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Passage of the Bill 
 
The Edinburgh Bakers’ Widows’ Fund Bill was a private bill. This means that it 
benefits a private person or body rather than the general public. Private bills 
follow a different bill procedure from most of the bills considered by the 
Scottish Parliament. 
  
A specific bill committee – the Edinburgh Bakers’ Widows’ Fund Bill 
Committee – was established to consider the Bill. 
  
At Preliminary Stage, the committee considered the principles of the Bill and 
whether it should proceed as a private bill. Its Preliminary Stage Report 
recommended the continued passage of the Bill.  
 
At Consideration Stage, the committee considered objections to the Bill. 
There were no objections, and no amendments were lodged.  
 
At Final Stage, the full Parliament voted to pass the Bill without amendment.  
 
Purpose and objectives of the Bill 
 
The Bill dealt with a fund for supporting widows, set up by the Incorporation of 
Bakers of the City of Edinburgh by Act of Parliament in 1813.  
 
Due to the archaic nature of the fund, it had become increasingly difficult for 
the trustees to distribute funds in line with the legislative requirements. The 
purpose of the Bill was to enable the assets of the fund to be transferred to a 
charity with more modern objectives.  
 
 

http://www.legislation.gov.uk/asp/2018/1/contents/enacted
http://www.parliament.scot/Edinburgh%20Bakers%20Widows%20Fund%20Bill/SPBILL10S052017.pdf


Provisions of the Bill 
 
The Bill made provision for: 
 

• lump sum payments to be made to wives of members of the 
Incorporation of Bakers of the City of Edinburgh, to compensate them 
for claims they may have been able to make against the fund in the 
future; 

• the assets of the fund to be transferred to a specially-established 
charity; and 

• the fund to be dissolved. 
 
Parliamentary consideration 
 
The Bill Committee took evidence from a trustee of the widows’ fund and a 
solicitor supporting the trustees. The Committee accepted the need for the Bill 
and agreed that the treatment of potential beneficiaries of the fund was 
appropriate.  
 
No objections from potential beneficiaries were received.  
 
The full Parliament agreed to pass the Bill after a short debate. 


