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MINUTES OF PROCEEDINGS 
 

Parliamentary Year 2, No. 88, Session 5 
 

Meeting of the Parliament 
 

Wednesday 14 March 2018 
 

Note: (DT) signifies a decision taken at Decision Time. 
 
The meeting opened at 1.15 pm. 
 
1. Commonwealth Day 2018: The Parliament debated S5M-10573 in the name of 
Stuart McMillan—That the Parliament welcomes the theme for Commonwealth Day 
2018, which is Towards a Common Future; acknowledges the work of the 
Commonwealth Parliamentary Association’s (CPA) British Islands and 
Mediterranean Region to strengthen its role within the association; congratulates 
Commonwealth Women Parliamentarians on its efforts to increase female 
representation in Commonwealth legislatures and towards the mainstreaming of 
gender considerations in all CPA activities and programmes, and notes the hope that 
the Commonwealth Heads of Government meeting in April 2018 will achieve its aims 
to reaffirm common values, address shared global challenges and agree how to 
work to create a better future for all citizens in the Commonwealth, particularly young 
people. 
 
2. Portfolio Questions: Questions on Health and Sport were answered by a 
Cabinet Secretary and a Minister. 
 
3. Procurement: Jackie Baillie moved S5M-10962—That the Parliament believes 
that the procurement of goods, services and construction projects by the Scottish 
Government and the wider public sector should provide value for money, ensure that 
good employment practices are followed, have a supply chain that is anchored in 
Scotland and provide opportunities for businesses and jobs; regrets that the Scottish 
Government has failed to achieve these objectives, and believes that an urgent 
review of procurement, including employment practice and the operation of the 
Scottish Futures Trust, is required.   
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The Cabinet Secretary for Finance and Constitution (Derek Mackay) moved 
amendment S5M-10962.2— 
 

As an amendment to motion S5M-10962 in the name of Jackie Baillie 
(Procurement), leave out from “that the Scottish Government” to end and insert 
“the threat posed to the Scottish Government’s ability to continue to lead the 
way in promoting sustainable procurement by the UK Government’s attempts to 
use withdrawal from the EU as an excuse to take devolved powers away from 
the Parliament, and welcomes the Scottish Government’s plans to publish a 
report of procurement activity in Scotland by the end of financial year 2018-19.” 

 
After debate, the amendment was disagreed to ((DT) by division: For 61, Against 63, 
Abstentions 0).  
 
Jamie Halcro Johnston moved amendment S5M-10962.3— 

 
As an amendment to motion S5M-10962 in the name of Jackie Baillie 
(Procurement), leave out from “an urgent review” to end and insert "the Scottish 
Government should encourage and increase the use of sustainable 
procurement practices to cut wasteful spending.” 

 
After debate, the amendment was agreed to ((DT) by division: For 90, Against 33, 
Abstentions 0).  
 
The motion, as amended, was then disagreed to ((DT) by division: For 36, Against 
87, Abstentions 0). 
 
4. Business Motion: Joe FitzPatrick, on behalf of the Parliamentary Bureau, 
moved S5M-10987—That the Parliament agrees— 
 
(a) the following programme of business— 

Tuesday 20 March 2018 

2.00 pm Time for Reflection 

followed by Parliamentary Bureau Motions 

followed by Topical Questions (if selected) 

followed by Stage 3 Proceedings: Forestry and Land Management (Scotland) Bill  

followed by Business Motions 

followed by Parliamentary Bureau Motions 

5.35 pm Decision Time 

followed by Members’ Business 

Wednesday 21 March 2018 

1.15 pm Parliamentary Bureau Motions 

1:15 pm Members’ Business 

followed by Portfolio Questions: Communities, Social Security and Equalities 
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followed by Stage 3 Proceedings: UK Withdrawal from the European Union (Legal 
Continuity) (Scotland) Bill 

followed by Business Motions 

followed by Parliamentary Bureau Motions 

6.00 pm Decision Time 

Thursday 22 March 2018 

11.40 am Parliamentary Bureau Motions 

11.40 am General Questions 

12.00 pm First Minister’s Questions 

followed by Members’ Business 

2.30 pm Parliamentary Bureau Motions 

2:30 pm Scottish Government Debate: Building Greater Fairness in the Workplace 

followed by Business Motions 

followed by Parliamentary Bureau Motions 

5.00 pm Decision Time 

Tuesday 27 March 2018 

2.00 pm Time for Reflection 

followed by Parliamentary Bureau Motions 

followed by Topical Questions (if selected) 

