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MINUTES OF PROCEEDINGS 
 

Parliamentary Year 3, No. 43, Session 5 
 

Meeting of the Parliament 
 

Tuesday 6 November 2018 
 

Note: (DT) signifies a decision taken at Decision Time. 
 
The meeting opened at 2.00 pm. 
 
1. Time for Reflection: Mr Mark Hazelwood, Chief Executive, Scottish Partnership 
for Palliative Care, led Time for Reflection. 
 
2. Business Motion: Graeme Dey, on behalf of the Parliamentary Bureau, moved 
S5M-14648—That the Parliament agrees to the following revisions to the programme 
of business for: 
 
(a) Tuesday 6 November 2018— 
 
delete 
 
5.00 pm Decision Time 
 
insert 
 
5.15 pm Decision Time 
 
(b) Thursday 8 November 2018— 
 
after 
 
followed by Stage 3 Proceedings: Prescription (Scotland) Bill 
 
insert 
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followed by Standards, Procedures and Public Appointments Committee Motion: 
Complaint against Annie Wells MSP 
 
The motion was agreed to. 
 
3. Topical Questions: Questions were answered by a Cabinet Secretary and a 
Minister. 
 
4. Impact of UK Government Welfare Cuts and Universal Credit on Poverty: 
The Cabinet Secretary for Social Security and Older People (Shirley-Anne 
Somerville) moved S5M-14621—That the Parliament welcomes the UN Special 
Rapporteur on Extreme Poverty and Human Rights to the UK and in particular to 
Scotland this week as part of his visit to investigate the link between poverty and the 
realisation of human rights in the UK; condemns the unacceptable damage that the 
UK Government’s welfare reform policies are causing across Scotland, and the 
subsequent negative impact on poverty levels; agrees that Universal Credit is 
causing debt and hardship across Scotland’s communities and calls on the UK 
Government to immediately halt the roll-out of this; notes the conclusions of the 
Scottish Government’s 2018 welfare reform report, which highlights that the UK 
Government’s welfare cuts will lead to a £3.7 billion fall in social security spending in 
Scotland in 2020-21, including a £370 million reduction due to the benefit freeze; 
further notes that the appalling two-child limit has already reduced the income of 
3,800 families in Scotland and this number is set to grow year on year and will result 
in a £92 million cut for families by 2020-21; raises concerns that UK Government tax 
and welfare changes since 2010 are estimated to increase the number of children 
living in relative poverty in Scotland by 8%; believes that the UK Government failed 
in its autumn Budget to support the poorest in society by lifting the current benefit 
freeze and addressing the fundamental flaws in Universal Credit, and welcomes the 
Scottish Government’s commitment to ensuring that dignity, fairness and respect are 
at the heart of Scotland’s new social security system.  
 
Michelle Ballantyne moved amendment S5M-14621.1— 
 

As an amendment to motion S5M-14621 in the name of Shirley-Anne 
Somerville (Impact of UK Government Welfare Cuts and Universal Credit on 
Poverty), leave out from “condemns” to end and insert “believes that a social 
security system should simplify benefits, encourage those who can to work and 
support those who cannot, and that therefore the principle of Universal Credit is 
correct; acknowledges the difficulties that have been experienced during the 
roll-out of the system; welcomes changes, such as the £1.7 billion announced 
in the 2018 autumn Budget, which make Universal Credit more generous than 
the system it replaces, and believes that, with the powers under the Scotland 
Act 2016 to create new benefits and top up reserved benefits, the Scottish 
Government can no longer justify simply criticising UK Government policy, and 
must now focus on its own implementation plans.” 

 
After debate, the amendment was disagreed to ((DT) by division: For 27, Against 85, 
Abstentions 0).  
 
Mark Griffin moved amendment S5M-14621.2— 
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As an amendment to motion S5M-14621 in the name of Shirley-Anne 
Somerville (Impact of UK Government Welfare Cuts and Universal Credit on 
Poverty), after “roll-out of this;” insert “further agrees that MPs must act to halt 
the Universal Credit managed migration; notes the contribution of Scottish 
Choices, the Scottish Welfare Fund and mitigation of the so-called bedroom tax 
to help counter the impact of welfare reform; believes that cross-party talks 
should now take place to consider the extent to which the income supplement 
can protect people from the Conservative administration’s welfare reform, and 
how Scotland’s new powers will be best used to support carers, older people 
and disabled people;”. 

 
After debate, the amendment was agreed to ((DT) by division: For 85, Against 27, 
Abstentions 0).  
 
