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MINUTES OF PROCEEDINGS 
 

Parliamentary Year 3, No. 45, Session 5 
 

Meeting of the Parliament 
 

Thursday 8 November 2018 
 

Note: (DT) signifies a decision taken at Decision Time. 
 
The meeting opened at 11.40 am. 
 
1. General Questions: Questions were answered by Cabinet Secretaries and a 
Minister. 
 
2. First Minister’s Questions: Questions were answered by the First Minister 
(Nicola Sturgeon). 
 
3. Motion of Remembrance: The First Minister (Nicola Sturgeon) moved S5M-
14666—That the Parliament acknowledges that the First World War had a 
devastating impact around the world, including on our nation, in which no community 
was unaffected; recognises the importance of honouring all those who have lost their 
lives in armed conflicts; notes that 2018 marks the centenary of the First World War 
Armistice; commends the work of the Scottish Commemorations Panel and partner 
organisations, which have developed a fitting programme of events to commemorate 
Scotland’s Armistice centenary, both nationally and for communities; notes that the 
centenary of the Armistice will be commemorated with a National Service for 
Scotland in Glasgow Cathedral; recognises the many other organisations and 
community groups in communities across Scotland that will be delivering 
commemorative events that inform people about Scotland’s involvement in the First 
World War while helping them recognise the effects of the war on their local 
communities and the wider world and its lasting impact on life today, and calls on the 
nation to come together and pay its respects on 11 November 2018 to ensure that 
those who suffered so much will never be forgotten, and in the hope that conflicts 
such as the First World War might end. 
 
The motion was agreed to (DT). 
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4. South Lanarkshire Care Homes Under Threat: The Parliament debated S5M-
14123 in the name of Monica Lennon—That the Parliament understands that South 
Lanarkshire Council plans to reduce the number of its care home facilities; notes that 
the first phase of these plans includes the closure of McWhirter House in Larkhall 
and Kirkton House in Blantyre; considers that the proposed new community hub 
facility at the St Joseph’s site in Blantyre is not a like-for-like replacement and that 
this will result in a reduction in the number of long-term residential beds; understands 
that the closure of McWhirter House will leave Larkhall with no council-run care 
facilities for older people; believes that council-run care provision must remain a vital 
part of the delivery of residential care for older people and that the ageing population 
requires a shift in the model of care in South Lanarkshire and the Central Scotland 
region; recognises that the reliance of the older population on care is likely to 
increase in coming decades; acknowledges calls that this should be achieved 
without a reduction in the availability of long-term council care beds and with the 
support of the community; is concerned at reports that there has not been 
meaningful consultation with care home staff, trade unions or the communities that 
are affected by the plans; acknowledges in particular the concerns raised by the 
GMB, and notes the calls for the SNP administration in South Lanarkshire to halt the 
planned closures.  
 
5. Ministerial Statement: The Cabinet Secretary for Education and Skills (John 
Swinney) made a statement and answered questions on Scotland’s Plan to Improve 
the Educational Experience of LGBTI Young People. 
 
6. Prescription (Scotland) Bill – Stage 3: Graeme Dey, on behalf of the 
Parliamentary Bureau, moved S5M-14664—That the Parliament agrees that, during 
stage 3 of the Prescription (Scotland) Bill, debate on groups of amendments shall, 
subject to Rule 9.8.4A, be brought to a conclusion by the time limit indicated, those 
time limits being calculated from when the stage begins and excluding any periods 
when other business is under consideration or when a meeting of the Parliament is 
suspended (other than a suspension following the first division in the stage being 
called) or otherwise not in progress: 
 
Groups 1 to 2: 45 minutes. 
 
The motion was agreed to. 
 
7. Prescription (Scotland) Bill – Stage 3: The Bill was considered at Stage 3. 
 
The following amendments were disagreed to (by division)— 
 

1 (For 27, Against 78, Abstentions 0) 
2 (For 29, Against 81, Abstentions 0) 
3 (For 29, Against 81, Abstentions 0) 
4 (For 29, Against 81, Abstentions 0) 

  
The following amendments were not moved: 5, 6 and 7. 
 
The Presiding Officer determined, under Rule 9.8.5BA that, in his view, no provision 
of the Domestic Abuse (Scotland) Bill related to a protected subject-matter.  
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8. Prescription (Scotland) Bill – Stage 3: The Minister for Community Safety (Ash 
Denham) moved S5M-14665—That the Parliament agrees that the Prescription 
(Scotland) Bill be passed.  
 
After debate, the motion was agreed to ((DT) by division: For 111, Against 0, 
Abstentions 0). 
 
9. Breach of the Code of Conduct for MSPs: Bill Kidd, on behalf of the 
Standards, Procedures and Public Appointments Committee, moved S5M-14602—
That the Parliament notes the 6th Report, 2018 (Session 5) of the Standards and 
Public Appointments Committee, Complaint against Annie Wells MSP (SP Paper 
408) and agrees to impose the sanction recommended in the report that Annie Wells 
MSP be excluded from all meetings of the Parliament and all meetings of its 
committees for the first five sitting days after this motion is agreed. 
 
After debate, the motion was agreed to ((DT) by division: For 84, Against 27, 
Abstentions 0). 
 
10.  Decision Time: The Parliament took decisions on items 3, 8 and 9 as noted 
above. 
 
The meeting closed at 5.06 pm. 

P E Grice 
Clerk of the Parliament 

8 November 2018 
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Appendix 
(Note: this Appendix does not form part of the Minutes) 

 
Negative instruments 
 
The following instrument was laid before the Parliament on 8 November 2018 and is 
subject to the negative procedure— 
 
Environmental Noise (Scotland) Amendment Regulations 2018 (SSI 2018/342) 
laid under paragraph 2(2) of schedule 2 of the European Communities Act 1972 
 
Committee Reports 
 
The following report was published on 8 November 2018– 
 
Environment, Climate Change and Land Reform Committee, 9th Report 2017 
(Session 5) Land Reform (Scotland) Act 2016 (Register of Persons Holding a 
Controlled Interest in Land) (Scotland) Regulations 2021 [draft] (SP Paper 416) 
 
 



 

5 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Published by the Scottish Parliamentary Corporate Body 
 

 

 

All documents are available on 
the Scottish Parliament website at: 

www.scottish.parliament.uk/documents 

For information on the Scottish Parliament contact 
Public Information on: 
Telephone: 0131 348 5000 or 0800 092 7500 
Email: sp.info@parliament.scot 
Live chat on parliament.scot 
You can write to us in any language or contact us 
using the Text Relay service or in British Sign 
Language through contactScotland-BSL. 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

©Parliamentary copyright.  Scottish Parliamentary Corporate Body 
 

The Scottish Parliament’s copyright policy can be found on the website - www.parliament.scot or by 

contacting Public Information. 

 


