
Name of Institution  University of Stirling 

List of Teacher 
Education 
Programmes 
offered 

BA/BSC (Hons) in Professional Education (Secondary) can be studied 
with the current secondary single or combined subjects  

 Biology,  

 Business Studies, Business Studies/Computing Science, 
Computing Science, Computing Science/Mathematics,  

 English Studies, English Studies/History, English Studies/Religion,  

 Environmental Geography,  

 French, French and Spanish,  

 History, History/Politics, History/sociology,  

 Mathematics,  

 Philosophy/Religion, Religion, Religion/History,  

 Sports Studies, PE and Profess Ed,  

 Chemistry in collaboration with HWU,  

 Physics in collaboration with HWU 

 

BA/BSc (Hons) in Professional Education (Primary) can be studied with 
the current primary specialisms  

 Modern Languages (French or Spanish) 

 Environmental Science 

 Early Years Education 

 

Overview 
The Faculty of Social Sciences at the University of Stirling provides a comprehensive 4 
year undergraduate concurrent programme in Initial Teacher Education (ITE) for primary 
and secondary teachers. Our programme leads to a named degree and a separate 
teaching qualification. This encompasses both Primary and Secondary pathways; the 
former currently offers three distinct specialisms – in Modern Languages, the Environment 
and Early Years Education. On graduation student teachers have one of these as an area 
of specialism within the Primary curriculum. The latter offers a range of Secondary 
subjects (leading to single or dual subject qualification, dependent upon subjects chosen).  
Our range of secondary subject programmes have arisen out of (and is also limited by) the 
range of degree subjects offered by the University, although this has recently been 
extended into additional STEM subjects (Physics and Chemistry) through our strategic 
partnership with Heriot Watt University.  Our total ITE population of around 600 students 
across the four years of the programme is comparatively small, but this enables excellent 
staff-student ratios - allowing the relational aspects of higher and teacher education to 
flourish over the four years students spend in their pre-service education. Where 
appropriate, students are encouraged to take dual qualification in two teaching subjects – 
increasing their prospects of employment while also offering greater workforce flexibility to 
Local Authorities and schools.   All students engage in fields of study outwith education, 
and so encounter a broad liberal education and a diverse range of students. 
 
Initial Teacher Education (ITE) at Stirling is designed to best make use of the theories, 
practices and resources at our disposal to help form teachers who are both fully 
conversant with present day educational priorities such as Curriculum for Excellence 
(CfE), whilst ready to contribute to new challenges and possibilities of an education that is 
yet-to-come. Our programme is the outcome of a longstanding partnership with schools, 
academic departments, and professional bodies, in which research-informed practice and 
a commitment to career-long professional development are key.  The programme is 



underpinned by a strong commitment to the values that inform inclusion, social justice and 
inter-disciplinarity.  These commitments are enriched through our engagement with key 
professional texts such as the GTCS Standard for Provisional Registration (SPR) and the 
GTCS Model of the Teacher, which inform ongoing evaluation of our programme and the 
educational judgements that we in turn make in relation to the professional becomings of 
our students. 
 

Question 1 - School 
Placements 
 
For each programme:  
the number of school 
placements, the length 
of time of each 
placement and the place 
of the placement in each 
programme 
 
 
 
 

All students spend 19-21 weeks on school placements 
assessed against the Standard for Provisional Registration 
(SPR).  Assessed placements start in year 2. 

 Year 2 SE1 4 weeks (May/June) 

 Year 3 SE2 5 weeks (Jan/Feb) 

 Year 4  SE3 10 weeks (12 weeks for dual subjects) 
(Sept/Dec) 

 
Students also work with pupils in a variety of other ways, both 
within the university and out in schools as part of specific 
modules in order to link theory to practice and prepare them for 
the above assessed placements. 
 
Year 1: Self arranged placement (10 days) 
 
Year 2: Micro teaching/link practice linked with pedagogy 
modules – students work in pairs to gain experience of 
teaching small groups of pupils in the university which feeds 
into an assessment for these 2 modules. (2x6 mornings) In 
addition, primary students work on a 1-1 basis in local schools 
to support their understanding of the teaching of reading and 
numeracy 
 
Year 3: Extended school placement linked with inclusion: 
differences & diversities module which draws on information 
collected from SE2 and helps prepare students for SE3 5 
mornings.  In addition, primary students work with pupils from 
local schools/nurseries to develop confidence in their 
specialism. 
 
