the catch 

returns submitted from our own waters. 

 

In 2016 our Chairman had a number of email exchanges with Fiona Hepburn of 

Marine Scotland over the use only of LLAIA catch returns, which only relate to 50% 

of the Endrick SAC. Despite F.O.I requests it was apparent that Marine Scotland do 

not have a full and detailed list of all Salmon Riparian owners on the Endrick SAC, 

nor have they used their powers to obtain that catch data, which means that Marine 

Scotland‟s annual Salmon Catch report is flawed. In the proposals for 2018 we note 

that once again only catch return figures used for the Endrick SAC are those 

submitted by the LLAIA. We only own or lease fishing‟s on 50% of the river, so 

where is the other data? We do not believe that catches on the privately owned 

stretches of the Endrick are zero. It is quite apparent that Marine Scotland have once 

again failed to obtain catch return data for the remaining 50% of the Endrick SAC 

from the other Salmon Riparian owners. We therefore request that either Marine 

Scotland confirms and demonstrates that they have data for the remaining 50% or 

that the catch return numbers submitted by the LLAIA is doubled to compensate and 

then these figures used. Since Marine Scotland do not appear to hold catch return 

data for the river above Bogside Farm, below the confluence of the Endrick and the 

Blane and a number of areas within these boundaries, the conservation limit of the 

Endrick SAC should be recalculated by stripping out those parts of the River Endrick 

above Fintry, below the confluence of the Blane, and the river Blane and Catter Burn 

which are not fished.  

 



The Association believe for the second year in a row that a more pragmatic 

approach to the calculation of the conservation level on the Endrick is required A 

possible injustice of this magnitude if taken to a wider audience would certainly cast 

doubt on the veracity of the exercise carried out by Marine Scotland and we stated 

last year could possibly lead to legal challenge. We find it inexcusable the same 

error has been made. 

 

To recap we strongly believe that any conservation level calculations can only be 

made around the water that the Associations owns and leases and makes catch 

returns on.  All other areas must be discounted given the lack of information 

available or simply LLAIA catch return figures are doubled.  We urge that an 

immediate recalculation is conducted on this basis, taking into account the updated 

wetted area figures that should have been provided as per 2. Below.   

 

2. Wetted Area 

 

The LLAIA again highlight, as we did in 2016, that specific data for our wetted area is 

not being used. At our meeting in September 2016 it was accepted that areas above 

impassable falls and rivers with no historical records of Salmon runs had been 

included in the initial assessment. These were removed and the wetted area 

recalculated. From the wetted area calculated in the model for the season 2018 we 

would ask Marine Scotland to clarify exactly what specific information we supplied on 

wetted area from last year‟s assessment has been used this time.  In a previous 

consultation we highlighted that in the Lomond system salmon migration is halted by 

a number of natural barriers. For instance, the falls at the Loop of Fintry on the River 

Endrick and the Douglas falls on the River Douglas are impassable. Our point that 

certain waters in the system do not and never have supported salmon has not been 

addressed. A major tributary to the river, which is not under LLAIA control but 

privately run, is still shown as supporting salmon and apparently providing miles of 

potential spawning. However, it does not have and never has had a run of salmon. 

The estate confirmed this. The Luss water only supports sea trout. In addition we 

note that there many minor tributaries and lochans with unknown salmon status. 

What work has Marine Scotland, SNH, SEPA or any other agency undertaken to 

research and evaluate these waters? 

At our meeting in September 2016 and due to the importance of the River Endrick 

SAC in determining the overall classification of our system, we provided Marine 

Scotland with the most up to date salmon related assessment that we have. This 

was to allow a more accurate determination of the extent of the wetted area. 

