
20 October 2016 
 
James Dornan MSP  
Convenor 
Education and Skills Committee 
The Scottish Parliament 
Edinburgh 
EH99 1SP 
 
 
Dear Mr Dornan 
 
Thank you for the opportunity to contribute to the Education and Skills Committee’s pre-budget 
scrutiny process on the Scottish Funding Council, as set out in your letter of 23 September 2016.   
 
On behalf of the University of the West of Scotland, I provide some comments below (restricted to 
the SFC’s dealings with the Higher Education Sector) which we hope will be useful in informing the 
Committees deliberations: 
 
Scottish Funding Council as an intermediary between universities and the Scottish 
Government 
 
University of the West of Scotland believes that the Scottish Funding Council acts as a useful 
intermediary between Scottish universities and the Scottish Government.  The SFC provides a 
conduit through which Government priorities are shared with the Scottish higher education sector 
which are subsequently reflected in the Guidance for the development of University Outcome 
Agreements. 
 
We would, however, be keen to ensure that the Scottish Funding Council does not become the only 
route through which institutions engage with the Scottish Government; as there are many occasions 
when direct engagement with Ministers and / or Government officials is a more appropriate and 
efficient approach 
 
Having said that, the Scottish Funding Council needs to maintain a strong voice within the system 
and continue to use its understanding of the HE Sector to inform policy development and 
subsequent application – particularly through funding mechanisms.  
 
The Outcome Agreement process 
 
The process for negotiating and agreeing Outcome Agreements with the SFC has, since its 
introduction, gone through a process of continual refinement and improvement.  The SFC is 
sensitive to the fact that Outcome Agreements are intended to complement and align with 
universities distinct strategic ambitions and plans; whilst ensuring universities are delivering against 
Scottish Government priorities. 
 

University of the West of Scotland welcomes the professional relationship developed and 
the approach taken by the various SFC Outcome Agreement Managers that we have dealt 
with over recent years.  Through the OA Managers we believe there is an appropriate 
degree of rigour and challenge through the negotiating process that leads to the submission 
of the Outcome Agreement. 
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