
 

By Email 

Dr Janet Brown         Steve Dempsey 

Chief Executive         40 Park Road 

SQA          Brechin 

Lowden          DD9 7AP 

24 Wester Shawfair 

Dalkeith 

Midlothian 

EH22 1FD 

Dear Janet 

As a secondary teacher, I wish to make a formal complaint about the SQA decision to change 
their practice and delay the issue of examination papers until 24 hours after the candidates 
have sat the paper. Having taught for over 30 years, I would put it to you that your decision 
defies analysis. 

I understand this year, an SQA performance indicator is to improve your engagement with 
pupils, parents and staff. This change in practice will do you no favours. 

The perception of teachers is that this move is out of spite and in response to the now frequent 
and regular criticism of the SQA, privately, publicly and in the social media. 

In your press release, you claim the changes ‘should improve security and confidentiality’. I am 
at a loss to understand how delaying the release of the papers is going to achieve this. If there 
are special arrangement needed within a centre to manage coincident exams that is 
understandable. However, this seems to rarely happen now. 

I agree that teachers should not make inappropriate comments on social media. There are 
other channels for teachers to comment on papers through their professional associations. Any 
teacher in breach of the guidelines issued by the GTCS should be dealt with accordingly. 

I would put it to you that your policy decision this year for this change is both flawed and 
derisory. 

Pupils who stay for the full duration of the exam period, can take their paper with them. When 
they leave the exam room they can share the paper with teachers. Clearly for write-on papers, 
they cannot do this. However, your decision to delay the release of the papers by 24 hours is 
inexplicable. With regard to a small number of teachers who do choose to post messages on 
social media, they could continue to do so, 24 hours later. 



 

I was unable to engage with pupils after the exam about the paper. This is when they need 
support and reassurance, not 24 hours later. This change is very unhelpful to the support 
teachers can provide to pupils. 

 

I understand that the EIS has recommended you should rethink the policy for the 2018 diet. 

I think this would be enormously helpful to your organisation and its public image. 

I look forward to hearing from you. 

Yours sincerely 

 

 

 

Steve Dempsey 

 

Copy by email to: 

James.Dornan.msp@scottish.parliament.uk 

John.Swinney.msp@scottish.parliament.uk 

lflanagan@eis.org.uk 
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