However, it seems this has not been used for calculations for 2018. For example the 

River Blane for its full length is not fished at all the riparian owner keeps this as a 

sanctuary for spawning fish and juvenile‟s which we commend. There is limited good 

grade spawning river bed below the “Pots” of Gartness which is in the middle section 

of river. We request that Marine Scotland uses known river specific data and refer 

you to the work and paper produced by DR A Burrows, work co funded by SNH and 

the LLAIA in 2011 which covered a three year research period. The wetted area 

shown in Dr Burrows‟ paper is far lower than the model figures used by Marine 



Scotland for 2018 season proposals. In this paper Dr Burrows clearly indicates that 

even in the upper Endrick the quality of appropriate spawning river bed fluctuates 

and that the area of river below the “Pots” of Gartness to its meeting with Loch 

Lomond is limited for spawning fish. 

On the 27th January 2017 a meeting was held between the LLAIA Chairman, LLAIA 

Secretary, Marine Scotland and Marine Scotland Science. MSS advised the LLAIA 

that there was no need to carry out or instruct any scientific work until they had 

worked out the new methodology. To date we have not received any communication 

from MSS that new methodology existed. If we had known, we could have 

challenged the calculations or carried out own studies. 

We note from MS„s papers on this year‟s methodology that “The wetted area 

available to salmon for each assessable area has been calculated using the most up 

to date information on the distribution of salmon from historical records and two 

recent consultations with local Fishery Trusts and Boards. Each part of the 

distribution has been classified into loch and river habitat. In Canada different values 

of egg deposition requirements are set for fluvial and lacustrine rearing habitat. Such 

information is not available for Scotland and therefore the 13 Crozier et al. 2003 

model follows the Norwegian approach in assuming that salmon are restricted to a 

10m broad area adjacent to the bank and that the egg requirement for these areas is 

the same as that for fluvial habitat. Assessing the conservation status of salmon in 

Scotland. 

MS has not consulted the LLAIA, managers of the Lomond system, since September 

2016. Furthermore, we are not a DSFB and we do not understand the highlighted 

parts above. The Loch Lomond Fisheries Trust (LLFT), a totally separate and 

independent organisation from the LLAIA, have not intimated to us that they had 

received any consultation for 2018 assessment methodology. As the highlighted text 

above shows Scotland does not have any data, so data from other countries is used.  

We believe that this is unacceptable and there does not appear to have been any 

attempts made by MSS since 2016 to rectify the situation. 

As such we strongly ask that the revised mapping information be used and a re-

calculation is undertaken. 

The LLAIA are very much conservation minded and understand the SAC grading for 

the Endrick. For a long number of years we have had conservation plans in place, 

particularly with regards to retaining of fish. For season 2017 we enhanced this 

conservation. The Scottish Government and SNH have a legal duty to protect the 

Atlantic Salmon and River Lamprey in the River Endrick. We are not aware of any 

studies, investments or science carried out by these bodies in the last twelve months 

and believe they are failing in their own duties over the legalities of SAC grading for 

a river. Anglers should not be regarded as the sole problem and their activities 

curtailed when there are many other factors affect returning fish and habitat quality. 

The LLAIA have instructed a number of F.O.I requests recently in regard this matter  

In the very near future Marine Scotland and SNH must authorise and carry out 

specific research with the LLAIA and LLFT to make sure accurate data is held. 



Asking SEPA to carry out a desk top exercise with added assumptions is totally 

flawed. 

3. River Character and seasonal variation 

 

The character of the River Endrick strongly influences catch returns given the spate 

nature of the water.  In 2014 and 2015 and again in 2016 fishing effort was sharply 

curtailed due to extensive low water conditions in August, September and October.  

Once the rains arrived so did the fish, salmon and sea trout, with literally hundreds of 

them seen ascending the Potts of Gartness daily once water conditions improved, 

the Potts need a particular minimum height of water flow to allow fish to ascend and 

there were not many of these for months mentioned, also with no fishing on a 

Sunday, catch returns can be affected simply when the spate occurs, so again 

another anomaly to be taken into account that Marine Scotland do not seem to use 

in their calculations.     

 

The LLAIA request that consideration be given to any dry year counts such as in 

2014/15/16 to be disregarded until a model can be developed that might take into 

consideration the impact of low water flows specific to the Endrick SAC. The 

methodology used in proposals for 2018 talks about flow rates but that will be flawed 

for the Endrick SAC if flow does not go above 1.2M and Salmon cant ascend the 

Pots of Gartness. 

