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Written submission from Paths for All 

The Environment, Climate Change and Land Reform Committee call for written 
evidence as part of its consideration of the Scottish Government’s Draft 
Budget 2017-18.   

Paths for All would like to submit evidence regarding our work that is supported by 
funding from Scottish Natural Heritage (SNH). 

Summary 

 Paths for All receives SNH funding for work supporting community path 
projects 

 This work delivers across a number of Scottish Government objectives 
including the National Walking Strategy 

 Demand for support from communities far outweighs the available funding 

 This is an area of work that can be readily scaled up if more resources were 
available 

Background 

Paths for All was established in 1996 as part of the SNH Policy Enjoying the 
Outdoors.  

Paths for All is currently primarily supported by the Scottish Government to promote 
physical activity and walking for health in Scotland and is a key delivery partner for 
the Scottish Government’s National Walking Strategy and the Active Scotland 
Outcomes Framework. 

Paths for All champions everyday walking in Scotland and we want to get more 
people walking - everyone, everywhere and every day. 

Paths for All aims to significantly increase the number of people who choose to walk 
in Scotland - whether that's leisure walking or active-choice walking to work, school 
or shops. We want to create a happier, healthier Scotland, where increased physical 
activity improves quality of life and wellbeing for all. 

We work to create more opportunities and better environments not just for walking, 
but also for cycling, horse riding and other activities, to help make Scotland a more 
active, more prosperous and greener country. www.pathsforall.org.uk  

SNH funding 

Since it was established, Paths for All’s work has been supported by funding from 
SNH and this has been of great value in delivering our objectives. This funding 
currently supports Our Active Environments project work with community path 
groups – providing resources to create, maintain and improve local paths.  

http://www.pathsforall.org.uk/
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Our work is already delivering much of what is proposed within the Natural Health 
Service and we can certainly add value to that. We already work in partnership with 
a wide range of bodies to deliver this. 

Path networks and good walking and cycling infrastructure have an important role in 
helping to reach physical activity targets. Walking has been shown to be the most 
effective way of getting people active and it is important to encourage and support 
this at a local level. 

SNH funding to PFA 2012 – 2016: community path grants 

We offer individual grants of up to £1500 to help community groups improve, 
maintain and promote their local community paths. They use the funding to: 

• buy tools, insurance and materials, 

• hire a contractor, plant and machinery,  

• install signage and way-markers, 

• produce a leaflet or promotional materials. 

Grants funded 2012-14: 26  

Grants funded 2014-15: 14 

Grants funded 2015-16: 18 

Grants funded 2016-17: 38 

 

Expressions of interest 2016:   150 

Number of enquiries received 2016:  188  

Amount requested through expression of interest was £201,197 

Total we were able to award:   38 grants totalling £47,000 awarded against 
a target of £22,000. SNH provided extra funding to meet part of the excess demand. 

This year using our community path grants, 569 volunteers carried out the equivalent 
of 1.14 years’ work - with more funds available we could have an even greater 
impact. 

Our experience is that the significant demand for support for path 
development, community involvement and capacity building far outstrips the 
available funding. We would be keen to scale up what we do if more funding 
was available.  
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Contribution to the Scottish Government’s national objectives 

Paths for All just celebrated twenty years of promoting physical activity across 
Scotland at an event attended by the Minister for Public Health & Sport, Aileen 
Campbell. 

The Minister said: “I’d like to wish Paths for All a very happy 20th birthday and 
congratulate them on reaching this landmark. Our latest Scottish Household Survey 
statistics show that more people year after year are walking recreationally* – up to 
69% this year – and Paths for All have played their part in making this happen. I’m 
sure they will continue their valuable work to get Scotland moving for years to come.” 

* There has been an increase in recreational walking from 2007 across all age 
groups. 

Our work supports delivery across a number of Scottish Government objectives and 
is key in delivering the National Walking Strategy 

Relevant National Indicators http://www.gov.scot/Publications/2016/09/7673/10  

 Improve access to local greenspace  

 Increase people's use of Scotland's outdoors  

 Increase physical activity  

 Increase the proportion of journeys to work made by public or active transport  

National Walking Strategy http://www.stepchangescot.scot/files/112953054.pdf  

The National Walking Strategy has three strategic aims: 

1. To deliver on creating a culture of walking where everyone walks more often 
as part of their everyday travel and for recreation and well-being 

A walking culture where Scotland’s communities are empowered to develop 
community-based approaches to walking development and the value of social capital 
(e.g. through volunteering) can be harnessed. 

2. To achieve better quality walking environments with attractive, well designed 
and managed built and natural spaces and places for everyone  

By  developing  and  managing  attractive,  well  designed  communities,  towns,  
cities  and  places  and  by  promoting  opportunities,  e.g.  signed  routes  close  to  
where  people  live  and  work,  we  will  encourage  people  to  use  them  on  a  
regular basis for active travel, health, recreation and sport  

3. To enable easy, convenient and safe independent mobility for everyone 

By promoting conditions that make it easier and more attractive for people of all ages 
and abilities to walk, rather than a situation where people do not have the opportunity 
to walk or walk only if there is no alternative. 

http://www.gov.scot/Publications/2016/09/7673/10
http://www.stepchangescot.scot/files/112953054.pdf
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We would be very happy to discuss this further or provide more detail on any 
of the points we have raised – particularly the role of the National Walking 
Strategy and projects we support. 

 

 


