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17 March 2021 
Dear Roseanna 
 
FINALISING THE UPDATED CLIMATE CHANGE PLAN 

The Committee recognises the work you have progressed this session in 
bringing forward the Climate Change Bill (now Act) setting Scotland’s ambitious 
emissions reduction targets and your work in developing the third Climate 
Change Plan and the recent update (CCPu) to that. In considering the draft 
CCPu the Committee made a number of recommendations, including in relation 
to the ambition of the CCPu, the balance of effort, key assumptions, behaviour 
change, key sectors and governance arrangements to ensure that Scotland is 
best placed to meet those targets. 

In reporting to the Scottish Government, the committees asked that, in finalising 
the CCPu, the Scottish Government respond to their reports and provide detail 
as to if and how each recommendation had been reflected in the final 
document. The ECCLR Committee also stated its intention to highlight its report 
and the Scottish Government’s response in its session 5 legacy report. 
Subsequently, in the parliamentary debate on 9 March, the Minister for Rural 
Affairs and the Natural Environment stated that it was the Scottish 
Government’s intention to finalise the CCPu before the pre-election recess and 
stated that the Government would consider the recommendations of the 
committees and respond ‘in due course’. 
 
While the Committee is keen to see the CCPu finalised as a matter of priority, 
it stresses the importance of the parliamentary scrutiny process. There is a 
considerable expectation that the recommendations of the four parliamentary 
committees that engaged in scrutinising the draft CCPu will be given full 
consideration and will be reflected in the final document. The Committee 
considers that producing a final CCPu that does not take into account the 
recommendations of the committees that reported on it raises serious questions 
about the integrity of the consultation process and the process of parliamentary 
scrutiny.  
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The Committee also notes that there will be an inevitable delay in finalising the 
CCPu as the review of the changes to the emissions inventory will require 
significant revision to the effort required in LULUCF, or in other sectors, to 
achieve the required emissions reductions by 2032. 

The Committee has stressed the importance of implementation and delivery 
and notes that many of the policies and proposals that are reflected in the CCPu 
are already underway and their implementation would not pause to await the 
finalisation of the CCPu. 

The Committee urges the Scottish Government to reflect on the process and 
ensure that the final CCPu is indeed that – it is a plan that reflects the 
recommendations of the parliamentary committees, based on extensive 
stakeholder engagement, and takes account of the impact of changes to the 
emissions inventory. 
 
Furthermore, the Scottish Government has committed to publishing an 
indicative Nationally Determined Contribution (NDC) for Scotland, ahead of 
COP26. The Committee asks that the recommendations from the cross-
committee reports on the CCPu are also reflected in the NDC, and that the 
Scottish Government writes to Parliament to demonstrate where and how this 
has taken place.  
 
The Committee is conscious that this will be its final opportunity for engagement 
with you and would like to offer its very best wishes to you in your retirement. 
Yours sincerely 

 
Gillian Martin MSP 
Convener 
Environment, Climate Change and Land Reform Committee  
 
C.C. 
 
Gordon Lindhurst MSP, Convener, Economy, Energy and Fair Work Committee 
James Dornan MSP, Convener, Local Government and Communities 
Committee  
Edward Mountain MSP, Convener, Rural Economy and Connectivity 
Committee 
 
 
 
 


