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The meeting opened at 9.45 am.
 
1. Declaration of interests: Richard Lochhead was invited to declare any relevant

interests. No such interests were declared.
 
2. Decision on taking business in private: The Committee agreed to take items

5 and 6 of this meeting in private. The Committee agreed to take reviews of
sectoral overview evidence in private at the meetings on 14, 21 and 28
September 2016. 

 
3. Overview of Further and Higher Education: The  Committee  took  evidence

from—
 

Shona Struthers, Chief Executive, Colleges Scotland;
 
Professor Andrea Nolan, Convener, Universities Scotland;
 
Vonnie Sandlan, President, National Union of Students Scotland;
 
John Kemp, Interim Chief Executive, Scottish Funding Council.
 

4. Overview of Skills: The Committee took evidence from—
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Gordon McGuinness, Director of Industry and Enterprise Networks, Skills
Development Scotland;
 
Helen Martin, Assistant Secretary, Scottish Trades Union Congress;
 
Gareth Williams, Head of Policy, Scottish Council for Development and
Industry;
 
Mark Smith, Head of Early Careers Strategy, Standard Life.
 

5. Review of Evidence (in private): The Committee discussed the evidence
heard earlier in the meeting and agreed to write to the Minister for Employability
and Training to highlight concerns raised in evidence on the timing of the
introduction of the Apprenticeship Levy and the uncertainty surrounding how it
will function in practice. The intention of the letter being to allow the concerns
highlighted in evidence to inform the work of the Minister in making
representations to the UK Government on the levy.

 
6. Approach to budget scrutiny (in private): The Committee agreed its

approach to budget scrutiny.
 
The meeting closed at 1.03 pm.
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