followed by Scottish Government Business 

followed by Business Motions 

followed by Parliamentary Bureau Motions 

5.00 pm Decision Time 

followed by Members’ Business 

Wednesday 28 March 2018 

2.00 pm Parliamentary Bureau Motions 

2.00 pm Portfolio Questions: Finance and the Constitution; Economy Jobs and Fair 
Work 

followed by Scottish Government Business 

followed by Business Motions 

followed by Parliamentary Bureau Motions 

5.00 pm Decision Time 

followed by Members’ Business 

Thursday 29 March 2018 
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11.40 am Parliamentary Bureau Motions 

11.40 am General Questions 

12.00 pm First Minister’s Questions 

followed by Members’ Business 

2.30 pm Parliamentary Bureau Motions 

followed by Scottish Government Business 

followed by Business Motions 

followed by Parliamentary Bureau Motions 

5.00 pm Decision Time 

and (b) that, in relation to First Minister’s Questions on 22 March 2018, in rule 13.6.2, 
insert at end “and may provide an opportunity for Party Leaders or their 
representatives to question the First Minister”. 

The motion was agreed to. 
 
5. Parliamentary Bureau Motion: Joe FitzPatrick, on behalf of the Parliamentary 
Bureau, moved S5M-10988—That the Parliament agrees that the National Bus 
Travel Concession Scheme for Older and Disabled Persons (Scotland) Amendment 
Order 2018 [draft] be approved. 
 
The motion was agreed to (DT). 
 
6. Decision Time: The Parliament took decisions on items 3 and 5 as noted 
above. 
 
7. Incinerators, Public Health and Planning in Scotland: The Parliament 
debated S5M-10364 in the name of Monica Lennon—That the Parliament 
recognises the important role of the planning system in making decisions about 
future developments and the use of land in communities; believes that planning 
decisions should always strive to enhance communities and create high-quality, 
sustainable places that support the health and wellbeing of current and future 
generations; understands that planning applications for incineration and energy-
from-waste proposals are attracting high levels of opposition from the public and that 
concerns over public health, traffic, safety and impact on residential amenity are 
commonly raised as grounds for objection by residents in Lanarkshire, as well as 
other parts of Scotland; agrees that increasing community engagement in the 
planning process is important and is concerned that the public does not feel 
adequately informed or reassured when presented with incineration and energy-
from-waste proposals; understands that, at a local and regional level, there is 
apparent widespread public and political opposition to incineration and energy-from-
waste planning applications, leading to concerns that Scottish Planning Policy and 
the statutory planning process is not affording sufficient protection to communities, 
and notes the calls, as a matter of public interest, on the Scottish Government to 
update the Parliament on the latest public health information and research that is 
available on incineration and energy-from-waste technologies, including the impacts 
on human health and how this informs the Scottish Government’s Zero Waste Plan 
and the expectations of everyone involved in the planning process. 
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8. Motion Without Notice: Monica Lennon moved without notice that, under Rule 
8.14.3, the debate be extended by up to 30 minutes. The motion was agreed to.  
 
The meeting closed at 6.03 pm. 

P E Grice 
Clerk of the Parliament 

14 March 2018 
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Appendix 
(Note: this Appendix does not form part of the Minutes) 

 
Legislative Consent Memorandum 
 
The following memorandum was lodged on 14 March 2018— 
 
Fergus Ewing, Cabinet Secretary for the Rural Economy and Connectivity: 
Legislative Consent Memorandum on the Laser Misuse (Vehicles) Bill (UK 
Parliament legislation) (LCM-S5-14) 
 
Negative instruments  
 
The following instrument was laid before the Parliament on 14 March 2018 and is 
subject to the negative procedure— 
 
National Health Service (General Medical Services Contracts and Primary Medical 
Services Section 17C Agreements) (Scotland) Amendment Regulations 2018 (SSI 
2018/94) 
laid under section 105 of the National Health Service (Scotland) Act 1978 
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