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EXECUTIVE SUMARY 

This briefing analyses the Export Statistics Scotland 2015 release from the Scottish 
Government, providing a breakdown of exports by sector and location. With 
ñinternationalisationò being one of the Scottish Governmentôs four economic policy priorities, this 
briefing also summarises recent policy developments aimed at increasing the value and volume 
of Scottish exports. 

Key points from the latest Exports Statistics Scotland release: 

¶ Total exports from Scotland in 2015 were worth £79bn. This includes exports to the rest 
of the UK which were worth £50bn, while international exports were worth £29bn. 

¶ Service exports were worth £39bn and make up around half of all exports from Scotland.  

¶ ñFinancial and insurance activitiesò were the most valuable services export in 2015 worth 
£8.8bn, with £7.6bn or 86% going to the rest of the UK. 

¶ Manufacturing exports were worth £26.4bn in 2015, and make up 34% of total exports. 

¶ ñFood products, beverages and tobacco productsò were the most valuable exports in 
2015, worth £8.9bn and accounting for 34% of total manufacturing exports. 

¶ The EU remains Scotland largest international trading destination, with exports worth 
£12.3bn. 

¶ Manufacturing accounts for 61% of exports to the EU with ñCoke, refined petroleum and 
chemical productsò the most valuable export to the EU.  

¶ In terms of exports to the rest of the UK, a proportion may be re-exported internationally. 
While it is not possible to quantify this exactly, it is likely to be a small proportion of the 
total.   

In relation to Scottish Government exports policy the following key points are discussed in 
some detail: 

¶ The announcement of a ñfour point planò in response to Brexit. 

¶ An increased focus on ñinternationalisationò in both the 2015 Economic Strategy and the 
Enterprise and Skills Review. 

¶ Criticism of how the effectiveness of internationalisation support is measured. 

¶ A need for more collaboration and the establishment of Scottish Development 
International as a separate body, as highlighted in the Enterprise and Skills Review. 

¶ Meeting the target of increasing the value of international exports by 50% between 2010 
and 2017 is now looking very challenging.  
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ABOUT THE EXPORTS STATISTICS SCOTLAND SURVEY 

The main source of data behind the Exports Statistics Scotland (Scottish Government 2017) 
release is the Global Connections Survey (GCS). The GCS is a survey of businesses 
administered by the Scottish Government. This year the Scottish Government received 
completed survey returns from 1,500 businesses (there are currently 174,000 registered 
businesses in Scotland). This is the only source of information for exports to the rest of the UK 
and also informs most of the estimates of international exports.  

In addition to the GCS, estimates of Scottish exports are also derived from official and 
administrative sources produced by the ONS, including the ONSôs Monthly Business Survey  
and its International Trade in Services Survey . These sources are used to estimate export 
values and/or proportions. Turnover is sourced for most companies from the Inter Departmental 
Business Register .   

As highlighted by the former Economy, Energy and Tourism Committee in its 2015 
internationalisation inquiry, a relatively small number of companies account for the majority of 
Scotlandôs exports (Scottish Parliament 2015). For example, in 2013 around 60% of the total 
value of Scottish international exports was accounted for by only 100 companies (Scottish 
Government, 2015).  

The Committee noted that Scottish Government export statistics do not show the number of 
exporting companies. Given that the Scottish Government accepts that Scotlandôs export base 
needs to be broader (Scottish Government 2016) the Committee felt it important, for 
performance measurement purposes, that statistics show the number of exporters and tracks 
changes over time. In response, the Scottish Governmentôs International Trade and Investment 
Strategy 2016-21 acknowledged the need for some improvements to export statistics, and 
suggested a range of further steps, including better use of non-official sources such as 
enterprise agency data and Chamber of Commerce export certification records, to ñprovide 
further insights into Scotlandôs export performanceò (Scottish Government 2016e, p.49). 

HOW IMPORTANT ARE EXPORTS TO THE SCOTTISH ECONOMY? 

Figure 1 shows the value of exports as a percentage of the Scottish on-shore economy. 
Presenting export figures in this way partly strips out the effects of inflation and allows us to 
compare performance over time (Scottish Parliament 2014). 

