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To whom it may concern, 
  
As a practitioner of ten years within Scottish education, six of which working at my 
current School, and I have taught a range of students from various backgrounds on 
various courses within Art & design.  I have been happy to see many go on to 
achieve well in their results and to go on to brighter futures because of what our 
education service provided them with in terms of opportunity. In many ways I believe 
our education system is still enviable to so many others.  However I do not believe it 
is infallible, nor should it be if it is to improve, we teach the value of reflective practice 
to our students and I believe the exam board should be capable of the same. 
  
Before I address my concerns, I should say that I have recently been in contact with 
the SQA regarding a marking issue.  The discussions I had with the SQA official 
were useful and I firmly believe that the individuals I dealt with have the best 
interests of the candidates at heart.   
  
However I do not share the same level of confidence in the SQA’s procedures.   
  
I am concerned that significant changes need to be made to the process involved in 
the marking of Art & Design practical work as the variation in results given year on 
year is far too wide and it is not a true reflection on the quality of the work we send or 
in the delivery of the course work but quite clearly the fault lies in the marking of the 
work by the SQA marking teams and this subjective variation does not allow for 
teachers to teach students towards a meaningful success criteria when it comes to 
practical work.  In short I have little confidence in the current marking process and I 
believe through professional dialogue this feeling is shared by others across 
Scotland. I would also add I have marked for three years at Higher practical for the 
SQA and through my experience of that my concerns have been further cemented, it 
seems to me that the system is substantially flawed in how judgement is passed. 
Particularly the design process.  
  
At the moment non-subject specific specialists mark work from outwith their degree 
specialism.  In short would a Chemistry teacher mark a Higher Physics paper? If not 
then why should a textile specialist be able to mark a graphic design unit? I agree we 
are one subject and that the fine Art aspect of the course is more open to objectivity 
but the design process is not and this subjective marking process is where points are 
being lost and good teaching potentially being missed.  I believe CDT teachers mark 
parts of their value added course internally, this also used to be the case with 
Standard Grade Art & Design, with the design unit, perhaps this model needs to be 
looked at again and considered for Higher and Nat five. 
  



PBS.2016_SQA31 

I of course have my own ideas of how to change it for the better, I am sure many 
others do as well, I always feel it is better to offer up an alternative idea as well as 
raising a concern but would only elaborate on this if it seems alternative plans would 
be considered for discussion/consultation in a manner that is rational and above all 
considerate of the need to make our results as close to being objective as possible, 
because at the moment the subjective decisions of a few seem to be effecting far too 
many candidates in an inconsistent way. 
  
I have gathered a variety of evidence to support my point of view that the way things 
are marked has been inconsistent from over the last six years, although the last two 
in particular have thrown up several examples. 
  
I trust that all concerned realise that my motivation is to give all of our students the 
opportunity to achieve their full potential and in order to do that I believe we must be 
open to seeing beyond statistics and tradition and instead look towards achieving 
consistency and a national standard that isn't variable and is above all fair.  
  
I do not believe there is a right or a wrong here but I do believe we need a 
benchmark for consistency, and a lot of my fellow practitioners across the teaching 
profession in Art & Design are finding the inconsistent approach difficult to teach 
towards.  We are only keen to do what is right for our young people and I think we 
would be keen to see the SQA listening to the changes we would like to make for the 
sake of consistency in what we are able to deliver as professionals. 
  
I fear the current system does not deliver this. I also believe the work our department 
have saved online over the last six years provides plenty of evidence to support this 
point of view and would be happy to share more of it with members of the Committee 
if necessary to generate further discussion. 