The diagram below (appendix one) illustrates a typical route 
through the ITE programme for both Primary and Secondary 
students. 
 

University arrangements 
for travel and 
subsistence for school 
placements  
 
 

Students are paid travel expenses to attend school experience 
and placed within the travel distance agreed by the GTCs 
Student Placing System which currently stands at 90mins. On 
average, most students are placed well within this travel time. 

Question 2 – 
Additional Support 
Needs, Behaviour 
Management and 
Online Safety 
 
Programme content and 

ASN and behaviour management are covered both implicitly 
and explicitly throughout our four year programme.  Inputs on 
regarding online safety and child protection take place before 
each assessed school experience.  
We have funding from the Scottish Government to develop a 
new Primary specialism with Additional Support Needs which 
will run from September 2017 subject to GTCs approval. 



time given to these 
areas 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

First year modules introduce students to ideas around 
inclusion and approaches to behaviour management as part of 
a broad introduction to the purposes of Education.  
 
Second year modules take a more practical approach to the 
above by exploring pedagogy in terms of teaching and learning 
styles, differentiation, assessment. Primary students also take 
a GIRFEC module where interagency working is considered 
and how this supports the child and family within the 
community.  
 
Third year modules extend knowledge and understanding of 
inclusive practice by considering ASN and behaviour within the 
context of differing models of inclusion, through a 40credit (400 
hours) module on ‘Inclusion: Differences & Diversities’.  
 
Fourth year allows students to put all of this into practice and 
reflect on their approaches to inclusion, behaviour and online 
safety as they undertake their final placement. Many students 
decide to explore issues related to inclusion and behaviour 
making this the focus of their enquiry into practice in the final 
semester of the fourth year. 

Question 3 – 
Numeracy 
qualifications for entry 
to primary education 
programmes 
 
University perspective 
on the numeracy 
entrance requirements 
for primary teaching 
 
 
 

 
All students have National 5 maths or equivalent and a Higher 
English on entry to primary education programmes.   
Audits of student subject knowledge and self directed study is built 
in to the programme to enable students to develop their 
confidence and competence in numeracy skills.  
 
All primary students follow 2 core modules (400 hours) in 
literacy and numeracy and spend time working with local 
schools on a one to one basis putting into practice what they 
have learnt from the core literacy/ numeracy modules.  
Through pedagogy modules students learn how literacy and 
numeracy can be taught though other subjects, For example 
students can see how report writing is an important skill for 
science reports or how persuasive writing and presenting 
arguments are important skills for history. Students are also 
able to see how numeracy skills can be applied in other 
curriculum subjects such as the sciences. 
 
 
 

Time spent on numeracy 
during primary 
programmes 
 
 
 

This information is available in the NIF Report available online 
at:  http://www.gov.scot/Resource/0051/00518170.pdf  

Question 4 – Literacy 
and Numeracy 
 
University perspective 
on the practical 

The core literacy and numeracy module in semester 3 take 
place at the same time as the pedagogy module and micro 
teaching (see appendix I).  This provides primary students with 
the opportunity to use what they have learned on the core 
literacy and numeracy module to plan and teach literacy and 

http://www.gov.scot/Resource/0051/00518170.pdf


techniques of how to 
deliver literacy and 
numeracy 
 
 
 
 

numeracy lessons to small groups of pupils within the 
university and to then evaluate these with tutor feedback 
before they undertake their first assessed school experience.   
 
