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Colin Beattie James Dornan (Convener) 
Ross Greer Daniel Johnson 
Johann Lamont (Deputy Convener) Richard Lochhead 
Fulton MacGregor Gillian Martin 
Tavish Scott Liz Smith 
Ross Thomson 
 
 
The meeting opened at 10.00 am. 
 
1. Decision on taking business in private: The Committee agreed to take items 

3 and 4 in private. The Committee also agreed that, at its next meeting, reviews 
of evidence from the Cabinet Secretary for Education and Skills on both the 
Draft Budget and on the Scottish Child Abuse Inquiry should be taken in private. 

 
2. The Role of Education Authorities: The Committee took evidence from— 
 

Councillor Stephanie Primrose, Education, Children and Young People 
Spokesperson, and Jane O'Donnell, Chief Officer, COSLA; 
 
Councillor Jacqueline Henry, Chair of Children and Young People 
Thematic Board, and Peter Macleod, Director of Children's Services, 
Renfrewshire Council, Scottish Local Government Partnership. 
 

3. Review of Evidence (in private): The Committee considered the evidence 
heard earlier in the meeting. The Committee agreed to write to North 
Lanarkshire Council on the need for Committee members to be able to discuss 
education with local teachers in their area in order to inform the Committee’s 
ongoing scrutiny. 

 
4. Work programme (in private): The Committee considered its work 

programme. The Committee agreed to undertake work on Personal and Social 
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Education, Additional Support Needs and Children’s hearings in the New Year. 
The Committee also agreed practical arrangements for its proposed Chamber 
debate on the performance and role of Education Scotland, Scottish 
Qualifications Authority, Scottish Funding Council and Skills Development 
Scotland. 

 
The meeting closed at 12.12 pm. 
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