
 

 
James Dornan MSP      30/5/18 
Convener, Education and Skills Committee   Ref: JK/JH/IMT 

Scottish Parliament  
Edinburgh  
EH99 1SP 

 
Dear James,  
 

I’m contacting you in your capacity as Convener of the Education and Skills 
Committee As you will know, the First Minister spoke in the chamber of the 
Parliament earlier this month about the importance of music education and has 

asked the DFM to work with his officials to “identify ways of ensuring that 
instrumental music tuition remains accessible to people, regardless of 

background, in the future”, while respecting the autonomy of local councils. This 
intervention is welcome, and crucial.  
As you will know, the EIS has argued over many years, and never more so than 

in recent months, that Scotland’s instrumental music services are both highly 
valuable and hugely under-invested. EIS members who teach Instrumental 

Music are now reporting catastrophic cuts and outrageous charges (up to £524 
per pupil per year) on a regular basis. We are deeply concerned that music 
provision in schools is being shaped not by an educational rationale but by 

austerity budgeting, with negative impacts on young people’s educational 
experience, and acquisition of key skills.  
Local authority IM services sustain multiple bands and orchestras, on top of teaching 9% of 
the school roll, during the school day, and supporting thousands of young people to secure 
SQA qualifications in Music, which allocate up to 60% of marks for instrumental 
performance. Our Instrumental Music Teachers’ Network would be keen to discuss with you 
and the Committee how this vital work can be sustained. It is not yet too late to avert a crisis 
- but it soon will be. Within the next two decades, local authority music services could cease 
to exist (MEPG, Position Paper, May 2018). This is an urgent concern 

I trust that the Committee will wish to give this important issue due consideration. 

Yours sincerely 

Larry Flanagan  
General Secretary 

 

 



  


