
SUBMISSION FROM JOHN SAMSON 
 
I am a former PT Chemistry who wrote earlier to the ES Committee about the 
intransigence and unaccountability of the SQA.  Legitimate concerns raised by 
teachers are ignored to the detriment of candidates. 
  
Below is a reply I received in 2013 from an Aberdeenshire teacher when I heard of 
his experiences with the SQA.  I had told him of my several letters to the Scotsman 
regarding similar issues.   
                                      ...................................................................... 
"My retired colleague (former PT Religious,Moral and Philosophical Studies, and 
long-term SQA marker/setter) and I are finalising two petitions to the 
Scottish Parliament. The first calls for an independent exam 
scrutiny/regulatory body for Scotland and the second calls for an 
independent investigation into the cover-up of the 179 (yes, 179) 
mistakes that my colleague has identified in the 2010 Higher exam, the 
Specimen Paper itself and the various NABs. Since June 2010, despite 
repeated attempts to seek specific answers to these questions (including 
a year at the Ombudsman), the SQA have not answered a single question.  
 
Of course, my view is that SQA International will not allow the SQA to 
publicly admit invalid questions because that would damage their 
international reputation for selling qualifications to...Bahrain amongst 
others. All this at the expense of justice to Scottish pupils who are 
bamboozled by questions which are not part of the mandatory content of 
the course etc. 
 
I would welcome contact with the Scotsman as we have now come to the end 
of the process with the Ombudsman. We have kept our discipline up until 
now re following due process. By the way, the SQA's lawyers challenged 
the authority of the Ombudsman to look into the RMPS case (despite the 
fact that they advertise the Ombudsman on their website if a complaint 
cannot be resolved by them). In the end, we won one part of the case re 
service failure but the Ombudsman ruled that the SQA are not obliged to 
answer specific questions that you ask! Hence, I can state definitively 
that Scotland has a monopoly exam provider with no independent exam 
scrutiny or regulation. This is a shameful state for affairs for a 
liberal democracy." 
                       ............................................................ 
  
Three years on, nothing has changed.   
  
John Samson   
 