School placements continue to provide an emphasis on the 
teaching of literacy and numeracy as well as other parts of the 
curriculum, with students planning, teaching and assessing 
sequences of lessons.   
Students are placed across a number of local authorities for 
school experience and have become aware of the wide range 
of difference approaches/techniques/packages used to teach 
literacy and numeracy.  On the one hand this can be seen as a 
positive in the sense that students experience different ways of 
teaching literacy and numeracy depending on which local 
authority they are placed in. However, this can also cause 
tensions and issues as a university cannot provide 
experiences of all the different literacy/numeracy strategies 
available and adopted by schools/local authorities. In turn, 
sometimes schools can feel that students are not prepared or 
familiar with the particular approach/package for literacy or 
numeracy they have adopted. 

Any courses offered for 
literacy and numeracy  

We have recently been given funding by the Scottish 
Government to extend our number of Primary specialisms to 
include the following: 
Primary with a specialism in Literacy 
Primary with a specialism in Numeracy 
Both of these specialisms will include exactly the same 
education footprint as our existing primary specialisms but will 
also include 140 credits in subject specific modules taught in 
other parts of the university enabling students to build up 
additional expertise in aspects of either linguistics or numerical 
skills. The specialism in Numeracy will also enhance student 
data literacy skills. These specialisms will start in September 
2017 subject to GTCs approval. 

 

Appendix one – progression routes 

Semesters Primary Core Education 2 Other 

subject 

modules  

Secondary Core Education 2 Other 

subject 

modules 

YEAR ONE 

Semesters Primary Core Education 2 Other 

subject 

modules  

Secondary Core Education 2 Other 

subject 

modules 

YEAR TWO 



3 Autumn EDUU9E3: Pedagogy I: The 

Nature of Learning and 

Teaching (including 

Microteaching) 

and 

EDUU9P3: Primary Pedagogy 

1:Literacy and numeracy in the 

early years moving to first level  

One 

other 

subject 

module 

EDUU9E3: Pedagogy I: The 

Nature of Learning and 

Teaching (including 

Microteaching) 

Two other 

subject 

modules 

May/June EDUU9A0: SE1 placement –  

 2 weeks nursery, 2 weeks early 
years, P1-3 – (ML&ENV specialism) 

 4 weeks P6-7 (EY specialism) 

EDUU9A0: SE1 placement – 2 weeks in a 

Primary 6-7 class 

 

EDUU9A0 con’d – 2 weeks in Year 1/2 in 

secondary school  

4 Spring EDUU9E4: Pedagogy II: 

Differentiation, Assessment 

and Progression (including Link 

Practice) 

Two other 

subject 

modules 

EDUU9E4: Pedagogy II: 

Differentiation, Assessment 

and Progression (including 

Link Practice) 

Two other 

subject 

modules 

YEAR THREE 

5 Autumn EDUU9P5: Primary Pedagogy II: 

Literacy and numeracy in the 

middle years moving to upper 

level 

Two other 

subject 

modules 

EDUU9E5: Developing 

Pedagogy Across the 

Curriculum 

(half module) 

Three 

other 

subject 

modules 

Jan / Feb EDUU9AP: SE2 placement - 5 weeks in the 

middle stages (P4-5) 

EDUU9AP: SE2 placement - 5 weeks in 

secondary school 

6 Spring Primary Pedagogy 3: 

Specialism, either, 

EDUU9X6/EDUU9S6/EDUU9M6 

and 

EDUU9E6: Differences and 

Identities (double module) 

 

N/A EDUU9E6: Differences and Identities (double 

module) 

 

EDUU9T6: Partnership: Theory and Practice 

 

YEAR FOUR 

https://portal.stir.ac.uk/student/lists/module-info.jsp?mod=EDUU9T6&mod_sess=2014/5&mod_sem=SPR&mod_occr=A


7 Autumn EDUU9P7/H7: SE3 10 weeks of primary 

school experience  

ML&ENV -8 weeks in the upper stages, P6-7 

& 2 weeks teaching specialism 

EY – 8 weeks in P1-3 & 2 weeks nursery 

EDUU9P7/H7: SE3 10 weeks in secondary 

school  

 

Students studying a 2nd subject will do a 12 

weeks dual placement  

8 Spring EDUU9H8 cont’d 

EDUU9P8: Primary Education Research 

Project (Optional – students can leave with a 

General degree) 

EDUU9H8 cont’d: Honours in Education  

(Optional – students can leave with a 

General degree  

 


