
RONAN WATSON 
 
Dear Mr Dornan, 
  
I am writing to you with my concern as to the plight of Instrumental Music 
Services throughout Scotland. I am a musician, an instrumental instructor but 
most of all a parent. With Services being cut in half, charges being raised and 
services being privatised I am concerned that instrumental tuition as it is 
delivered in Scotland is facing extinction and my sons and their peers will not 
have the access to instrumental tuition that I was lucky enough to have. 
 
Learning a musical instrument and being involved in musical groups can be 
hugely beneficial to a young person. It gives confidence, provides social 
interaction, creates self motivation, many important life skills that are desired 
by employers. With Instrumental Services directly impacting over 60 000 
pupils per week, music education is highly prevalent and desired throughout 
Scottish schools. 
 
Among those pupils are a large number of pupils in the lower deciles who, in 
the majority of Local Authorities, receive free music tuition. Without 
instrumental services these pupils would not have access to instrumental 
lessons and only those who could afford to pay would be able play. This is a 
prime example of how instrumental services are supporting the Government's 
vision of closing the attainment gap. 
 
Something needs to change at Government level in order to protect this 
service. Too long has it been the rhetoric that, as a discretionary service, it is 
devolved to the local authority as to how they deliver the service. By standing 
back and allowing authorities to chip away at their instrumental service the 
Government faces being complicit in their demise.  
 
Instrumental music is such a valuable educational tool in our schools that as 
Convener of the Education Committee, it may be a matter that you could bring 
to the committee's attention. There are excellent people who could present to 
the committee as to the benefits of instrumental music within education and 
dispel some of the confusion that surrounds this at Government level. 
  
How Instrumental Tuition is delivered within schools in Scotland is the envy of 
the UK and it needs to be protected and valued. 
  
I appreciate your time in reading this email and I look forward to your 
response. 
  
Yours sincerely, 
  
Ronan Watson  

 

 
 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

  


