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MINUTES OF PROCEEDINGS 
 

Parliamentary Year 2, No. 95, Session 5 
 

Meeting of the Parliament 
 

Thursday 29 March 2018 
 

Note: (DT) signifies a decision taken at Decision Time. 
 
The meeting opened at 11.40 am. 
 
1. General Questions: Questions were answered by Cabinet Secretaries and a 
Minister. 
 
2. First Minister’s Questions: Questions were answered by the First Minister 
(Nicola Sturgeon). 
 
3.  Scottish Apprenticeship Week 2018: The Parliament debated S5M-10268 in 
the name of Jamie Halcro Johnston—That the Parliament notes that 5 to 9 March 
2018 is Scottish Apprenticeship Week; understands that this year’s theme is 
Apprenticeships are the Business; appreciates that the week aims to highlight the 
importance and value of apprenticeships to individuals, businesses and the 
economy, with events, visits and activity taking place across the country to 
encourage more employers to take on apprentices and ask young people to consider 
an apprenticeship; notes the emergence of foundation and graduate schemes, which 
now complement modern apprenticeships; acknowledges that Members are being 
encouraged to get involved by visiting an apprenticeship employer or training 
provider in their area, and hopes that all of the employers, training providers and 
apprentices involved in the activities have a successful week. 
 
4. Motion Without Notice: Jamie Halco Johnston moved without notice that, under 
Rule 8.14.3, the debate be extended by up to 30 minutes. The motion was agreed to. 
 
5. Ministerial Statement: The Cabinet Secretary for Communities, Social Security 
and Equalities (Angela Constance) made a statement and answered questions on 
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Every Child, Every Chance: Scotland’s First Tackling Child Poverty Delivery Plan 
2018-2022. 
 
6. Scotland’s Support for the (UNESCO) Convention for the Safeguarding of 
Intangible Cultural Heritage: The Cabinet Secretary for Culture, Tourism and 
External Affairs (Fiona Hyslop) moved S5M-11347—That the Parliament notes the 
terms and purposes of the Convention for the Safeguarding of Intangible Cultural 
Heritage, which was adopted by UNESCO in 2003, and calls on the UK Government 
to ratify it.   
 
Rachael Hamilton moved amendment S5M-11347.1— 
 

As an amendment to motion S5M-11347 in the name of Fiona Hyslop 
(Scotland’s Support for the (UNESCO) Convention for the Safeguarding of 
Intangible Cultural Heritage), leave out from “, and calls” to end and insert “; 
notes the UK Government’s position that it is necessary to carefully prioritise 
resources towards those conventions that will have the most impact on the 
safeguarding of heritage, such as the recent ratification of the 1954 Hague 
Convention for the Protection of Cultural Property; understands the importance 
that oral traditions, social practices and festive events have to Scotland and the 
wider UK’s cultural fabric, and joins the UK Government’s continuing calls to 
encourage communities to celebrate such practices and to pass them on to 
future generations for them to do the same, and believes that the UK 
Government should, in due course, ratify the Convention for the Safeguarding 
of Intangible Cultural Heritage.” 

 
After debate, the amendment was disagreed to ((DT) by division: For 27, Against 78, 
Abstentions 0).  
 
The motion was then agreed to (DT). 
 
7. Housing (Amendment) (Scotland) Bill: The Minister for Local Government and 
Housing (Kevin Stewart) moved S5M-11350—That the Parliament agrees to the 
general principles of the Housing (Amendment) (Scotland) Bill.    
 
After debate, the motion was agreed to (DT). 
 
8. Laser Misuse (Vehicles) Bill – UK Legislation: The Minister for Transport and 
Islands (Humza Yousaf) moved S5M-11345—That the Parliament agrees that the 
relevant provisions of the Laser Misuse (Vehicles) Bill, which completed House of 
Lords report stage on 27 February 2018, relating to the creation of a new offence 
regarding the misuse of lasers in relation to vehicles, so far as these matters fall 
within the legislative competence of the Scottish Parliament, should be considered 
by the UK Parliament.     
 
The motion was agreed to (DT). 
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9. Parliamentary Bureau Motion: Joe FitzPatrick, on behalf of the Parliamentary 
Bureau, moved S5M-11397—That the Parliament agrees that Neil Bibby be 
appointed to replace Alex Rowley as the Scottish Labour Party substitute on the 
Delegated Powers and Law Reform Committee 
 
10. Decision Time: The Parliament took decisions on item 6, 7, 8 and 9 as noted 
above. 
 
The meeting closed at 5.02 pm. 

P E Grice 
Clerk of the Parliament 

29 March 2018 
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Appendix 
(Note: this Appendix does not form part of the Minutes) 

Negative instruments  
 
The following instruments were laid before the Parliament on 29 March 2018 and are 
subject to the negative procedure— 
 
Town and Country Planning (Fees for Applications and Deemed Applications) 
(Scotland) Amendment Regulations 2018 (SSI 2018/110) 
laid under section 275(3) of the Town and Country Planning (Scotland) Act 1997 
 
Plant Health (Scotland) Amendment Order 2018 (SSI 2018/112) 
laid under section 6 of the Plant Health Act 1967 
 
Other Documents 

The following documents were laid before the Parliament on 29 March 2018 and are 
not subject to any parliamentary procedure— 
 
Return of expenditure Incurred and prosecutions taken under the Animal 
Health Act 1981 and Incidences of Notifiable Disease in imported animals for 
the year 2017: SG/2018/31 laid under section 80 of the Animal Health Act 1981. 
 
Scottish Land Commission: Making More of Scotland’s Land: Our Programme 
of Work 2018 to 2021 SG/2018/35 laid under section 9(3)(b) of the Land Reform 
(Scotland) Act 2016. 
 
Nuclear Decommissioning Authority Business Plan 1 April 2018 to 31 March 
2021: SG/2018/36  laid under schedule 3 of the Energy Act 2004. 
 
The following documents were laid before the Parliament on 29 March 2018 and are 
subject to parliamentary procedure— 
 
Police Scotland Annual Police Plan 2018/19 PSOS/2018/01 laid under Section 
35(4)(b) of the Police and Fire Reform (Scotland) Act 2012. 
 
National Outcomes for Scotland: Consultation process undertaken to produce 
draft National Outcomes for Scotland  SG/2018/39 laid under section 1(6) of the 
Community Empowerment (Scotland) Act 2015. The document is laid for 
consultation. 
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