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Environment, Climate Change and Land Reform Committee 
 

Inquiry into Land Register of Scotland: progress of local authorities in 
registering their land 

 
Written submission from NHS Scotland 

You wrote to Tom Steele, Director of Facilities at Health Facilities Scotland on 17 
July 2017 regarding the scrutiny of the Land Registration Programme by the 
Environment, Climate Change and Land Reform Committee and the progress NHS 
Boards are making in relation to this programme. As I am the Director at Scottish 
Government with policy responsibilities in this area, I have agreed with the Clerk of 
your Committee that it would be more appropriate for me to provide the update that 
you require. 

You asked whether NHS Scotland is aware of the requirement to register its property 
on the Land Register of Scotland by 2019, currently taking steps to register its 
property; and confident of completing its registration by 2019. 

The current position is: 

NHS Scotland is aware of the Scottish Government policy to register its heritable 
property in the Land Register of Scotland. Instructions to NHS Scotland in that 
regard were issued in my letter to NHS Chief Executives of 22 April 2016, DL (2016) 
9. 

NHS Scotland Boards are taking forward the programme in line with the instructions 
included within the letter that this should be addressed as part of normal business 
and funded from existing resources. 

NHS Boards take the deadline very seriously and are taking all appropriate steps to 
complete the work within this timeframe, but due to complexities of the issues that 
are arising, it is too early to confirm at this point that the entire programme will be 
complete by May 2019. 

By way of clarification, please note the reference to NHS Scotland above is intended 
to cover all NHS Boards and not just the 14 regional NHS Boards. The principal land 
holding interests are in respect of the 14 regional NHS Boards plus the Scottish 
Ambulance Service. 

Christine McLaughlin  
Director of Health Finance 


