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Dear sir / madam, 
 
I would be grateful if my views could be shared with the committee when looking at 
the performance of the sqa and the new qualifications system. 
 
I have 10 years experience as a secondary teacher and have taught the standard 
grade, intermediate and old higher qualifications as well as the new national and 
higher qualifications. 
 
These views are entirely my own and are not intended to be representative of my 
employer. 
 
1. National and higher unit assessments: 
 
The need to pass all outcomes (achieve 100%) of the standard has made it 
incredibly difficult for young learners to achieve these 'minimum competence' 
assessments. Lauded as flexible they are anything but. Some concessions have 
been made this year that make managing the logistics of getting 30 pupils through 
them even more bureaucratic and they will be phased out from next year. 
 
The jet tables and language of the documentation in geography is incomprehensible 
and verifiers at an authority level have not cascaded information about the standard. 
 
I mad my own assessments - giving up hours of my own time to improve the process 
and experience for my pupils. I received no positive feedback from the sqa during 
the prior verification process, only negative comments about where I had not quite 
met their incomprehensible guidelines. 
 
The pupil experience has been horrendous with pupils regularly missing lunch times 
and intervals to add to unit assessments to ensure they meet the standard. 
 
The example unit assessments are poor and teachers making more appropriate 
resources should have been compensated for completing the sqa's work if they 
agreed to them being shared 
 
2. National 4 
 
The case for the reinstatement of an exam is compelling. From pupil morale and 
inclusion to employer confidence in these awards this issue must be fully revisited. 
Cost savings for the sqa must not be the determining factor. 
 
3. Course assessment specification  
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For my own subject area the volume of information on the sqa website is huge. What 
is not vast is the guidance on mandatory course content. As a result questions are 
coming up that pupils in some schools and less experienced teachers may be 
underprepared for.  
 
This is unfair on pupils. 
 
4. Assignment  
 
I enjoy the assignment and value the role it plays in determining a pupils grade. 
 
The guidelines and marking instructions for my subject area are incomprehensible in 
parts. 
 
The assignment in my subject area appears significantly harder than similar subjects 
putting pupils off continuing study in the subject. 
 
5. Pupil experience  
 
Has anyone listened to our young people? They are becoming more stressed and 
anxious as we subject them to unbelievable amounts of assessment and pressure.  
 
They are skipping trips, clubs and other valuable experiences to prepare for the 
mountain of assessment. Hardly conducive to creating a desire for lifelong learning. 
 
Time is wasted for fun and engaging and deeper learning. 
 
On their behalf I would urge the repeal of unit assessments immediately and an 
urgent appraisal of other issues identified herein. 
 
6. Understanding the standard  
 
Why should a teacher have to (and I have) be an sqa marker to truly understand 
what is expected? this information should be shared freely for the benefit of all our 
pupils. 
 