 

We have produced below a table showing 25years worth of catch returns with 5yr 

catch averages for the R Endrick SAC from our own catch return data and printed in 

our annual AGM report and actually shows an improving river and that dry years are 

an anomaly! 

 

The values are average number of fish recorded in each 5 year segment together 

with the average weight of fish over the 5 year period. 

 1990 - 

1994 

 

1995 - 

1999 

2000 - 

2004 

2005 - 

2009 

2010 - 

2014 

Endrick 

Salmon 

91 

5.7 Lb 

 

115 

6.2 Lb 

75 

6 Lb 

100 

5.6 Lb 

112 

6.5 Lb 

 

4.  Angling pressure  

 

From what we have reviewed, both in the methodology used last year and for the 

proposals for next year, there is absolutely no factor applied for angling pressure. 

Although the LLAIA has 483 registered full members for season 2017, numbers 

fluctuate.  For season 2016 we had 60 members less, but with 210 of our members 

having boats registered against their name, the majority of these anglers will only 



fish the Loch.  Only full members can fish the LLAIA controlled waters on the  River 

Endrick SAC, we do not sell weekly permits and a very limited number off day 

permits for the Endrick via Fish Pal .So we have control on how many people could 

potentially fish the river. Our average age of member is some 54 years of age and 

we have some 30 members over the age of 80 years, so many of our members may 

not be agile enough to fish the Endrick due to its terrain in parts. The main factor 

governing angling on the River Endrick is that it depends on rainfall. It‟s a spate river. 

No water - no fish running- no fish running - no angling (as we can see in our catch 

returns). We believe that nationally MSS‟s methodology is flawed because angling 

pressure and/or rod days on the river, is not taken into account. If no anglers fished 

the Endrick SAC in season 2017 the catch return would be zero and this would have 

a catastrophic effect on the five-year catch average. We believe that angling 

pressure must be included in calculation methodology. Even if the LLAIA voluntary 

ceased all fishing on the Endrick to aid conservation, there would be no way of 

knowing if fish numbers were increasing without the installation of a fish counter 

and/or accurate redd counting and even more funds would need to spent bailiffing 

and patrolling the Endrick against poaching. The presence of anglers on a river can 

be a deterrent to poachers. 

We believe that anglers are critical to determining the health of any river as they see 

and catch fish, spot poachers and spot pollution, without anglers we lose that ability. 

Marine Scotland require to address factoring in angling pressure/rod days on a river 

in a year. 

 

5. Conservation measures 

 

For some time now the LLAIA has attempted to strike an appropriate balance 

between stock conservation and allowing sustainable harvesting of migratory fish 

stocks.  Before 2012 this was achieved through voluntary restrictions albeit there had 

been a long standing ban of killing any sea trout before 1 May each year (introduced 

over 10 years ago).  However in 2013 the membership adopted a raft of 

conservation measure designed to protect and enhance our stocks of migratory and 

coarse fish.  Before the government considered introducing a national tagging 

system the LLAIA had been operating successfully its own tagging scheme since 

2013.  In addition rules were introduced that prohibited the killing of all fish after 30 

September and restricting the number of sea trout that could be killed in a single day, 

as well as introducing stringent new regulations aimed at preserving the pike stocks 

on Loch Lomond.   

 

In 2016 the Association AGM passed new conservation rules which will see the 

return of all salmon caught before 1 May, all salmon returned after 30 September a 

reduction in the number of tags issued per angler down from 5 to 3 with only 1 

salmon being harvested per day.  We are proud that in a relatively short period of 

time a wide range of progressive conservation policies has been introduced that 

provide meaningful protection for our fish stocks.  

