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MINUTES OF PROCEEDINGS 
 

Parliamentary Year 3, No. 60, Session 5 
 

Meeting of the Parliament 
 

Thursday 13 December 2018 
 

Note: (DT) signifies a decision taken at Decision Time. 
 
The meeting opened at 11.40 am. 
 
1. General Questions: Questions were answered by Cabinet Secretaries and 
Ministers. 
 
2. First Minister’s Questions: Questions were answered by the First Minister 
(Nicola Sturgeon). 
 
3.  St Andrews’ GP Out-of-hours Facility: The Parliament debated S5M-15013 in 
the name of Willie Rennie—That the Parliament notes the proposal by the Fife 
Health and Social Care Partnership to close the GP out-of-hours facility in St 
Andrews; further notes the reported criticism from the community regarding the 
consultation process; understands there has nonetheless been a large response to 
the consultation from people in east Fife, and that over 6,000 have signed a petition 
and more than 2,000 have submitted objection postcards; believes that the Dundee 
Kings Cross out-of-hours facility is often at capacity and consequently finds it difficult 
to accept patients from north Fife; understands that there is a large number of 
students and older people in the east Fife area; believes that GPs from the area are 
prepared to step up to provide a local service, and notes the calls for the St Andrews’ 
facility to be retained. 
 
4. Ministerial Statement: The Lord Advocate (James Wolffe) made a statement 
and answered questions on the UK Withdrawal from the European Union (Legal 
Continuity) (Scotland) Bill – Reference by the Attorney General and the Advocate 
General for Scotland to the UK Supreme Court. 
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5. Demonstrating Leadership in Human Rights: The Minister for Older People 
and Equalities (Christina McKelvie) moved S5M-15126—That the Parliament 
reaffirms its long-standing commitment to human rights and human dignity and to the 
principles of equality, democracy and the rule of law; notes with approval that 2018 is 
the 70th anniversary of the adoption by the UN of the Universal Declaration of 
Human Rights; further notes similarly that Scotland has enjoyed 20 years of the 
vitally-important human rights safeguards that are contained in the Human Rights 
Act 1998 and the Scotland Act 1998; expresses its wish that all of Scotland should 
work in concert to promote and vindicate human rights for all, keeping pace with 
progressive international standards and demonstrating global leadership; notes the 
publication on Human Rights Day 2018 of the report and recommendations of the 
First Minister’s Advisory Group on Human Rights Leadership; welcomes the report 
and recommendations of the Equalities and Human Rights Committee, which was 
published on 26 November 2018, following the human rights inquiry that it carried 
out, and agrees that the Scottish Government should now take action, in partnership 
with civil society, the Parliament and all parties, to ensure that Scotland continues to 
lead by example across the full spectrum of civil, political, economic, social, cultural 
and environmental rights.  
 
Annie Wells moved amendment S5M-15126.1— 
 

As an amendment to motion S5M-15126 in the name of Christina McKelvie 
(Demonstrating Leadership in Human Rights), after “carried out,” insert “and 
notes the balance of support within the committee for the report’s conclusions,”. 

 
After debate, the amendment was agreed to (DT). 
 
Mary Fee moved amendment S5M-15126.3— 
 

As an amendment to motion S5M-15126 in the name of Christina McKelvie 
(Demonstrating Leadership in Human Rights), insert at end “; believes that cuts 
to public services and social security pose a risk to the human rights of those 
living in Scotland, and agrees with the First Minister’s Advisory Group on 
Human Rights Leadership that ‘too many people are not enjoying their rights in 
everyday life’ and ‘in too many places services are not meeting needs’.” 

 
After debate, the amendment was disagreed to ((DT) by division: For 30, Against 83, 
Abstentions 0).  
 
Alex Cole-Hamilton moved amendment S5M-15126.2— 
 

As an amendment to motion S5M-15126 in the name of Christina McKelvie 
(Demonstrating Leadership in Human Rights), insert at end “, and welcomes 
the Scottish Government’s commitment to incorporate the UN Convention on 
the Rights of the Child into law and its move to meet the minimum age of 
criminal responsibility specified by the UN Committee on the Rights of the 
Child, both of which are prerequisites in establishing Scotland as an 
international human rights leader.” 

 
After debate, the amendment was agreed to ((DT) by division: For 88, Against 0, 
Abstentions 24).  
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The motion, as amended, was then agreed to ((DT) by division: For 89, Against 0, 
Abstentions 24). 
 
Accordingly, the Parliament resolved—That the Parliament reaffirms its long-
standing commitment to human rights and human dignity and to the principles of 
equality, democracy and the rule of law; notes with approval that 2018 is the 70th 
anniversary of the adoption by the UN of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights; 
further notes similarly that Scotland has enjoyed 20 years of the vitally-important 
human rights safeguards that are contained in the Human Rights Act 1998 and the 
Scotland Act 1998; expresses its wish that all of Scotland should work in concert to 
promote and vindicate human rights for all, keeping pace with progressive 
international standards and demonstrating global leadership; notes the publication 
on Human Rights Day 2018 of the report and recommendations of the First 
Minister’s Advisory Group on Human Rights Leadership; welcomes the report and 
recommendations of the Equalities and Human Rights Committee, which was 
published on 26 November 2018, following the human rights inquiry that it carried out 
and notes the balance of support within the committee for the report’s conclusions; 
agrees that the Scottish Government should now take action, in partnership with civil 
society, the Parliament and all parties, to ensure that Scotland continues to lead by 
example across the full spectrum of civil, political, economic, social, cultural and 
environmental rights, and welcomes the Scottish Government’s commitment to 
incorporate the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child into law and its move to 
meet the minimum age of criminal responsibility specified by the UN Committee on 
the Rights of the Child, both of which are prerequisites in establishing Scotland as an 
international human rights leader. 
 
6.   Pow of Inchaffray Drainage Commission (Scotland) Bill – Final Stage: The 
Bill was considered at its Final Stage. 
 
The following amendments were agreed to (without division): 1, 2, 3 and 4. 
 
The Presiding Officer determined, under Rule 9A.10.5A that, in his view, no provision 
of the Pow of Inchaffray Drainage Commission (Scotland) Bill related to a protected 
subject-matter. 
 
7.   Pow of Inchaffray Drainage Commission (Scotland) Bill – Final Stage: Tom 
Arthur on behalf of the Pow of Inchaffray Drainage Commission (Scotland) Bill 
Committee moved S5M-14447—That the Parliament agrees that the Pow of 
Inchaffray Drainage Commission (Scotland) Bill be passed. 
 
After debate, the motion was agreed to ((DT) by division: For 112, Against 0, 
Abstentions 0). 
 
8.   Parliamentary Bureau Motions: Graeme Dey, on behalf of the Parliamentary 
Bureau, moved— 
 
S5M-15149 Committee Membership—That the Parliament agrees that— 
 
George Adam be appointed to replace Keith Brown as a member of the Health and 
Sport Committee; 
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Keith Brown be appointed to replace George Adam as a member of the Social 
Security Committee. 
 
S5M-15150 Substitution on Committees—That the Parliament agrees that Richard 
Lyle be appointed to replace Joan McAlpine as Scottish National Party substitute on 
the Environment, Climate Change and Land Reform Committee. 
 
The motions were agreed to (DT). 
 
9.  Decision Time: The Parliament took decisions on items 5, 7, and 8 as noted 
above. 
 
The meeting closed at 5.05 pm. 

P E Grice 
Clerk of the Parliament 

12 December 2018 
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