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MINUTES OF PROCEEDINGS 
 

Parliamentary Year 2, No. 84, Session 5 
 

Meeting of the Parliament 
 

Tuesday 6 March 2018 
 

Note: (DT) signifies a decision taken at Decision Time. 
 
The meeting opened at 1.15 pm. 
 
1. Time for Reflection: Commissioner Keith Banks (The Salvation Army), 
Chaplain, Glasgow Airport, led Time for Reflection. 
 
2. Business Motion: Joe FitzPatrick, on behalf of the Parliamentary Bureau, 
moved S5M-10833—That the Parliament agrees to the following revision to the 
programme of business for Tuesday 6 March— 
 
after 
 
followed by  Topical Questions 

 
insert 
 
followed by  Ministerial Statement: Scotland’s plan to tackle climate change and reduce 

emissions 
 
The motion was agreed to. 
 
3. Atrial Fibrillation in Scotland: The Parliament debated S5M-09376 in the 
name of Colin Smyth—That the Parliament welcomes Focus on Atrial Fibrillation in 
Scotland; A report by the Cross Party Group on Heart Disease and Stroke, which is 
due to be published on 23 January 2018; recognises that this heart condition, which 
affects an estimated 145,000 people across the country, including in the South 
Scotland parliamentary region, increases the risk of stroke by fivefold; welcomes the 
work that has taken place in compiling the report, and thanks the members of the 
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advisory panel who supported and informed the report and helped formulate the 
recommendations. 
 
4. Topical Questions: Questions were answered by the Deputy First Minister 
(John Swinney). 
 
5. Ministerial Statement: The Cabinet Secretary for the Environment, Climate 
Change and Land Reform (Roseanna Cunningham) made a statement and 
answered questions on Scotland's plan to tackle climate change and reduce 
emissions. 
 
6. Ministerial Statement: The Minister for Further Education, Higher Education 
and Science (Shirley-Anne Somerville) made a statement and answered questions 
on Widening Access to Higher Education. 
 
7. Local Government Finance (Scotland) Order 2018: The Cabinet Secretary for 
Finance and Constitution (Derek Mackay) moved S5M-10794—That the Parliament 
agrees that the Local Government Finance (Scotland) Order 2018 [draft] be 
approved.   
 
After debate, the motion was agreed to ((DT) by division: For 93, Against 23, 
Abstentions 0). 
 
8. Land and Buildings Transaction Tax (Relief from Additional Amount) 
(Scotland Bill – Stage 1: The Cabinet Secretary for Finance and Constitution 
(Derek Mackay) moved S5M-10795—That the Parliament agrees to the general 
principles of the Land and Buildings Transaction Tax (Relief from Additional Amount) 
(Scotland) Bill.   
 
After debate, the motion was agreed to (DT). 
 
9. Land and Buildings Transaction Tax (Relief from Additional Amount) 
(Scotland Bill – Financial Resolution: The Cabinet Secretary for Finance and 
Constitution (Derek Mackay) moved S5M-10654—That the Parliament, for the 
purposes of any Act of the Scottish Parliament resulting from the Land and Buildings 
Transaction Tax (Relief from Additional Amount) (Scotland) Bill, agrees to any 
expenditure of a kind referred to in Rule 9.12.3(b) of the Parliament’s Standing 
Orders arising in consequence of the Act. 
 

The motion was agreed to (DT). 
 
10. Business Motion: Joe FitzPatrick, on behalf of the Parliamentary Bureau, 
moved S5M-10843—That the Parliament agrees to the following revision to the 
programme of business for Wednesday 7 March— 
 
delete                            
 
followed by  Stage 3 Debate: Forestry and Land Management (Scotland) Bill 

 
and delete                            
 
5:30 pm  Decision Time 
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and insert                             
 
5:00 pm  Decision Time 

 
The motion was agreed to. 
 
11. Parliamentary Bureau Motion: Joe FitzPatrick, on behalf of the Parliamentary 
Bureau, moved S5M-10844—That the Parliament agrees, further to its resolution on 
1 March 2018 to treat the UK Withdrawal from the European Union (Legal 
Continuity) (Scotland) Bill as an Emergency Bill, to suspend the first sentence in 
Rule 9.21.6 for the purposes of stage 2 consideration of the bill and that stage 2 will 
be taken by the Finance and Constitution Committee. 
 
The motion was agreed to (DT). 
 
12. Decision Time: The Parliament took decisions on items 7, 8, 9 and 11 as noted 
above. 
 
13. LEADER Programme: The Parliament debated S5M-10223 in the name of Mairi 
Gougeon—That the Parliament acknowledges the excellent high-quality projects 
currently being delivered by the LEADER programme, the EU fund that has been 
supporting community-led local development in rural areas for over 25 years; notes 
what it considers the solid and unique framework provided by LEADER, which 
creates local partnerships between individuals, rural-based enterprises and 
communities, enabling them to innovate, diversify and become more sustainable; 
recognises the value of LEADER in facilitating co-operation between community-led 
projects in different parts of rural Scotland, including in Angus North and Mearns, the 
UK and Europe; commends the LEADER staff and local action groups across the 21 
programmes in Scotland, which have, to date, approved, or are in the process of 
approving, more than 400 projects since 2014; notes the interim report by the 
National Council of Rural Advisers, which it understands highlights that, in terms of 
targeting resources, there is scope to learn from the application of the LEADER 
approach that drives community-led local development and has a unique role in 
enabling local partnerships, and notes calls for urgent clarity from the UK 
Government on what will replace this funding once the UK is no longer a member of 
the EU, including how money will be allocated, how projects will be approved and 
delivered, and what the total allocations will be. 
 
14. Motion Without Notice: Mairi Gougeon moved without notice that, under Rule 
8.14.3, the debate be extended by up to 30 minutes. The motion was agreed to.  
 
The meeting closed at 6.00 pm. 

P E Grice 
Clerk of the Parliament 

6 March 2018 
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Appendix 
(Note: this Appendix does not form part of the Minutes) 

 
Legislative Consent Memorandum 
 
The following memorandum was lodged on 5 March 2018— 
 
Fergus Ewing, Cabinet Secretary for the Rural Economy and Connectivity: 
Legislative Consent Memorandum on the Parking (Code of Practice) Bill (UK 
Parliament legislation) (LCM-S5-13) 

Committee Reports 

The following report was published on 6 March 2018: 
 
Equalities and Human Rights Committee, 1st Report 2018 (Session 5): Subordinate 
Legislation (SP Paper 285) 
 
For further information on accessing committee reports, please contact the relevant 
clerk or webpage (see end of Bulletin for contact details or access general 
committee webpage) 
 
Other Documents 

The following document was laid before the Parliament on 6 March 2018 and is not 
subject to any parliamentary procedure— 
 
HMICS Local Policing + Inspection Programme: Inspection of firearms 
licensing Report HMICS/2018/03 laid under section 79(3) of the Police and Fire 
Reform (Scotland) Act 2012 
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