In 2017 the Association AGM discussed and agreed the continued need to keep this 

method of conservation, many of our anglers do not use or wish to receive the 



carcass tags and we have a high percentage of fish returned on the system, the 

River Endrick SAC has a return rate of well over 90% 

The LLIA believe that Marine Scotland, SNH and their partners are not carrying out 

their own statutory duties around a River with SAC status, despite our successful 

appeal last year, we are not aware of any work carried out by any government 

agency to improve the habitat of Atlantic Salmon on the Endrick SAC. We note from 

minutes of the Salmon Liason Group May 2017 that “Review of SAC Rivers as 

potential new counter locations is being undertaken by MSS, SEPA and SNH subject 

to availability of staff. The working group will be re-convened once this work is 

advanced sufficiently. It was suggested that freshwater pearl mussel SAC’s could be 

considered .It was noted that European LIFE funding is available and may be 

appropriate for funding fish counters.” It is clear that the most accurate measure of 

returning fish and the calculation of conservation levels is by use of a fish counter. 

This is either some way off, or indeed with the indicated lack of staff and funding, the 

installation of a fish counter on the Endrick will not be undertaken by the Government 

agencies now or indeed in the short or mid term future.  The flaws and inaccuracy of 

wetted areas and rod catches will continue on the River Endrick SAC, particularly 

since no local science or calculation work is carried out by Government agencies to 

obtain an exact criteria of detail. 

For the last two years the LLAIA have successfully applied for a cull licence to fish 

eating ducks on the Endrick SAC because of the impact on the fishery. However in 

2017 the licence was granted to cull only eight birds because SNH believe that the 

stocks of juvenile salmonids are so high there is no requirement to increase number 

of birds we can cull.  So there appears to be a contradiction between perceived 

numbers of juvenile fish and returning adults? Within the same organisation. You 

can‟t have a high density of juvenile‟s without a high return of spawning fish! 

6. Electrofishing , redd counts and Juvenile densities 

 

Over the last 5 years a great deal of voluntary time and energy has been put in to 

monitoring the stocks on the system through electro-fishing of key spawning sites as 

well as seasonal redd counting.   

In the summer of 2015 and 2016 and 2017 electro fishing surveys were undertaken 

of the key spawning areas in the upper reaches of the River Endrick and the River 

Fruin as well as in various tributaries.  The results indicate that the number of 

juvenile fish within the system at the sampled sites is at a healthy level and in places 

markedly improved on past surveys.  This strengthens the assertion that there have 

been sustainable fish runs on both the Endrick and the Fruin the 2 most important 

tributaries within the Lomond system.    

Moreover redd counts on the upper Endrick are showing year on year improvements 

which backs up the assertion that the system is healthy and contains sustainable 

stocks of salmon.  The Endrick redd counts dating back to 2001 have been collated 

by one of our Committee members and have been forwarded to Marine Scotland 

under separate cover.  The figures for the last twenty years are reproduced below:   



 
*   Approximately 2/3 count of previous years due to high water 

** Half count of previous years due to high water conditions  

 

7. Inclusivity and sustainability 

 

The LLAIA strive to provide low cost salmon angling for what might once have been 

called ordinary working class anglers and has always been the case since our 

founding over 130 years ago, in fact this was a major statement in the Scottish 

Governments Wild Fish Review recently that Salmon Angling should be readily 

available and affordable to all of Scotland‟s Citizens.  The majority of our anglers 

have a G81/G83 post code and reside within the West Dunbartonshire area which is 

statistically one of the most deprived in Scotland.   The remainder of our anglers 

come in the main from the greater Glasgow area, as well as West Renfrewshire and 

Argyll and Bute.   

 

We are very much a local club serving a local need for low cost salmon fishing.  The 

cost of a River Leven/ Clyde estuary only membership (£120), which runs from 11 

February to 31 October, is only marginally more expensive than a day‟s salmon 

fishing on a mid-river beat of the Tay in September, meanwhile the cost of a full 

membership covering Loch Lomond, the rivers Leven, Endrick and Fruin and the 

Clyde estuary (£210) is less than a day‟s fishing in September on a mid Tweed beat. 

  

A child‟s day permit is only £4 for our system as attracting youngsters into angling 

has many social and health benefits for them. 