Alison Johnstone moved amendment S5M-14621.3— 
 

As an amendment to motion S5M-14621 in the name of Shirley-Anne 
Somerville (Impact of UK Government Welfare Cuts and Universal Credit on 
Poverty), after first “benefit freeze” insert “; believes that these cuts are highly 
gendered, impacting the income of women disproportionately, and that, 
contrary to assurances given by the UK Government that Universal Credit 
would not cut incomes, some low-income families are expected to lose an 
average of £200 per month”. 

 
After debate, the amendment was agreed to ((DT) by division: For 84, Against 28, 
Abstentions 0).  
 
Alex Cole-Hamilton moved amendment S5M-14621.4— 
 

As an amendment to motion S5M-14621 in the name of Shirley-Anne 
Somerville (Impact of UK Government Welfare Cuts and Universal Credit on 
Poverty), insert at end “, and regrets that the cuts made to Universal Credit by 
the UK Conservative administration in 2015 were not restored in its recent 
Budget.” 

 
After debate, the amendment was agreed to ((DT) by division: For 84, Against 27, 
Abstentions 0).  
 
The motion, as amended, was then agreed to ((DT) by division: For 85, Against 27, 
Abstentions 0). 
 
Accordingly, the Parliament resolved—That the Parliament welcomes the UN 
Special Rapporteur on Extreme Poverty and Human Rights to the UK and in 
particular to Scotland this week as part of his visit to investigate the link between 
poverty and the realisation of human rights in the UK; condemns the unacceptable 
damage that the UK Government’s welfare reform policies are causing across 
Scotland, and the subsequent negative impact on poverty levels; agrees that 
Universal Credit is causing debt and hardship across Scotland’s communities and 
calls on the UK Government to immediately halt the roll-out of this; further agrees 
that MPs must act to halt the Universal Credit managed migration; notes the 
contribution of Scottish Choices, the Scottish Welfare Fund and mitigation of the so-
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called bedroom tax to help counter the impact of welfare reform; believes that cross-
party talks should now take place to consider the extent to which the income 
supplement can protect people from the Conservative administration’s welfare 
reform, and how Scotland’s new powers will be best used to support carers, older 
people and disabled people; notes the conclusions of the Scottish Government’s 
2018 welfare reform report, which highlights that the UK Government’s welfare cuts 
will lead to a £3.7 billion fall in social security spending in Scotland in 2020-21, 
including a £370 million reduction due to the benefit freeze; believes that these cuts 
are highly gendered, impacting the income of women disproportionately, and that, 
contrary to assurances given by the UK Government that Universal Credit would not 
cut incomes, some low-income families are expected to lose an average of £200 per 
month; further notes that the appalling two-child limit has already reduced the 
income of 3,800 families in Scotland and this number is set to grow year on year and 
will result in a £92 million cut for families by 2020-21; raises concerns that UK 
Government tax and welfare changes since 2010 are estimated to increase the 
number of children living in relative poverty in Scotland by 8%; believes that the UK 
Government failed in its autumn Budget to support the poorest in society by lifting 
the current benefit freeze and addressing the fundamental flaws in Universal Credit; 
welcomes the Scottish Government’s commitment to ensuring that dignity, fairness 
and respect are at the heart of Scotland’s new social security system, and regrets 
that the cuts made to Universal Credit by the UK Conservative administration in 2015 
were not restored in its recent Budget. 
 
5. Urgent Question: An urgent question on what talks the Scottish Government 
has had with management at the Michelin factory in Dundee, the trade unions and 
Dundee City Council regarding the future of the plant was answered by the Cabinet 
Secretary for Finance, Economy and Fair Work (Derek Mackay). 
 
6. Ivory Bill – UK Legislation: The Minister for Rural Affairs and the Natural 
Environment (Mairi Gougeon) moved S5M-14625—That the Parliament agrees that 
the relevant provisions of the Ivory Bill, which was introduced in the House of 
Commons on 23 May 2018, relating to the prohibition and regulation (including 
enforcement) of the import and export of ivory into and from Scotland for sale or hire 
and acquisitions by and between accredited museums and galleries in Scotland, so 
far as these matters fall within the legislative competence of the Scottish Parliament, 
should be considered by the UK Parliament. 
 
The motion was agreed to (DT). 
 
7. Committee Announcement: Johann Lamont, on behalf of the Public Petitions 
Committee, made an announcement on an Inquiry into Mental Health Support for 
Young People in Scotland.  
 
