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MINUTES OF PROCEEDINGS 
 

Parliamentary Year 3, No. 44, Session 5 
 

Meeting of the Parliament 
 

Wednesday 7 November 2018 
 

Note: (DT) signifies a decision taken at Decision Time. 
 
The meeting opened at 2.00 pm. 
 
1. Portfolio Questions: Questions on Finance, Economy and Fair Work were 
answered by a Cabinet Secretary and Ministers. 
 
2. Safeguarding Scotland’s International Research Collaborations and 
Reputation for Scientific Excellence from the Threat of Brexit: The Minister for 
Further Education, Higher Education and Science (Richard Lochhead) moved S5M-
14638—That the Parliament notes with concern the growing number of voices within 
Scotland’s research and science communities warning of the substantial threat that 
Brexit poses to Scotland’s position as a leading nation in international science and 
research; understands the significant economic, social and cultural contributions that 
universities and other research institutions and their international collaborators bring 
to Scotland; believes that the UK Government’s approach to the Brexit negotiations, 
including its commitment to ending freedom of movement, is undermining Scotland’s 
worldwide reputation and threatening the mobility of students and researchers and 
full participation in European research programmes, and commits to exploring 
options to safeguard Scotland’s international research collaborations and reputation 
for scientific excellence globally.  
 
Oliver Mundell moved amendment S5M-14638.1— 
 

As an amendment to motion S5M-14638 in the name of Richard Lochhead 
(Safeguarding Scotland’s International Research Collaborations and Reputation 
for Scientific Excellence from the Threat of Brexit), leave out from “notes with 
concern” to “European research programmes” and insert “recognises the very 
significant economic, social and cultural value of research co-operation across 
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the UK and with the international community, and the benefits of knowledge 
exchange; welcomes the assurance of UK Government research funding up to 
2020; supports the UK Government’s plans to include science and innovation 
among future co-operative accords with the EU; urges the UK Government to 
ensure that the visa system is structured to attract students and staff of the 
highest calibre to work in UK universities and research centres”. 

 
After debate, the amendment was disagreed to ((DT) by division: For 28, Against 87, 
Abstentions 0).  
 
Iain Gray moved amendment S5M-14638.3— 
 

As an amendment to motion S5M-14638 in the name of Richard Lochhead 
(Safeguarding Scotland’s International Research Collaborations and Reputation 
for Scientific Excellence from the Threat of Brexit), insert at end “, including a 
focus from both the Scottish and UK governments on promoting the importance 
of Horizon Europe developing in a way that allows the UK to be involved.” 

 
After debate, the amendment was agreed to (DT).  
 
Tavish Scott moved amendment S5M-14638.2— 
 

As an amendment to motion S5M-14638 in the name of Richard Lochhead 
(Safeguarding Scotland’s International Research Collaborations and Reputation 
for Scientific Excellence from the Threat of Brexit), insert at end “, in addition to 
providing unequivocal support for a public vote on the final terms of the Brexit 
deal.” 

 
After debate, the amendment was agreed to ((DT) by division: For 65, Against 30, 
Abstentions 20).  
 
The motion, as amended, was then agreed to ((DT) by division: For 66, Against 28, 
Abstentions 21). 
 
Accordingly, the Parliament resolved—That the Parliament notes with concern the 
growing number of voices within Scotland’s research and science communities 
warning of the substantial threat that Brexit poses to Scotland’s position as a leading 
nation in international science and research; understands the significant economic, 
social and cultural contributions that universities and other research institutions and 
their international collaborators bring to Scotland; believes that the UK Government’s 
approach to the Brexit negotiations, including its commitment to ending freedom of 
movement, is undermining Scotland’s worldwide reputation and threatening the 
mobility of students and researchers and full participation in European research 
programmes, and commits to exploring options to safeguard Scotland’s international 
research collaborations and reputation for scientific excellence globally, including a 
focus from both the Scottish and UK governments on promoting the importance of 
Horizon Europe developing in a way that allows the UK to be involved, in addition to 
providing unequivocal support for a public vote on the final terms of the Brexit deal. 
 
3. Business Motion: Graeme Dey, on behalf of the Parliamentary Bureau, moved 
S5M-14657—That the Parliament agrees— 
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(a) the following programme of business— 
 
Tuesday 13 November 2018 
 
2.00 pm Time for Reflection 
 
followed by Parliamentary Bureau Motions 
 
followed by Topical Questions (if selected) 
 
followed by Stage 1: Age of Criminal Responsibility (Scotland) Bill 
 
followed by Financial Resolution - Age of Criminal Responsibility (Scotland) Bill 
 
followed by Business Motions 
 
followed by Parliamentary Bureau Motions 
 
followed by Committee Announcements  
 
5.00 pm Decision Time 
 
followed by Members’ Business 
 
Wednesday 14 November 2018 
 
2.00 pm Parliamentary Bureau Motions 
 
2.00 pm Portfolio Questions: Rural Economy; Environment, Climate Change and 
Land Reform 
 
followed by Scottish Labour Party Business      
 
followed by Business Motions 
 
followed by Parliamentary Bureau Motions 
 
5.00 pm Decision Time 
 
followed by Members’ Business  
 
Thursday 15 November 2018 
 
11.40 am Parliamentary Bureau Motions 
 
11.40 am General Questions 
 
12.00 pm First Minister’s Questions 
 
followed by Members’ Business  
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2.30 pm Parliamentary Bureau Motions 
 
