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I am a biology teacher working in [a local authority] and I have also worked for the 
SQA for the past 3 years in a variety of marking and team-leading roles. I am very 
supportive of the SQA and in what it is trying to do, however, I feel that there could 
be much more collaboration between the SQA, LTS and local authorities when it 
comes to implementing new courses.  
 
I have spent most of my October break developing resources to enable me to teach 
the new Advanced Higher Biology course, and I know that there will be teachers up 
and down the country like me who regularly have to use evenings, weekends and 
holidays to prepare work just to be able to do a good job. Surely, it would be better to 
employ a team to develop key resources for each course that could then be made 
available to all schools in Scotland. It would give teachers more time to work on 
teaching strategies and differentiation of lessons and would also ensure a consistent 
approach across the country which would improve standards at a National level. I 
know there are writing groups and I have participated in these for the Higher Biology 
course, but these do not deliver a comprehensive package of teaching and 
assessment materials as they involve just a few hours of writing time with limited 
access to materials. 
 
Having previously worked in industry, it breaks my heart to see this piecemeal 
approach to educating our young people. Teachers are at breaking point due to all 
the changes, and yet we feel that we are not doing the best for pupils. To make 
things even worse, we are now also being made to feel bad about attending SQA 
Understanding Standards events as our colleagues are being instructed by the 
unions not to cover classes for teachers out of school attending these meetings. 
Again, there needs to be a more effective way of disseminating the information from 
these meetings at local authority level. No teacher should be delivering a course 
without appropriate support to ensure that standards are met. 
 
I realise that it is a bit late to rectify things for current courses, but if changes are to 
be made in future, more collaboration would make these easier to implement. 
 


