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Dear Convener 
 
In March 2017 the Scottish Government published ‘A Blueprint for 2020: The Expansion of 
Early Learning and Childcare in Scotland: 2017-18 Action Plan’ which made clear that in 
order to deliver our policy vision for the expansion, a more progressive service model would 
be introduced from 2020. 
 
To deliver this, the Action Plan committed us by the end of March 2018 to establishing a 
Service Models Working Group in partnership with local authorities to develop the details of 
the new Funding Follows the Child approach, and produce a National Standard for a more 
open process to becoming a funded provider.  
 
On 29th March we are publishing Early Learning and Childcare Service Model for 2020: 
Consultation Paper. This joint consultation with COSLA sets out the Funding Follows the 
Child approach and seeks views on the proposed National Standard that will underpin it.  
 
The approach to delivering the expansion to 1140 hours will ensure all settings providing the 
funded entitlement deliver high quality early learning and childcare for children, regardless of 
whether they are in the public, private or third sectors. The National Standard sets out the 
clear and consistent criteria that all providers who wish to deliver the funded entitlement will 
have to meet from 2020. 
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The Early Learning and Childcare Service Model for 2020: Consulation Paper is the output of 
the intensive work that the joint Scottish Government and local government Service Models 
Working Group has taken forward since its first meeting in June 2017. This has included 
extensive engagement with providers and key stakeholders to ensure that this new model 
works for everyone in the sector and helps to improve the early learning and childcare 
experience for our young children. 
 
The introduction of this new approach represents a substantial change for the early learning 
and childcare sector in Scotland. We want to ensure that everyone in the sector, including 
families, can provide their views on the new model. We want to hear these views and that is 
why we are now consulting jointly with COSLA on the proposed National Standard. 
 
The paper can be accessed at: https://consult.gov.scot/children-and-families/service-model-
for-2020. 
 
I look forward to continuing to engage with the Committee as we take forward the ambitious 
expansion of early learning and childcare entitlement. 
 
Yours sincerely 

 
 
 
 
 

 
MAREE TODD 
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