2.30 pm Scottish Government Debate: Physical Activity, Diet and Healthy Weight 
 
followed by Business Motions 
 
followed by Parliamentary Bureau Motions 
 
5.00 pm Decision Time 
 
Tuesday 20 November 2018 
 
2.00 pm Time for Reflection 
 
followed by Parliamentary Bureau Motions 
 
followed by Topical Questions (if selected) 
 
followed by Scottish Government Business  
 
followed by Business Motions 
 
followed by Parliamentary Bureau Motions 
 
followed by Committee Announcements 
 
5.00 pm Decision Time 
 
followed by Members’ Business 
 
Wednesday 21 November 2018 
 
2.00 pm Parliamentary Bureau Motions 
 
2.00 pm Portfolio Questions: Justice and the Law Officers; Transport, Infrastructure 
and Connectivity 
 
followed by Stage 3 Proceedings: Scottish Crown Estate Bill 
 
followed by Business Motions 
 
followed by Parliamentary Bureau Motions 
 
5.00 pm Decision Time 
 
followed by Members’ Business  
 
Thursday 22 November 2018 
 
11.40 am Parliamentary Bureau Motions 
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11.40 am General Questions 
 
12.00 pm First Minister’s Questions 
 
followed by Members’ Business   
 
2.30 pm Parliamentary Bureau Motions 
 
2.30 pm Scottish Parliamentary Corporate Body Question Time 
 
followed by Economy, Energy and Fair Work Committee Debate: Scotland’s 
Economic Performance 
 
followed by Business Motions 
 
followed by Parliamentary Bureau Motions 
 
5.00 pm Decision Time 
 
(b) that, in relation to any debate on a business motion setting out a business 
programme taken on Wednesday 14 November 2018, the second sentence of rule 
8.11.3 is suspended and replaced with “Any Member may speak on the motion at the 
discretion of the Presiding Officer” 
 
(c) that, in relation to First Minister’s Questions on Thursday 15 November 2018, in 
rule 13.6.2, insert at end “and may provide an opportunity for Party Leaders or their 
representatives to question the First Minister” 
 
and  
 
(d) that the Parliament agrees, for the purposes of its consideration of the Age of 
Criminal Responsibility (Scotland) Bill, under Rule 9.6.3A of the Standing Orders, 
that the Parliament shall consider the general principles of the Bill on the fourth 
sitting day after publication of the lead committee report. 
 
The motion was agreed to. 
 
4. Business Motions: Graeme Dey, on behalf of the Parliamentary Bureau, 
moved— 
 
S5M-14658 Business Motion—That the Parliament agrees that consideration of the 
Children (Equal Protection from Assault) (Scotland) Bill at stage 1 be completed by 
31 May 2019. 
 
S5M-14659 Business Motion—That the Parliament agrees that consideration of the 
Fuel Poverty (Target, Definition and Strategy) (Scotland) Bill at stage 1 be completed 
by 22 February 2019. 
 
The motions were agreed to. 
 



 

6 

5. Parliamentary Bureau Motions: Graeme Dey, on behalf of the Parliamentary 
Bureau, moved— 
 
S5M-14660 Designation of Lead Committee—That the Parliament agrees that the 
Justice Committee be designated as the lead committee in consideration of the 
legislative consent memorandum in relation to the Counter-Terrorism and Border 
Security Bill (UK Legislation). 
 
S5M-14661 Approval of SSI—That the Parliament agrees that the Renewables 
Obligation (Scotland) Amendment Order 2018 [draft] be approved. 
 
S5M-14662 Approval of SSI—That the Parliament agrees that the First-tier Tribunal 
for Scotland Social Security Chamber and Upper Tribunal for Scotland (Composition) 
Regulations 2018 [draft] be approved. 
 
The motions were agreed to (DT). 
 
6.  Decision Time: The Parliament took decisions on items 2 and 5 as noted 
above. 
 
7.  Emergency Service Workers: The Parliament debated S5M-14497 in the name 
of Liam Kerr—That the Parliament commends the bravery and dedication of 
emergency service workers in the north east and across the country; recognises 
what it sees as their extraordinary efforts to keep everyone safe, working long hours 
in often difficult circumstances; acknowledges that this can include heading towards 
danger when others are running away; understands that, in 2016-17, over 3,000 
offences were committed against these workers, with attacks often carried out by the 
very people that they were trying to help; condemns such assaults; regards an attack 
on any emergency worker as an attack on society itself, and thanks all emergency 
workers with the police, fire, ambulance, search and rescue, prison and other 
services for all the work that they do. 
 
The meeting closed at 5.52 pm. 

P E Grice 
Clerk of the Parliament 

7 November 2018 
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Appendix 
(Note: this Appendix does not form part of the Minutes) 

 
 
Committee Reports 
 
The following Report was published on 7 November 2018  
 
Finance and Constitution Committee, 12th Report, 2018 (Session 5): Pre-budget 
scrutiny report (SP Paper 410) 
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