8.  Decision Time: The Parliament took decisions on items 4 and 6 as noted 
above. 
 
9.  The Maybole Bypass and South Scotland Road Infrastructure: The 
Parliament debated S5M-14491 in the name of Emma Harper—That the Parliament 
welcomes the upcoming announcement from the Scottish Government regarding 
which company has won the contract to carry out the five-mile stretch of off-line 
bypass and associated junctions for the South Scotland town of Maybole; 
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understands that this decision will be based on one of four already shortlisted 
companies, Farrans Roadbridge, John Paul Construction, R J McLeod and Wills 
Bros; notes that this stretch of road will separate local road users from those 
travelling longer distances, including to the ports, which will therefore minimise 
disruption from heavy traffic in Maybole; considers that this stretch of bypass will 
significantly improve road safety and journey time reliability; congratulates the 
Scottish Government on achieving what it considers this landmark step for the 
infrastructure in South Scotland, while understanding that more investment on other 
roads in the region, such as the A75 and A77, is also needed in order to improve 
safety, journey times and to bring about business that will see a much needed boost 
to the rural and local economy of the south west of Scotland; acknowledges the work 
of the Maybole Bypass Committee members past and present, local residents and 
businesses who have tirelessly dedicated themselves to many years of campaigning 
to secure the bypass, and commends both the A75 and A77 action groups for their 
continued efforts to bring about positive change in the region.  
 
The meeting closed at 6.07 pm. 

P E Grice 
Clerk of the Parliament 

6 November 2018 
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Appendix 
(Note: this Appendix does not form part of the Minutes) 

 
Affirmative instruments 
 
The following instrument was laid before the Parliament on 5 November 2018 and is 
subject to the affirmative procedure— 
 
Agricultural Holdings (Scotland) Act 1991 (Variation of schedule 5) Order 2019 [draft] 
laid under section 73(4) of the Agricultural Holdings (Scotland) Act 1991 
 
Negative instruments 
 
The following instrument was laid before the Parliament on 5 November 2018 and is 
subject to the negative procedure— 
 
Licensed Legal Services (Complaints About Approved Regulators) (Scotland) 
Regulations 2018 (SSI 2018/341) 
laid under section 146(3)(b) of the Legal Services (Scotland) Act 2010 
 
Laid only instruments 
 
The following instrument was laid before the Parliament on 5 November 2018 and is 
not subject to any parliamentary procedure— 
 
Gender Representation on Public Boards (Scotland) Act 2018 (Commencement No. 
1) Regulations 2018 (SSI 2018/340 (C.21)) 
laid under section 30(2) of the Interpretation and Legislative Reform (Scotland) Act 
2010  
 
Committee Reports 
 
The following report was published on 2 November 2018 
 
Justice Committee, 14th Report, 2018 (Session 5): Consent notification considered 
by the Justice Committee, 30 October 2018 (SP Paper 409)  
 
The following reports were published on 6 November 2018: 
 
Delegated Powers and Law Reform Committee, 51st Report 2018 (Session 5) 
Subordinate legislation considered by the Delegated Powers and Law Reform 
Committee on 6 November 2018 (SP Paper 413) 
 
Delegated Powers and Law Reform Committee, 52nd Report 2018 (Session 5) 
Transport (Scotland) Bill: Stage 1 (SP Paper 414) 
 

Delegated Powers and Law Reform Committee, 53rd Report 2018 (Session 5) 
Human Tissue (Authorisation) (Scotland) Bill: Stage 1 (SP Paper 415) 
 
The following report was published on 7 November 2018. 
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Equalities and Human Rights Committee 5th Report 2018 (Session 5): Age of 
Criminal Responsibility (Scotland) Bill Stage 1 Report (SP Paper 411). 
 
Other Documents 

The following documents were laid before the Parliament on 2 November 2018 and 
are not subject to parliamentary procedure- 
 
National Confidential Forum Annual Report 2017-2018 SG/2018/175 laid under 
paragraph 12(5) of schedule 1A of the Mental Health (Care and Treatment) 
(Scotland) Act 2003 
 
Quality Meat Scotland Annual Report and Accounts For the 12 Months to 31 
March 2018 SG/2018/221 laid under section 12(5) of the Quality Meat Scotland 
Order 2008 and Section 22(5) of the Public Finance and Accountability (Scotland) 
Act 2000 
 
The following document was laid before the Parliament on 6 November 2018 and is 
not subject to parliamentary procedure- 
 
Scottish Road Works Commissioner 2017/18 Annual Report and Accounts  
SG/2018/237 laid under Section 22(5) of the Public Finance and Accountability 
(Scotland) Act 2000 
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