 

What is more 25% of our adult members are aged 65 years of age or over.  In 

addition 39 of our adult members are classified as disabled.   Therefore (31%) of our 

members, are in identified groups that have in the past have been highlighted as 

suffering from higher levels of poverty than the national average and are classified 

as having protected characteristics with respect to equalities legislation.   



 

It is our assertion that the LLAIA performs a core roll of encouraging people into 

salmon fishing through the adoption of a fair and affordable pricing structure that 

allows even the poorest to participate and does not price them out of the sport.  Yard 

for yard and mile for mile our Association water accommodates far more anglers 

than the more exclusive stretches of river ever will offering low cost salmon fishing to 

those whom cannot afford to fish more exclusive rivers elsewhere.   

 

Angling can also be a catalyst to stimulate a renewed interest and pride in the local 

environment, contributing to wider benefits across the entire community.  The annual 

River Leven clean-up has over the last 5 years led to tons of rubbish being lifted from 

the river and the surrounding bankside, creating a healthier environment and 

rehabilitating once neglected natural environs.  

 

A strong and vibrant LLAIA therefore contributes meaningfully and significantly to the 

local communities through which our waters run.  The challenge we face is that while 

this year all the neighbouring Clyde Rivers were category 2, next year the Clyde will l 

be a proposed category 1 system.  If the Lomond system drops to a category 3 we 

strongly believe this will undermine our membership base and effectively destroy the 

positive impact we have within our local communities. 

 

8. Bailiffing and Fish Protection 

 

The LLAIA currently spends around 60% of its income on fishery protection.  

Employing 2 full time bailiffs and utilising the expertise of several volunteers 

providing system wide coverage all year round.  The Association is now seen by 

most anglers as a community based club and as a result we have witnessed a 

decline in poaching incidents within our main carrier the River Leven as well as on 

the tributaries such as the Endrick.  There are some who still attempt to flout the 

rules, most often breaking local club bye-laws or fishing without a permit, but these 

are minor infringements compared with what happened even in the recent past.  

 

There are, however, still major poaching related incidents occurring on the Clyde 

estuary.  Individuals have been reported to the Procurator Fiscal for netting the 

estuary and the bailiffs and watchers spend considerable amounts of time patrolling 

this main arterial route that is the gate way not just to the Lomond system but to the 

Black and White Carts, the Clyde and the Kelvin.   Therefore many clubs upstream 

of the Erskine Bridge rely on our vigilance to ensure that their fish stocks make it 

safely into their natal streams. In fact a active net was removed by our water bailiffs 

and officers from Police Scotland on the 20th September 2017 and is a active crime.  

 

As long as the club is seen to fairly represent the vast majority of anglers fishing the 

system then it is strongly believed that in-river poaching will be curtailed giving our 

bailiffs more time to detect and prevent poaching on the Clyde estuary.   Without our 

bailiffing presence the Clyde estuary would be sharply exposed to poaching gangs 

and fish stocks across the Clyde catchment would suffer greatly. 



 

The impact of a category 3 categorisation for the Lomond system would therefore be 

far reaching given the dependence of the Clyde system on the LLAIA maintaining a 

strong and effective bailiffing presence on the lower Clyde Estuary. Only a couple of 

weeks ago our water bailiffs along with Police Scotland removed a active net from 

the Clyde Estuary that had been deliberately placed to trap migratory fish and this 

recovery of a illegal net was publicised in local newspapers and the Daily Record, 

this net would have taken fish not only for the Lomond system but wider Clyde 

system as well.  We are predicting that the proposed category 3 status will lead next 

year to a fall in income which will impact on our ability to effectively protect the fish 

stocks in both our system and the wider Clyde estuary.   

 

Conclusion 

 

On the basis of the evidence contained within paragraphs 1 to 8 the LLAIA requests 

an urgent review of the proposed grade 3 categorisation of the River Endrick SAC . 

