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MINUTES OF PROCEEDINGS 
 

Parliamentary Year 2, No. 86, Session 5 
 

Meeting of the Parliament 
 

Thursday 8 March 2018 
 

Note: (DT) signifies a decision taken at Decision Time. 
 
The meeting opened at 11.40 am. 
 
1. General Questions: Questions were answered by Cabinet Secretaries and 
Ministers. 
 
2. First Minister’s Questions: Questions were answered by the First Minister 
(Nicola Sturgeon). 
 
3.  Save the Greenbelt: The Parliament debated S5M-10476 in the name of 
Graham Simpson—That the Parliament notes the efforts of campaigners fighting to 
save greenbelt land at Woodhall and Faskine estates in North Lanarkshire from 
development; considers that greenbelt and greenspaces play an important role in 
aiding physical and mental health; notes the view that such land should not be given 
up for development, and commends the Save Woodhall and Faskine group on its 
efforts to save what it believes is an important area for generations to come. 
 
4. Scottish Parliamentary Corporate Body Questions: Questions were 
answered by members of the Scottish Parliamentary Corporate Body. 
 
5. International Women’s Day: The Cabinet Secretary for Communities, Social 
Security and Equalities (Angela Constance) moved S5M-10851—That the 
Parliament unites on International Women’s Day to reaffirm its commitment to 
upholding and protecting the rights of women and girls, which are fundamental 
human rights; welcomes Scotland’s Year of Young People 2018, which aims to 
inspire Scotland through its young people, celebrating their achievements, valuing 
their contribution to communities and creating new opportunities for them to shine 
locally, nationally and globally; further welcomes the opportunity to reflect on young 
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women and girls’ experience of gender inequality and what they would like to see 
change in the future; notes the Scottish Government’s commitment and ongoing 
activity to tackle gender inequality; pays tribute to the many and valued contributions 
of young women and girls, in Scotland, across the UK and around the world, who are 
advocating for, and in some cases making, change towards gender parity in their 
communities, and acknowledges organisations, such as Girlguiding Scotland, Young 
Scot and YWCA Scotland – the Young Women’s Movement, which play a vital role in 
ensuring that the voices of young women and girls are heard and acted on.   
 
Annie Wells moved amendment S5M-10851.1— 
 

As an amendment to motion S5M-10851 in the name of Angela Constance 
(International Women’s Day), after “globally;” insert “notes that more girls are 
studying STEM subjects and law but more must be done to retain and promote 
women, as men still dominate these fields at senior levels; welcomes the work 
of the UK Government to address issues such as the gender pay gap;”. 

 
After debate, the amendment was agreed to (DT). 
 
Rhoda Grant moved amendment S5M-10851.2— 
 

As an amendment to motion S5M-10851 in the name of Angela Constance 
(International Women’s Day), insert at end “, and notes that the theme of this 
International Women’s Day is Press for Progress and, in this vein, presses for 
progress on the elimination of violence against women, closing the gender pay 
gap, ending period poverty and, for once and for all, smashing the glass ceiling 
that prevents women achieving their full potential.” 

 
After debate, the amendment was agreed to (DT).  
 
The motion, as amended, was then agreed to (DT). 
 
Accordingly, the Parliament resolved—That the Parliament unites on International 
Women’s Day to reaffirm its commitment to upholding and protecting the rights of 
women and girls, which are fundamental human rights; welcomes Scotland’s Year of 
Young People 2018, which aims to inspire Scotland through its young people, 
celebrating their achievements, valuing their contribution to communities and 
creating new opportunities for them to shine locally, nationally and globally; notes 
that more girls are studying STEM subjects and law but more must be done to retain 
and promote women, as men still dominate these fields at senior levels; welcomes 
the work of the UK Government to address issues such as the gender pay gap; 
further welcomes the opportunity to reflect on young women and girls’ experience of 
gender inequality and what they would like to see change in the future; notes the 
Scottish Government’s commitment and ongoing activity to tackle gender inequality; 
pays tribute to the many and valued contributions of young women and girls, in 
Scotland, across the UK and around the world, who are advocating for, and in some 
cases making, change towards gender parity in their communities; acknowledges 
organisations, such as Girlguiding Scotland, Young Scot and YWCA Scotland – the 
Young Women’s Movement, which play a vital role in ensuring that the voices of 
young women and girls are heard and acted on, and notes that the theme of this 
International Women’s Day is Press for Progress and, in this vein, presses for 
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progress on the elimination of violence against women, closing the gender pay gap, 
ending period poverty and, for once and for all, smashing the glass ceiling that 
prevents women achieving their full potential. 
 
6. Parliamentary Bureau Motions: Joe FitzPatrick, on behalf of the Parliamentary 
Bureau, moved— 
 
S5M-10839: Approval of SSI—That the Parliament agrees that the Continuing Care 
(Scotland) Amendment Order 2018 [draft] be approved. 
 
S5M-10840: Approval of SSI—That the Parliament agrees that the Courts Reform 
(Scotland) Act 2014 (Consequential and Supplemental Provisions) Order 2018 [draft] 
be approved. 
 
S5M-10841: Approval of SSI—That the Parliament agrees that the Equality Act 
2010 (Authorities subject to the Socio-economic Inequality Duty) (Scotland) 
Regulations 2018 [draft] be approved. 
 
S5M-10842: Approval of SSI—That the Parliament agrees that the Proceeds of 
Crime Act 2002 (Searches under Part 5: Constables in Scotland: Code of Practice) 
Order 2018 [draft] be approved. 
 
S5M-10901: Committee Meeting—That the Parliament agrees that, under Rule 
12.3.3B of Standing Orders, the Local Government and Communities Committee can 
meet, if necessary, at the same time as a meeting of the Parliament from 1.15pm to 
2.00pm on 13 March 2018 for the purpose of consideration of the Planning 
(Scotland) Bill. 
 
The motions were agreed to (DT). 
 
7. Decision Time: The Parliament took decisions on items 5 and 6 as noted 
above. 
 
The meeting closed at 5.02 pm. 

P E Grice 
Clerk of the Parliament 

8 March 2018 
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