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MINUTES OF PROCEEDINGS 
 

Parliamentary Year 2, No. 92, Session 5 
 

Meeting of the Parliament 
 

Thursday 22 March 2018 
 

Note: (DT) signifies a decision taken at Decision Time. 
 
The meeting opened at 11.40 am. 
 
1. General Questions: Questions were answered by a Cabinet Secretary and 
Ministers. 
 
2. First Minister’s Questions: Questions were answered by the First Minister 
(Nicola Sturgeon). 
 
3.  Down’s Syndrome Awareness Week: The Parliament debated S5M-10188 in 
the name of Johann Lamont—That the Parliament recognises the importance of 
Down’s Syndrome Awareness Week, from 19 to 25 March 2018, in highlighting the 
contribution made by, and issues affecting, people with Down’s syndrome; 
understands that Down’s Syndrome Scotland is set to host a fundraising concert in 
Glasgow to launch the week; further understands that a number of young people 
with the condition are set to be commissioners and hosts for the forthcoming World 
Down Syndrome Congress, which is to be held in Glasgow in July 2018 where 1,200 
delegates will visit the city, and wishes all involved the best for Down’s Syndrome 
Awareness Week. 
 
4. Ministerial Statement: The Cabinet Secretary for the Economy, Jobs and Fair 
Work (Keith Brown) made a statement and answered questions on Update on Major 
Infrastructure Projects. 
 
5. Building Greater Fairness in the Workplace: The Minister for Employability 
and Training (Jamie Hepburn) moved S5M-11160—That the Parliament shares the 
vision of the Fair Work Convention that, by 2025, people in Scotland will have a 
world-leading working life in which fair work drives success, wellbeing and prosperity 
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for individuals, businesses, organisations and society; considers fair work as central 
to achieving inclusive growth; commends all employers that recognise the value of 
their workforce by giving them fair access to opportunity, respect, security, fulfilment 
and an effective voice; recognises the vital role of trade unions to Scotland’s 
economy, society and workforce; condemns those who seek to exploit workers, and 
recognises the importance of the EU social pillar in ensuring that workers can have 
ongoing protections and rights in statute.   
 
Dean Lockhart moved amendment S5M-11160.1-— 
 

As an amendment to motion S5M-11160 in the name of Jamie Hepburn 
(Building Greater Fairness in the Workplace), leave out from “to Scotland’s 
economy” to end and insert “, and their individual members, to Scotland’s 
economy, society and workforce; condemns those who seek to exploit workers; 
welcomes the commitment given by the UK Government that all employment 
rights derived from EU law are to be incorporated in domestic law following the 
UK’s departure from the EU; acknowledges that the vast majority of 
recommendations from the independent Taylor review of modern employment 
practices will be taken forward, and considers that these commitments will 
position the UK at the forefront internationally in addressing the challenges and 
opportunities of modern working.’’ 

 
After debate, the amendment was disagreed to ((DT) by division: For 25, Against 76, 
Abstentions 0).  
 
Jackie Baillie moved amendment S5M-11160.3-— 
 

As an amendment to motion S5M-11160 in the name of Jamie Hepburn 
(Building Greater Fairness in the Workplace), insert at end “; notes, however, 
the hypocrisy of the Scottish Government, which has failed to ensure fair pay 
and employment rights when awarding public money to private firms, as 
reported on several public projects across Scotland; further notes that the 
Scottish Government has added to the problem of insecure work through the 
long-term use of agency workers in its agencies; calls on the Scottish 
Government to end this exploitative practice, and further calls on ministers to 
urgently review public procurement in Scotland to end these abhorrent working 
practices.” 

 
After debate, the amendment was disagreed to ((DT) by division: For 21, Against 80, 
Abstentions 0).  
 
The motion was then agreed to ((DT) by division: For 76, Against 25, Abstentions 0). 
 
6. Parliamentary Bureau Motion: Joe FitzPatrick, on behalf of the Parliamentary 
Bureau, moved S5M-11236—That the Parliament agrees that the Scottish Landfill 
Tax (Standard Rate and Lower Rate) Order 2018 be approved. 
 
The motion was agreed to (DT). 
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7. Decision Time: The Parliament took decisions on items 5 and 6 as noted 
above. 
 
The meeting closed at 5.05 pm. 

P E Grice 
Clerk of the Parliament 

22 March 2018 
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Appendix 
(Note: this Appendix does not form part of the Minutes) 

 
Negative instruments  
 
The following instrument was laid before the Parliament on 22 March 2018 and is 
subject to the negative procedure— 
 
Loch Carron Urgent Marine Conservation (No. 2) Order 2017 (Urgent Continuation) 
Order 2018 (SSI 2018/100) 
laid under section 165(4) of the Marine (Scotland) Act 2010 
 
Laid only instruments  
 
The following instrument was laid before the Parliament on 22 March 2018 and is not 
subject to any parliamentary procedure— 
 
Land Reform (Scotland) Act 2016 (Commencement No.7) Regulations 2018 (SSI 
2018/99 (C.9)) 
laid under section 30(2) of the Interpretation and Legislative Reform (Scotland) Act 
2010 

Committee Reports 

The following report was published on 22 March 2018– 
 

Finance and Constitution Committee, 4th Report 2018 (Session 5) Subordinate 
Legislation: Scottish Landfill Tax (Standard Rate and Lower Rate) Order 2018 (SP 
Paper 298) 

 
The following report was published on 23 March 2018— 
 
Environment, Climate Change and Land Reform Committee, 2nd Report 2018 
(Session 5): Conservation of Salmon (Scotland) Amendment Regulations 2018 (SSI 
2018/37) (SP Paper 296). 
 
Other Documents 

The following document was laid before the Parliament on 22 March 2018 and is not 
subject to any parliamentary procedure— 
 
Scottish Public Services Ombudsman: Strategic Plan 2018-2020 SPSO/2018/SP 
laid under Section 17A of the Scottish Public Services Ombudsman Act 2002. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

5 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Published by the Scottish Parliamentary Corporate Body 
 

 

 

All documents are available on 
the Scottish Parliament website at: 

www.scottish.parliament.uk/documents 

For information on the Scottish Parliament contact 
Public Information on: 
Telephone: 0131 348 5000 or 0800 092 7500 
Email: sp.info@parliament.scot 
Live chat on parliament.scot 
You can write to us in any language or contact us 
using the Text Relay service or in British Sign 
Language through contactScotland-BSL. 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

©Parliamentary copyright.  Scottish Parliamentary Corporate Body 
 

The Scottish Parliament’s copyright policy can be found on the website - www.parliament.scot or by 

contacting Public Information. 

 