In particular reference is made to a re-calculation of the likelihood of meeting the 

conservation limit on account of the revised estimates of the wetted area, the limited 

coverage of the catch data and taking into account the impact that unseasonably low 

falls had in 2014, 2015 and 2016.  In addition reference is also made to the growth in 

5 year average catches while set against a reduction in angling effort.   

Finally reference is made to the failure of other Scottish Government Departments to 

exercise their statutory duties in improving the habitat for Atlantic Salmon under the 

SAC classification of the R Endrick and sole reliance on the LLAIA to make 

improvements or as proposed to curtain the retaining of fish across the whole system 

We therefore in the strongest terms object to the 2018 proposals for the 2018 fishing 
season, River Leven (Dunbartonshire), Loch Lomond and River Endrick SAC. All to 
be a category 3 solely based on the flawed calculations and methodology used for 
the Endrick SAC, Loch Lomond and the River Leven (Dunbartonshire) indirectly 
affected by the Endrick SAC as they would have been a different category. We ask 
that the proposals are overturned and the system is made a category 2 for season 
2018. 
 
For and on behalf of the Committee and Members of the L.L.A.I.A. 
 
 
Gareth Bourhill 
L.L.A.I.A Secretary. 
9th October 2017 
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LLAIA - historical catch returns 
 
We have previously supplied MS Staff with an extract from our 1956 annual 
report to demonstrate that trying to get a scientific accurate model for a wild 
fish is not easy and in particular their current model. This was the year of our 
highest ever membership, double what it is now, Salmon runs everybody 
would agree were far greater back then, yet the catch return for the Endrick is 
one fish down on current years! Below is an extract from what we sent out 
with our 2017 report to members and it’s the data on this extract we provided 
to MS. This demonstrates that even taking a 5yr average using catch data 
returns can vary hugely, but also more importantly some sixty years later 
when there is a perceived shortage in MS eyes we with 50% less members 
are catching same numbers of fish. 
 

From The Archives – Season 1956                                                                    (Number: Weight –lbs)   

                                                                             

 Loch Lomond River Leven River Endrick River Fruin 

 Salmon & 
Grilse 

Sea Trout Salmon & 
Grilse 

Sea Trout Salmon & 
Grilse 

Sea Trout Salmon & 
Grilse 

Sea Trout 

         

Feb         

Mar  8: 90 4: 20 4: 61      

Apr 14: 200 5: 26       9: 104.5      

May 24: 299     2: 7     13: 147.5      

June 35: 380 9: 23     16: 117.5 127: 349     

July 28: 184   13: 37 7: 49 168: 313  6: 73 16: 27  3: 26 5: 11 

Aug 34: 244 141: 258         12: 81 372: 651  24: 170   90: 244 21: 152     23: 57 

Sept   7: 49.5 119: 232   13: 76.5 245: 310  69: 481  67: 199 37: 239 52: 170 

Oct   7: 62.5   36: 77            8: 56 126 : 121 13: 94  40: 174  

         

1956      158: 1515 329: 682         82: 693 1038:1745   112: 819.5 173: 472 101: 391 80: 239 

1955        96: 1179 84: 247         14: 153 854:1561  60: 480 196: 512   16: 154 60: 153 

   

Totals Salmon/Grilse Sea Trout 

   

1956 453: 3619 1620: 3138 

1955 189: 1967 1194: 2375 

 

In 1956 the LLAIA had 751 members, the largest recorded since 1945 when 
the total was 768. The Salmon and grilse returns for 1956 show an incredible 
rise compared to 1955. Hard to believe that in 1955 854 sea trout were landed 
on the Leven but only 14 salmon. A combined total of 101 salmon and grilse 
was recorded on the Fruin in 1956 but in 1955 only 16.  The 1956 Endrick 
salmon/grilse return was 112. Sixty years later in 2016 it numbered 113…. 
Famine then feast and food for thought which has been shared with Marine 
Scotland. 
 