Therefore, since 1998, the value of exports as a proportion of Scottish GDP has remained at 
around the 50% mark.  Within this, exports to the rest of the UK  increased from 28% of GDP in 
1998 to 31% in 2015. The value of international  exports as a proportion of GDP fell from 22% 
in 1998 to 18% in 2015, with much of this reduction taking place between 1998 and 2002. 
 

http://www.gov.scot/Topics/Statistics/Browse/Economy/Exports/ESSPublication/ESSExcel
http://www.gov.scot/Resource/0050/00509984.pdf
http://www.gov.scot/Resource/0050/00509984.pdf
https://www.ons.gov.uk/surveys/informationforbusinesses/businesssurveys/monthlybusinesssurveyproductionandservices
https://www.ons.gov.uk/surveys/informationforbusinesses/businesssurveys/annualsurveyofinternationaltradeinservices
https://www.ons.gov.uk/aboutus/whatwedo/paidservices/interdepartmentalbusinessregisteridbr
https://www.ons.gov.uk/aboutus/whatwedo/paidservices/interdepartmentalbusinessregisteridbr
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/CurrentCommittees/83489.aspx
http://www.gov.scot/Publications/2016/03/7779
http://www.gov.scot/Publications/2016/03/7779
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Figure 1: Exports as a proportion of the Scottish on -shore e conomy (GDP) ï 1998 to 2015 

 

Source: Quarterly National Accounts Scotland 

THE VALUE OF SCOTLANDôS EXPORTS 

Total exports from Scotland were estimated to be worth £79bn in 2015. This figure consists of 
exports to the rest of the UK (including exports of services to the offshore oil and gas industry), 
and international exports but does not include oil and gas exports from the Scottish section of 
the UK Continental Shelf. 

Between 2014 and 2015 the value of total exports grew by 4.1%, or £3bn. Of this, the value of 
international exports grew by £1bn, or 3.6%.  

Figure 2 shows that since 2002, the value of total exports from Scotland has increased by 
£30bn, or 61%. 

Figure 2: Scotlandôs total exports 2002 to 2015 (£bn)

 

Source: Exports Statistics Scotland 
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RECENT EXPORT FIGURES AND SCOTTISH GOVERNMENT 
TARGETS 

Scotland Performs presents information on how Scotland is performing against a range of 
targets and indicators outlined in the Scottish Governmentôs National Performance Framework. 
One of these indicators is to ñIncrease Exportsò. This tracks the annual value of international 
exports (i.e. not including exports to the rest of the UK) and records whether it has increased or 
decreased compared to the previous year. 
 
The Government specifies that   
 

¶ a decrease of 3.0% or more suggests that the position is worsening  

¶ an increase of 3.0% or more suggests the position is improving. 
 
So the increase of 3.6% over the year means that the indicator is improving . 
 
Figure 3: Exports  National Performance Indicator ï current performance

 
Source: Scottish Government 

WHAT DOES SCOTLAND EXPORT? 

Figure 4 shows total Scottish exports broken down by sector. Between them, services and 
manufacturing comprise £64.8bn, or 83%, of total Scottish exports. The rest is made up of:  

¶ Utilities (8%) - providing electric power, natural gas, steam, hot water and the like 
through permanent infrastructure network such as lines, mains and pipes 

¶ Mining and Quarrying  (7%) - as the statistics exclude extraction of oil and gas this will 
include activities related to the preparation of extracted materials for sale for example 
concentrating ores, liquefaction of natural gas and collection of solid fuels. However this 
does not include the processing of material which is included in manufacturing. 

¶ Construction (2%) - general and specialised construction activities for buildings and civil 
engineering works. 

¶ Agriculture, Forestry and Fishing (1%) - growing crops, raising and breeding animals, 
harvesting timber and other plants, animals or animal products from a farm or their 
natural habitats. Food and drink products are included in manufacturing. 
 
 
 
 

http://www.gov.scot/About/Performance/scotPerforms
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Figure 4: Exports by sector ï 2015 
 

 
Source: Exports Statistics Scotland 

Figure 5 shows the value of exports by sector between 2002 and 2015. ñUtilitiesò has seen the 
largest proportional increase between 2002 and 2015, increasing by 315% or Ã4.6bn. ñServiceò 
exports have increased by £18.3bn between 2002 and 2015. The only sector to have seen a 
decrease in the value of exports is construction, falling by 12%, or £210m. 

Figure 5: Exports by sector ï 2002 to 2015 
 

 

Source: Exports Statistics Scotland 

SERVICES 

Total services exports in 2015 were worth £38.5bn and accounted for 49% of all exports. 
ñFinancial and insuranceò exports were the most valuable services exports at £8.8bn. 

http://www.gov.scot/Topics/Statistics/Browse/Economy/Exports/ESSPublication
http://www.gov.scot/Topics/Statistics/Browse/Economy/Exports/ESSPublication
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Figure 6: Service exports  (£m) - 2015

Source: Exports Statistics Scotland 

Figure 7 shows the growth in services sectors between 2014 and 2015. Between 2014 and 
2015 education saw the largest proportional increase in value of exports at 12.5%, or £145m. 
ñOther serviceò saw the biggest decrease at 25.8%, or £70m. 

The largest increase by value over the year was in the ñProfessional, scientific and technicalò 
sector at £700m. The largest decrease by value over the year was in the ñAdministrative and 
support serviceò sector at Ã475m. 
 