The Catch Return Process 
Every  fishery in Scotland in which angling for migratory fish takes place has a 
statutory requirement to submit an annual return of catches to Marine 
Scotland, the directorate of the Scottish Government responsible for 
integrated management of Scottish fisheries. These returns must be accurate 
and submitted annually by 31 December. 
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Anglers fishing LLAIA waters are required to make individual returns in order 
that these figures can be produced and transmitted to MS. 
 
Catch returns are important from a fishery management point of view, but as 
we are all aware they form the basis for the assessment of our status under 
the governments Conservation of Salmon (Scotland) Regulations. We could 
engage in endless debate about how flawed this methodology, but at present 
this is the only answer that Marine Scotland Science can come up with to 
satisfy an EU Directive. So we as members, associate members, day anglers 
must comply and make sure that the return numbers reflect the true state of 
our system. 
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RURAL AFFAIRS, CLIMATE CHANGE AND ENVIRONMENT COMMITTEE

 
MINUTES

 
8th Meeting, 2016 (Session 4)

 
Wednesday 9 March 2016

 
Present:
 
Claudia Beamish Sarah Boyack
Graeme Dey (Deputy Convener) Alex Fergusson
Rob Gibson (Convener) Jim Hume
Angus MacDonald Michael Russell
Dave Thompson

 

 
Also present: Jackie Baillie, Joan McAlpine, Elaine Murray.
 
The meeting opened at 9.30 am.
 
1. Subordinate legislation: The Committee took evidence on the Conservation of

Salmon  (Scotland)  Regulations  2016  (2016/115);  Salmon  Carcass  Tagging
(Scotland)  Regulations  2016  (2016/116);  Tweed  Regulation  (Salmon  Carcass
Tagging)  Order  2016  (2016/117);  Tweed  Regulation  (Salmon  Conservation)
Order 2016 (2016/118) from—

 
Richard Lochhead, Cabinet Secretary for Rural Affairs, Food and
Environment, Willie Cowan, Head of Performance, Aquaculture and
Recreational Fisheries, Jeff Gibbons, Head of Wild Fisheries, and Stuart
Middlemas, Head of Ecology Programme, Scottish Government.
 

2. Subordinate legislation: Alex Fergusson moved—S4M-15732—
 

That the Rural Affairs, Climate Change and Environment Committee
recommends that the Conservation of Salmon (Scotland) Regulations
2016 (SSI 2016/115) be annulled.
 
 

The motion was disagreed to, by division (For 4; Against 5; Abstentions 0). 
 

3. Subordinate legislation: The  Committee  considered  the  following  negative
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instruments—
 

The Salmon Carcass Tagging (Scotland) Regulations 2016 (2016/116); 
Tweed Regulation (Salmon Carcass Tagging) Order 2016 (2016/117); 
Tweed Regulation (Salmon Conservation) Order 2016 (2016/118); 
Common Agricultural Policy (Direct Payments etc.) (Scotland) Amendment
Regulations 2016 (SSI 2016/104).
 

The Committee agreed not to make any recommendations to the Parliament on
these instruments. 
 

4. Public petitions: The Committee considered the following petitions—
 

PE01547 on Conservation of Wild Salmon
PE01490 on Control of Wild Goose Numbers.
 

The Committee agreed to close Petition PE01547 and write to the petitioner to
inform him of this decision. On Petition PE01490 the Committee agreed to write
to the Scottish Government and Scottish Natural Heritage. The Committee
agreed to keep the petition open and recommend to its successor committee,
via the Legacy Report, that it may wish to consider examining the outcome of
the review of wild goose management by Scottish Natural Heritage, with a view
to deciding what further action, if any, should be taken on the petition. 
 

5. Annual report: The Committee agreed its draft annual report for the
parliamentary year from 11 May 2015 to 23 March 2016.

 
6. Legacy paper (in private): The Committee agreed a report reflecting on its

work during the current session and suggesting priorities for Session 5. 
 
The meeting closed at 12.47 pm.
 

Lynn Tullis
Clerk to the Rural Affairs, Climate Change and Environment Committee

Room T3.40
The Scottish Parliament

Edinburgh
Tel: 0131 348 5240

Email: racce.committee@scottish.parliament.uk
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