Figure 7: Growth in service exports b etween 2014 and  2015 

Source: Exports Statistics Scotland (Note: other servicesô includes health and other community activities, social and 

personal service activities, arts, entertainment and recreation). 

 
Figure 8 shows the value of service sector exports between 2002 and 2015. Exports from the 
ñProfessional, scientific and technicalò service have seen the largest increase in the value of 
exports both 178% proportional and in value at Ã5.1bn. The value of exports from ñFinancial and 
insuranceò services peaked in 2010 and £11.4bn and has since fallen to £8.8bn  
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Figure 8: Services exports (excluding other services) ï 2002 to 2015  
 
 

 
Source: Exports Statistics Scotland 

MANUFACTURING 

ñFood products, beverages and tobaccoò is the top exporting manufactured goods sector at 
Ã8.9bn. This includes the ñdistilling, rectifying and blending of spiritsò which is worth Ã4.4bn.   

Figure 9: Manufacturing (£m) - 2015 

 
Source: Exports Statistics Scotland 

Figure 10 shows the growth in manufacturing sectors between 2014 and 2015. Between 2014 
and 2015 ñBasic metals and fabricated metal products, except machineryò saw the largest 
proportional increase in value of exports at 19.9%, a £240m increase. ñElectrical equipmentò 
saw the biggest decrease at 18.0%, equal to £105m. 
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http://www.gov.scot/Topics/Statistics/Browse/Economy/Exports/ESSPublication
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The largest increase by value over the year was in the ñCoke, refined petroleum and chemical 
productsò sector at £635m. The largest decrease by value over the year was in the ñComputer, 
electronic and optical productsò sector at Ã130m. 
 
Figure 10: Growth in manufacturing  exports  between 2014 and 2015  

 
Source: Exports Statistics Scotland 

Figure 11 shows the value of manufacturing exports between 2002 and 2015. ñFood products, 
beverages and tobaccoò exports saw the largest increase in value between 2002 and 2015. 
However exports from the sector have actually fallen by 1.7% since they peaked in 2013 at 
£9.1bn. This is because of an 8.3% fall in the value of ñDistilling, rectifying and blending of 
spiritsò exports between 2013 and 2015. 

The value of ñCoke, refined petroleum and chemical productsò saw the largest value (as 
opposed to percentage) increase of all manufactured goods between 2014 and 2015.  

The biggest decrease in the value of exports between 2002 and 2015 was for ñComputer, 
electronic and optical productsò. This fell by £5bn or 75% over the period, illustrating the demise 
of Scotlandôs óSilicon Glenô electronics sector during the early years of the century. 
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Figure 11: Services exports (excluding other services) ï 2002 to 2015  

 

Source: Exports Statistics Scotland 

WHERE DOES SCOTLAND EXPORT TO? 

Exports Statistics Scotland provides data on exports to the rest of the UK as well as 
international destinations. 

Figure 12 shows the change in exports by broad destination between 2002 and 2015. In 2015, 
exports to the rest of the UK were worth £49.8bn, an increase of £28.6bn from 2002. 
International exports were worth £28.7bn in 2015 an increase of £20.3bn from 2002.  

Figure 12: Value of exports to the rest of the UK and internationally ï 2002 to 2015

 

Source: Exports Statistics Scotland 

In terms of exports to the rest of the UK, a proportion may be re-exported internationally. While 
it is not possible to quantify this exactly, it is likely to be a small proportion of the total.  This is 
because exports from services, utilities and construction, which make up 70% of exports to the 
rest of the UK, are highly unlikely to be re-exported. The Scottish Government has also 
suggested that many of the manufactured goods exported to the rest of the UK are in sectors 
where re-exporting is unlikely. 
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On the other hand, some products exported to the rest of the UK are incorporated into other 
products, and then re-exported. This will be counted as exports to the rest of the UK as only the 
original product comes from Scotland. 

INTERNATIONAL EXPORTS 

Figure 13 shows the proportion of international Scottish exports which go to EU and non-EU 
countries. Since 2005 the majority of the value of international exports has gone to non-EU 
countries. In 2015, 57% of international exports went to non-EU countries. Since 2002 the value 
of exports to the EU has increased by £0.9bn while exports to the rest of the world have 
increased by £7.6bn. 

Figure 13: Proportion of international exports by destination

 

Source: Exports Statistics Scotland 

Where does Scotland Export to internationally?  

In 2015 the EU was Scotlandôs largest international export region, accounting for £12.3bn of 
exports. Between 2014 and 2015 international exports grew by £1bn, with an increase in EU 
exports accounting for 52% of this growth. 

North America was the region with the second highest value of exports at £5.0bn. The majority 
of these exports go to the US, which is the single largest country destination for Scotlandôs 
international exports (at £4.6bn in 2015). 
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Figure 14: Total Internati onal Exports by Geographic Region ï 2015

Source: Exports Statistics Scotland 

Exports to the EU 

Figure 15 shows the value of exports to countries in the EU with a value over £500m in 2015. 
Within the EU the Netherlands is Scotlandôs largest export destination. This is because 
Rotterdam is one of the largest ports in the world and while goods arrive there the Netherlands 
may not be the final destination. Over the year exports to the Netherlands have increased by 
£285m or 14%. 

In 2015 France had the second highest value of Scottish exports to any EU nation. This is partly 
explained by France being the second largest international market for Scotch whisky (Scotch 
Whisky Association). The largest increase in value of total exports between 2014 and 2015 was 
to Denmark, which saw total Scottish exports increasing by £290m over the year.  

Figure 15: Exports to the EU by country ï 2015 

 

Source: Exports Statistics Scotland 

http://www.gov.scot/Topics/Statistics/Browse/Economy/Exports/ESSPublication
http://www.scotch-whisky.org.uk/news-publications/publications/documents/scotch-at-a-glance-2015/#.WK7e_2RFC71
http://www.gov.scot/Topics/Statistics/Browse/Economy/Exports/ESSPublication
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Since 2002 exports to the EU have increased by £895m, or 8%. However between 2002 and 
2005 exports actually fell, by £2,500m. From 2005 to 2011 they increased by £3,360m or 37%. 
Since then exports have fallen by 5% or £700m. 

Figure 16: Value of exports to the EU ï 2002 to 2015

 
Source: Exports Statistics Scotland 

WHAT GOES WHERE? 

Figure 17 shows the proportion of exports for each sector that go to either the rest of the UK or 
internationally. They are ordered by the size of the value of the sector.  
 
Manufacturing is the only sector which has a higher proportion of exports which go to 
international destinations. ñUtilitiesò has the highest proportion of exports to the rest of the UK. 
As ñUtilitiesò exports consist of services such as transmission of electricity through the national 
grid, this is not surprising. 
 
Figure 17: Proportion of exports by broad sector and destination - 2015

 
Source: Exports Statistics Scotland 
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SERVICES AND MANUACTURING EXPORTS 

Exports Statistics Scotland provides a more detailed breakdown of exports by sector within the 
services and manufacturing sectors. 

Services 

Services exports, worth £38bn, make up 49% of all exports from Scotland. 72%, or £28bn, of 
these are classed as exports to the rest of the UK. International services exports are worth 
£11bn, with the majority, or £7bn, going to non-EU destinations. Looking at the services export 
sector breakdown in more detail, only ñeducationò has a higher proportion of exports going to 
international destinations. 

ñFinancial and insuranceò exports were worth £8.8bn in 2015, with 86%, or £7.6bn going to the 
rest of the UK. Of the £1.3bn international exports from the sector, only £0.2bn went to the EU, 
2% of the total value of the sectorôs exports.  

Figure 18: Proportion of services  exports by sector and destination - 2015 

 

Source: Exports Statistics Scotland 

Manufacturing  

Manufacturing makes up 34% of the value of exports from Scotland. Over half, approximately 
£15bn, are classed as international exports. There is an even split between the value of 
manufactured exports which go to EU and non-EU countries.  

http://www.gov.scot/Topics/Statistics/Browse/Economy/Exports/ESSPublication
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There are four sectors which see higher proportions of exports going to the rest of the UK than 
international destinations. These are: 

¶ wood and paper products; and printing; 

¶ basic metals and fabricated metal products, except machinery; 

¶ transport equipment; 

¶ furniture, other manufacturing; repair and installation of machinery and equipment. 
 
However, 88% of exports from the ñdistilling, rectifying and blending of spiritsò sector are 
classed as international exports. The majority of exports within this sector come from the Scotch 
whisky industry. 60% of the total value of exports from this sector are destined for areas outside 
the EU, with the US being the largest export market by value for this sector (SWA). 
 
ñCoke, refined petroleum and chemicalò product is the second largest manufacturing sector in 
terms of value of exports, at £4bn. 58% of these exports went to the EU in 2015.  
Figure 19 shows the proportion of exports for each manufacturing sector that go to either the 
rest of the UK or internationally. They are ordered by the size of the value of the sector.  
 
Figure 19 shows the proportion of manufacturing exports by sector and destination in 2015. It is 
worth noting that ñDistilling, rectifying and blending of spiritsò exports are included separately, 
but are obviously part of the larger ñfood, beverage a tobaccoò sector. 
 
Figure 19: Proportion of manufacturing exports by sector and destination - 2015 

 
Source: Exports Statistics Scotland 

 
 

http://www.scotch-whisky.org.uk/news-publications/publications/documents/scotch-at-a-glance-2015/#.WKwI02RFC71
http://www.gov.scot/Topics/Statistics/Browse/Economy/Exports/ESSPublication





















